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began over fuel taxes but have grown into wider
anger over Macron’s agenda. The president earlier
assessed the damage at the Arc de Triomphe, the mas-
sive monument to France’s war dead at the top of the
famous Champs Elysees avenue, where rioters scrawled
graffiti and ransacked the ticketing and reception areas.

Inside, rioters smashed in the iconic face of a sculp-
ture, a partial reproduction of the victory allegory “La
Marseillaise” by Francois Rude. Macron also saw the
wreckage of burnt-out cars and damaged buildings from
rioting at other sites, where he praised the police but
was also booed by sections of the crowd. Paris police
said 412 people were arrested on Saturday during the
worst clashes for years in the capital and 378 remained
in custody. A total of 263 people were injured nation-
wide, with 133 injured in the capital, including 23 mem-
bers of the security forces.

“I will never accept violence,” Macron said. “No
cause justifies that authorities are attacked, that busi-
nesses are plundered, that passers-by or journalists are
threatened or that the Arc du Triomphe is defiled.”
Overnight a motorist died after crashing a van into traffic
which had built up due to a “yellow vest” demo in Arles,
southern France, a local prosecutor said yesterday. Three
people have now died in incidents linked to the protests.
The anti-government protests that have swept France
were sparked initially by a rise in taxes on diesel.

In Paris yesterday, as groups of workers set about
cleaning up the mess from the previous day, the scale of
the destruction became clear. Around famous areas
including the Champs-Elysees, the Louvre museum, the
Opera and Place Vendome, smashed shop windows, bro-
ken glass and the occasional burned-out car were testa-
ment to the violence. Dozens of cars were torched by the

gangs of rioters, some of whom wore gas masks and ski
goggles to lessen the effects of tear gas which was fired
continually by police.

One person was in a critical condition after protesters
pulled down one of the huge iron gates of the Tuileries
garden by the Louvre, crushing several people. Nearly
190 fires were put out and six buildings were set alight,
the interior ministry said. At the Arc de Triomphe graffiti
had been daubed, with one slogan saying: “The yellow
vests will win.”

Some 136,000 demonstrators, most of them peaceful,
were counted across the country on Saturday, the interi-
or ministry said yesterday. The figure was well below the
first day of protests on November 17, which attracted
around 282,000 people, and also down on the revised
figure of 166,000 who turned out last Saturday. Interior
Minister Castaner attributed the violence to “specialists
in destruction”. Referring to the possibility of imposing a
state of emergency - a demand made by the police union
Alliance - Castaner declared: “Nothing is taboo for me. I
am prepared to examine everything.”

Over the last few weeks, the “yellow vest” movement
has morphed into a broad opposition front to Macron,
40, a pro-business centrist elected in May 2017. Violent
anarchist and far-right groups have infiltrated it and are
thought to be behind Saturday’s clashes. Macron faces a
dilemma in how to respond, not least because the “yel-
low vests” are a grassroots movement with no formal
leaders and a wide range of demands.

“We have said that we won’t change course. Because
the course is good,” government spokesman Benjamin
Griveaux told BFM television defiantly yesterday morn-
ing. “It’s been 30 years that people change course every
18 months,” he added, referring to Macron’s predecessors
who have often caved in to pressure from French street
protests. Macron has so far refused to roll back taxes on
fuel, which he says are needed to fund the country’s tran-
sition to a low-emission economy. And he remains a fer-
vent defender of the tax cuts he has delivered for busi-
nesses and the wealthy, which he believes were necessary
to lower chronic high unemployment. — AFP
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The Chicago native entered the US Navy in 1982
after graduating from the University of Notre Dame
with a bachelor’s degree in economics. He later

obtained a master’s degree from the National Defense
University. He served in several strike fighter squadrons
flying the FA-18 Hornet and served in Kabul,
Afghanistan, as chief of staff of Joint Task Force 435
and later Combined Joint Interagency Task Force 435.
In the US, Stearney served in various roles, including as
instructor and readiness officer at Navy Fighter
Weapons School, according to his official biography. He
also held various senior posts, including as director of
operations at US Central Command. —  AFP 
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Britain banned Naik from entering in 2010. About
1,000 people turned up for Naik’s speech, along with
the state’s chief minister, crown prince and religious
officials. The preacher was known to be close to offi-
cials in the previous Malaysian administration, which

was unexpectedly defeated in a May general election.
New Prime Minister Mahathir Mohamad in July said as
long as Naik was not creating any problems in
Malaysia, he would not be deported. Indian media has
reported that India has sought his extradition.

