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Kuwait very helpful in making Yemen
talks happen in Sweden soon: FM

Kuwait plays historic role in advocating for peaceful solutions: Minister Wallstrom

KUWAIT: His Highness the Amir Sheikh Sabah Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah meets with Swedish Minister of
Foreign Affairs Margot Wallstrom. — Amiri Diwan and KUNA photos

KUWAIT: His Highness the Amir Sheikh
Sabah Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah
received yesterday at Seif Palace Deputy
Premier and Foreign Minister Sheikh Sabah
Al-Khaled Al-Hamad Al-Sabah. Sheikh
Sabah Al-Khaled was escorting visiting
Swedish Minister of Foreign Affairs Margot
Wallstrom. The reception was attended by
Minister of Amiri Diwan Affairs Sheikh Ali
Jarrah Al-Sabah. 

Kuwait has been very helpful in making
the talks on Yemen happen in Sweden very
soon, Wallstrom said after meeting His
Highness the Amir. “This is my second visit
to Kuwait in a few years. I’m honored to
meet with His Highness. It was a very inter-
esting conversation about the role that
Kuwait placed in the region. Issues like
what goes on in Syria and, I would say, in
the wider region,” were discussed, said
Wallstrom.

“We enjoyed excellent cooperation in

the Security Council and we also have a
good bilateral relation and we have agreed
to strengthen that further,” she noted. “I
think there is an enormous potential for
more of investments and business between
our two countries. It was in a very positive
spirit and I brought a big ‘thank you’ to
Kuwait also for the way we have been
working together both on the current issue
of Yemen and for working together in the
Security Council.”

“Kuwait already plays a historic role in
the region advocating for peaceful solu-
tions, for dialogue and contacts and I think
that has become an even more important
role as the world looks today and of course
surrounded by big and powerful neighbors
but still being able to keep up that objective
of creating dialogue,” she said. Wallstrom
concluded by hoping to “work together on
that path in the future.”

National Assembly Speaker Marzouq Ali

Al-Ghanem also received Minister
Wallstrom and her accompanying delega-
tion. During the meeting, they discussed
bilateral ties and ways to enhance and
develop relations in all fields. They also
tackled several issues, on top of them
arrangements over talks that will be held in
Sweden over the Yemen crisis. The meeting
was attended by MPs Hamad Al-Harshani,
Mubarak Al-Hurais and Kuwait ambassador
to Sweden Nabeel Al-Dakheel.

Furthermore, the visiting Swedish
Minister met with His Highness the Prime
Minister Sheikh Jaber Al-Mubarak Al-
Hamad Al-Sabah, in presence of Sheikh
Sabah Al-Khaled. The meeting was attend-
ed by Head of His Highness the Prime
Minister’s Diwan Sheikha Etimad Khaled
Al-Ahmad Al-Sabah, Assistant Foreign
Minister for Europe Affairs, Ambassador
Waleed Al-Khubaizi and Ambassador
Dakheel. — KUNA

Kuwaiti National Assembly Speaker Marzouq Ali Al-Ghanem meets with Swedish
Minister of Foreign Affairs Margot Wallstrom.

KUWAIT: Kuwait and Stockholm are holding consulta-
tions over upcoming talks between the Yemeni parties
in Sweden, Deputy Foreign Minister Khaled Al-Jarallah
said Sunday. Jarallah was answering questions by
reporters over Swedish Foreign Minister Margot
Wallstrom’s visit to Kuwait to ask for advice over
Yemen peace talks. Wallstrom, he said, met with
Deputy Premier and Foreign Minister Sheikh Sabah Al-
Khaled Al-Hamad Al-Sabah and she was keen to visit
Kuwait before the talks began. She wanted to have a
clear picture over the upcoming talks because Kuwait
had hosted the Yemeni parties for 100 days, said
Jarallah, “so there is a background and knowledge in
developments and nature of talks, and how the host
country should deal with those parties.” The two sides
discussed Sweden’s role as a facilitator of the talks, said
Jarallah who was speaking on sidelines of a reception

by the UAE’s Embassy on the country’s national day.
“We were open and conveyed to her our experience
with the talks. We hope the talks be successful and we
are optimistic they will,” he said. 

Pompeo’s visit
Meanwhile, Jarallah said that the US Secretary of

State Mike Pompeo’s upcoming visit to Kuwait is part
of strategic dialogue between the two countries. The
last round of the strategic dialogue was held in
Washington and the next will be in Kuwait next
month, Jarallah told reporters on sidelines of the
reception. Jarallah asserted importance of the strate-
gic dialogue which dealt with economic, political,
trade, investment, energy, education and cultural
cooperation. Pompeo’s visit will be a chance to
exchange views over regional issues.

Asked about late US President George Bush, Jarallah
said the 41st President “played a historic role. There
were some great American people and we can said this
man was one of them.” The late Bush, he said, con-
tributed to the 1991 liberation of Kuwait from the Iraqi
occupation. His Highness the Amir Sheikh Sabah Al-
Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah sent a cable of condolences
over Bush’s demise, reflecting the historic bonds
between the Kuwaiti and American people, said
Jarallah. 

In the meantime, Jarallah termed as ‘excellent’ the
relations with the European Union (EU), adding that his
recent visit to Brussels, Belgium, was successful. He
said the talks with the EU officials covered a variety of
issues of mutual interest, and activated a 2016 memo-
randum of understanding, the first between a Gulf
country and the EU. Jarallah said European Foreign

Ministers would be visiting Kuwait, part of common
desire to boost Gulf-EU relations. 

‘Solid’ ties with UAE 
Kuwait’s Deputy Premier and Foreign Minister

Sheikh Sabah Al-Khaled Al-Hamad Al-Sabah had
described as ‘solid’ relations with the United Arab
Emirates (UAE). “We admire the achievement in the
United Arab Emirates which succeeded in a short peri-
od to be among the advanced countries, because of
hard work, dedication and good management,” Sheikh
Sabah Al-Khaled told reporters on the sidelines of the
reception. He paid tribute to late UAE President Sheikh
Zayed bin Sultan Al-Nahyan who had a great role in
building the country. Jarallah also commended the UAE
for the numerous accomplishments. He wished success
and progress for the UAE and its people. — KUNA

Kuwait, Sweden hold consultations over Yemen talks: Deputy FM

His Highness the Prime Minister Sheikh Jaber Al-Mubarak Al-Hamad Al-Sabah meets with Swedish Minister of
Foreign Affairs Margot Wallstrom.

KUWAIT: Kuwait’s Deputy Premier and Foreign Minister Sheikh Sabah Al-Khaled Al-Hamad Al-Sabah joins diplo-
mats in cutting the cake during a reception by the UAE’s Embassy on the country’s national day. 

Kuwait’s Deputy Premier and Foreign Minister Sheikh Sabah Al-Khaled Al-Hamad Al-Sabah joins a traditional
dance performance.—- Photos by Joseph Shagra

Designer Muntaha Al-Ajeel greets UAE Ambassador to Kuwait Rahma Al-Zaabi. His Highness Sheikh Nasser Al-Mohammad Al-Sabah offers his greetings.


