
Kuwaiti speed skaters ready
to take on the world
KUWAIT: Joining the local winter sports scene, the 17-member Kuwaiti
speed skating team vowed to strongly compete on regional and interna-
tional levels to put the country on the map of the adrenaline-inducing
sport. Speed skating is a competitive form of ice skating, pitting athletes
against each other in a race where time and speed are of essence. The
sport is held out and in-door stadiums, as well as frozen lakes and rivers.
Speaking to KUNA, team manager Youssef Al-Kanderi said that team
members were selected due to their raw skills, which, hopefully in time,
would be sharpened to the point of perfection. He added that in order to
develop their skills, several training camps in Europe will be held to bring
them to a satisfactory level of performance. More on future plans, Al-
Kanderi invited all ice skating enthusiast to join the team, especially those
who have the skill to skate fast. On his part, team captain Mohammad Al-
Mutar affirmed that the team is eager to carry the flag at major world
tournaments. Speed skating requires a certain level of skills to enable ath-
letes to compete effectively, said Al-Mutar, hoping that more individuals
would join the team. Team member Suleiman Al-Saffar said that he found a
connection between his motorbikes hobby and speed skating. Knowing
that speed skating is taking baby steps in Kuwait, Al-Saffar indicated that
the very notion was pushing him to challenge himself and others, adding
that the team should start building up its repertoire via regional participa-
tion in Qatar and the UAE. —KUNA

Smith holds off Leishman
charge to win Australian 
PGA Championship
GOLD COAST: Relieved defending champion Cameron Smith held off a
final round charge from close friend Marc Leishman to win the Australian
PGA Championship by two strokes yesterday.

The world number 33 took a three-shot lead over his fellow Australian
into day four of the European Tour-sanctioned event at the Royal Pines
Resort on the Gold Coast, but it quickly evaporated.

The 21st-ranked Leishman, who won the US PGA Tour’s CIMB
Classic in Malaysia recently, had four birdies on the front nine while
Smith made two bogeys to give him the edge going into the home
straight.

It set up a tense finale with Smith-who partnered Leishman to second
place at the World Cup in Melbourne last weekend. Smith kept his cool,
sinking birdies at 12, 13 and 15. In contrast, Leishman floundered with
bogeys at 14 and 16, leaving him with a round of 69 to end his hopes of a
first-ever win at a major Australian event.

Smith finished at 16-under-par for the tournament after a final
round 70. Englishman Ross McGowan, who shot a course record
nine-under-par 63, was joint third, five behind Smith, alongside
Australian Matthew Millar.

“Leish got off to a good start and I didn’t, but I managed to hang in
there,” said Smith. “It was pretty special, I’m sure there’s a long night

ahead.” It was another crushing disappointment for Leishman, who
despite claiming four titles on the US Tour has never managed to do the
same at home.

“A couple of shots didn’t come out as I hoped (on the back nine) and I
lost a bit of momentum,” he said. “Cam made birdies when he had to. I’m
disappointed, but I gave it my best.” The last person to win back-to-back
Australian PGA titles was Robert Allenby in 2000 and 2001. — AFP

LOS ANGELES: Deontay Wilder retained his WBC
heavyweight crown here Saturday after battling to a split
decision draw against Britain’s Tyson Fury in a pulsating 12-
round battle.

Wilder had Fury on the canvas twice, including a spectac-
ular final round knockdown, but was unable to get the
knockout victory he had promised to deliver at the Staples
Center. The three judges were divided on the outcome, with
one scoring it 115-111 for Wilder, another 114-112 for Fury
and the third 113-113.

“I think with the two knockdowns I definitely won the
fight,” said Wilder afterwards. “We poured our hearts out
tonight. We’re both warriors, but with those two drops I
think I won the fight.”  

Wilder, who remains unbeaten after 41 fights, immediately
called for a rematch. “I would love for it to be my next fight,”
Wilder said. “Let’s give the fans what they want to see. It was
a great fight and let’s do it again.”