In Kangar, Naik described himself as a fundamental-
ist for following the fundamental teachings of Islam. “I
am proud to be a fundamentalist Muslim,” he said. A
doctor by training, Naik will be delivering more lec-
tures at universities and a mosque on the speaking tour.
His wife, Farhat Naik, will address women in separate
speeches. — Reuters 
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Shrouf last week danced in a show directed and
choreographed by Rania Kamhawi, who founded
Jordan’s first ballet and contemporary dance company,
MISK, in 1996. Kamhawi, who trained in ballet in
Britain, said ballet was growing among Jordanian audi-
ences, who usually prefer performances by folklore or
contemporary dance groups. “There is a niche audience

that loves ballet, but what I have noticed is that there is
a huge audience for folklore,” she said. “So we are
incorporating techniques from folklore into ballet in
order make it more lively and attract a wider audience.”

Today, MISK, which puts on shows at least once a
year, counts 12 dancers. Shrouf is the only man. “It’s a
worldwide problem, not just in Jordan but I think this
stigma is fading with the emergence of (television)
shows like ‘So you think you can Dance’,” Kamhawi
said of the lack of male ballet dancers. “This is breaking
some old stereotypes.” Shrouf hopes to form a male
dance group, even if he acknowledges he may have to
hang up his ballet shoes for a more traditional career: “I
won’t give up, I will continue to work hard and pursue
what I love.” — Reuters 
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A ferris wheel is illuminated as the sun sets over the French Riviera city of Nice in southeastern France yesterday. —  AFP  

TEHRAN: An Iranian fertility expert accused of work-
ing with foreign “espionage networks” to downplay the
country’s population crisis has been arrested, state news
agency IRNA confirmed yesterday.  It did not give
details of the charges, but quoted a lawyer who named
the expert as Meimanat Hosseini Chavoshi. She is listed
by the University of Melbourne as working at its School
of Population and Global Health, published widely on
Iran’s once-lauded fertility and family-planning policies.

On Saturday, hardline newspaper Kayhan reported
the arrest of several population “activists... who, under
the cover of scientific activities, had infiltrated state bod-
ies”. It said they manipulated statistics and handed sensi-
tive information to Iran’s enemies as part of efforts at
“cultural and social invasion”. Iran was once considered
an international success story in population control,
bringing birth rates down from seven per woman in the
1980s to 1.66 in 2016, according to World Bank figures. 

Then-health minister Alireza Marandi received the

United Nations Population Award in 2000 for his family
planning initiatives, which had to overcome entrenched
taboos in an Islamic society. Chavoshi has written exten-
sively about these efforts, which she described as the
“fastest fall in fertility ever recorded” in a 2009 book.
But lately there has been concern that Iran overshot its
target, with the number of births falling well below the
level needed to keep the population growing. 

In 2012, supreme leader Ayatollah Ali Khamenei said it
was a mistake to have continued the family planning
policies of the 1990s, and called for new measures to
double the population to 150 million. The Kayhan report
said Iran’s enemies were using population experts to
counter these efforts by downplaying the gravity of the
situation. “There is evidence these individuals are con-
nected to Western espionage networks,” Nasrollah
Pejmanfar, a member of parliament’s cultural commission,
told the newspaper. 

Meanwhile, Iran said yesterday it would continue mis-

sile tests to build up its defenses and denied this was in
breach of UN resolutions following US allegations that
Tehran had tested a new missile capable of carrying mul-
tiple warheads. US Secretary of State Mike Pompeo on
Saturday condemned what he called Iran’s testing of a
medium-range ballistic missile in violation of the 2015
international agreement on the Iranian nuclear program,
from which Washington has withdrawn.

“Missile tests...are carried out for defense and the
country’s deterrence, and we will continue this,”
Brigadier- General Abolfazl Shekarchi, spokesman for
Iran’s armed forces, was quoted as saying by the semi-
official Tasnim news agency. “We will continue to both
develop and test missiles. This is outside the framework
of (nuclear) negotiations and part of our national securi-
ty, for which we will not ask any country’s permission,”
Shekarchi said. He did not confirm or deny Iran had
tested a new missile.

Earlier, US National Security Adviser John Bolton

tweeted: “Iran just test-fired a... ballistic missile capable
of reaching Israel and Europe. This provocative behavior
cannot be tolerated.” Iranian Foreign Ministry
spokesman Bahram Qasemi also said Iranian missiles
were purely defensive and added, “There is no Security
Council resolution prohibiting missile program and mis-
sile tests by Iran”.

UN Resolution 2231 enshrined Iran’s 2015 nuclear
deal with Britain, China, France, Germany, Russia and
the United States in which Tehran curbed its disputed
uranium enrichment programme in exchange for an end
to international sanctions. The resolution says Iran is
“called upon” to refrain for up to eight years from work
on ballistic missiles designed to deliver nuclear
weapons. Iran has repeatedly said its missile program is
purely defensive and denied that its missiles are capa-
ble of being tipped with nuclear warheads, or that it has
any intent of developing nuclear weapons through ura-
nium enrichment. — Agencies 
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