Fury meanwhile insisted he had done enough to win.
“We’re on away soil, I got knocked down twice, but I still
believe I won that fight,” Fury said. “That man is a fearsome
puncher and I was able to avoid that. The world knows I won
the fight.” Fury also said he hopes to arrange a rematch.
“One hundred percent we’ll do the rematch,” Fury said. “We
are two great champions. Me and this man are the two best
heavyweights on the planet.”

Until a sensational final round knockdown from Wilder,
Fury appeared to be heading towards what would have been
a remarkable upset. The 30-year-old “Gypsy King”, who
returned to boxing this year after missing more than two
years through depression, drink and drug problems, had

boxed cleverly to evade the heavy-hitting threat of Wilder
for most of the fight.

The American champion struggled to connect cleanly with
Fury throughout an absorbing contest, all too often sending
huge arcing haymakers whistling past Fury’s head.

Wilder landed just 71 of 430 punches thrown, or 17 per-
cent. Fury by contrast cleverly picked his moments, finding
Wilder with greater accuracy and causing a nasty swelling
over the American’s left eye.

Wilder, the more aggressive of the two fighters early on,
quickly moved into an early lead. But Fury gradually grew in
confidence, regularly taunting Wilder by throwing his arms
up in the air or behind his back.

Wilder responded with increasingly desperate flurries of
big punches, very few of which found their mark. As several
former heavyweights had predicted beforehand, the longer
the fight went on, the more Fury looked in control.

However in the ninth round, Wilder finally made his mark,
dropping Fury with a short hook that had the fans on their
feet. Fury recovered well however and regained his compo-
sure to resume where he had left off. With a large contingent
of British fans in the audience of 17,698 roaring him on, a
victory suddenly seemed within reach.

Wilder however suddenly found a devastating combina-
tion just when he needed it in the 12th round. A right hand
sent Fury rocking backwards towards the deck and a brutal
left hand on the way down appeared to be the coup de grace
for the challenger.

Incredibly however, Fury managed to pick himself up and
clear his head to survive the remainder of the round and
escape with a draw. — AFP
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Three share lead as
Woods falters in Hero
World Challenge
NASSAU: Henrik Stenson, Jon Rahm and Tony Finau are tied for the
lead on 13-under par heading into the final round of the Hero World
Challenge. Sweden’s Stenson and Spain’s Rahm, who shared the
overnight lead, couldn’t be separated at the close of day three in sign-
ing for three-under par 69s while American Finau birdied both the
15th and 16th holes in a round of 67 to join his European Ryder Cup-
winning rivals.

“I played nicely birding four of the par-fives, and on this golf course,
we have five of them,” said Finau who is making his debut in the $3 mil-
lion event hosted by Tiger Woods on the Albany Club course.

“That’s what you have to do to play well, so I was able to do that
today. “This is a golf course I’m not very familiar with, I played it once
before we played. When I’m playing well, I feel like I can score on any
golf course, especially a course that has five par-fives.

“We play a lot of golf courses on the PGA Tour there’s only two or
three, so to be able to have those couple extra par-fives you just know
you’re going to have some opportunities to score and I’ve been able to
take advantage of those opportunities,” added Finau, who is nine-under
on 15 par-fives through three rounds.

The 29-year old Salt Lake City golfer said he had also benefitted
from a small adjustment to his putter as he seeks to make amends after
losing out in a play-off in last month’s WGC - HSBC Champions.

“I added two degrees of loft in my putter after Thursday and then
went out and shot 64 yesterday with it and so I decided to keep it,” he
said. Stenson was four-under par over the outward nine holes but
played the inward half in one-over as he seeks a first victory since cap-
turing the 2017 Wyndham Championship.

“It’s a three-way tie for the lead so it’s very much an open ballgame,”
Stenson said.  “It’s a small-field tournament, but it still gives you a nice
boost if you manage to win at the end of the day.”

Fellow Swede Alex Noren was celebrating after recording a hole-in-
one at the par-three 17th hole in what was a remarkable finish for the
Ryder Cup star. Noren was two-over par after 10 holes and then after a
birdie on 12 he completed his closing five holes in bizarre manner -
birdie (14), eagle (15), triple-bogey (16), ace (17) and birdie (18) in a
score of 70 that put him tied for eighth on eight-under.

Woods, meanwhile, couldn’t find any momentum, his third-round
72 seeing him drop to last in the 18-player field on two-under par. “I
just haven’t played clean this week,” said Woods, who had five birdies
on his card but also three bogeys and a double bogey seven at the
par-five third.

The 14-time major winner began the week battling a “bug” he picked
up from his son Charlie. “Today was probably the best I’ve felt physi-
cally this week, finally started to get my energy back and started to feel
a little bit better,” he said. — AFP

LOS ANGELES:  Tyson Fury punches Deontay Wilde in the seventh round fighting to a draw during the WBC
Heavyweight Champioinship at Staples Center on Saturday in Los Angeles, California. — AFP

KUWAIT: Members of the Kuwaiti speed skating team. — KUNA

GOLD COAST: Cameron Smith of Australia celebrates with the Kirkwood Cup
after winning the Australian PGA Championship at the Royal Pines golf course
on the Gold Coast yesterday. — AFP

Olympics 2020
broadcasters gear
up for the biggest
show on earth
MADRID: Clock-watching is an integral part of any
Olympic Games but even the most eagle-eyed sport-
ing anoraks might be forgiven for missing the fact that
yesterday marked 600 days until the start of the 2020
Olympics in Tokyo. 

For most people, it is not actually a particularly
significant milestone but for 160 people of 35 nation-
alities beavering away in a building overlooking a
highway in Madrid, the pressure of organising the
biggest television show on earth just went up a notch.

These are the people of the Olympic Broadcasting
Services (OBS), a wing of the International Olympic
Committee responsible since 2008 for providing the
pictures of every competition which are beamed
around the world.

The size of the audience is phenomenal as is the
money that is generated. Over five billion viewers
tuned in for the last Games in Rio de Janeiro in 2016
as opposed to 3.4 billion for this year’s football
World Cup.

Television stations from around the world have
dished out more than six billion dollars for the
rights to the Games in Tokyo-broadcasting the
event is a complex, lucrative business managed from
the Spanish capital.

“Preparing and planning for the games is an
ongoing function, so as we speak we are obviously
very close to the finalisation of our plans for
Tokyo,” says Yiannis Exarchos, the imposing Greek
boss of the OBS.

“But we have already started quite detailed plan-
ning for the winter games in Beijing (2022) and we

have already started engaging with Paris (2024) and
Los Angeles (2028).” The first time pictures were
beamed live from the Olympics was Berlin in 1936.
It wasn’t until the 1964 Games, also in Tokyo, that
pictures went live around the world. Back then it
was the responsibility of the host nation to provide
the coverage and that is how it stayed until 2008.

“During the games we employ a team of more
than 7,000 professionals coming from 90 different
countries, we have 1,000 cameras, hundreds of
thousands of kilometres of cables,” says Exarchos.

“This started to become a big burden for the
organising committee as the Games grew bigger
and more complex. “As early as the Games of
Atlanta (1996), it was made clear that the IOC
should do something to support the cities.”

So it was that the IOC created OBS in 2001 to
provide coverage of all Olympic and Paralympic
Games.

Beijing 2008 marked the OBS’ first outing and it
comes as no surprise to discover that Sotiris
Salamouris, who is in charge of technology at OBS,

was back in Beijing last month to discuss the next
Winter Olympics in 2022. 

“We need to have a good number of discussions
with the organising committee in terms of the infra-
structures they need to make available for us,” says
Salamouris. “The IBC, that is the priority.” 

The IBC is the International Broadcast Centre, a
bustling hub set up in each host city where television
channels from all over the world get the signal from
OBS to broadcast back home.

“We need to work quite early with the organis-
ing committee to find this facility, to secure it, to
agree about timelines, additional works necessary.
“This is what we have begun with Paris,” says
Salamouris looking ahead already to the Summer
Olympics of 2024.

Given that the IOC is based in Lausanne, it may
raise an eyebrow to see that the OBS is centred in
Madrid. “It does not come from heaven, it comes from
(Manolo) Romero,” jokes IOC member Juan Antonio
Samaranch Salisachs whose father served 21 years as
president of the IOC. — AFP


