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It came with a flash of lightning and a
clap of thunder. ‘The Rain’, the latest
theatrical production by Kerala Arts

and Nataka Academy, presented at
Kuwait Boy Scouts Association Hall on
Thursday and Friday, created a sensation
among drama-lovers. Dramatizing the
tragic tale of ‘Othello’, Shakespeare’s
great tragedy, ‘Mazha’ (The Rain) sought
to discuss the politics of black and white,
a stigma that still haunts humanity today. 

Adapted into Malayalam by renowned
playwright Hemant Kumar, the drama tells
the distressing tale of a black general who
gets married outside his race and station
to the daughter of a duke. Shakespeare’s
‘Othello’ is a poignant tale of jealousy and
betrayal that strikes a contemporary note
uncannily relevant to our times. “Although
‘Mazha’ takes place against an Indian
milieu, I have tried to not lose the soul and
spirit of ‘Othello’ and the aesthetic sensi-
bilities the play lends,” writer Hemant
Kumar said. 

It is often asked how Shakespeare’s
‘Othello’ remains relevant for a modern
audience, a tragedy that was scripted in
the early years of the 17th century. And
how does a 21st century perspective on
family violence deepen our insights and
pathos on viewing the play today? Yet
from its first staging to the present,
Othello has also been among the few
Shakespearean plays to be repeatedly
staged to enthusiastic audiences, not only
in England, but across the globe. Well-
known Kuwaiti producer, director and
writer Abdulaziz Ali Al-Dagher, while
inaugurating the production, said, “Music,

cinema and drama transcend time, space
and culture and bring people together.” 

Striking recreation
‘Mazha’ is probably one of the striking

recreations of Shakespeare we have seen
in Malayalam theatre. This continuing
appeal suggests that ‘Othello’ transcends
the time and space in which it was written,
provoking new interpretations from gen-
eration to generation, place to place. 

Manipulated and goaded on by the
resentful and Machiavellian villain
Shikharan (Iago), Karutha (Othello) falls
prey to his tragic flaw: Envy, a timeless
human emotion. According to Aristotle, a
tragic hero is of noble disposition, virtu-
ous yet flawed. Here, Karutha’s
hamartia/tragic flaw is his jealousy that is
skillfully nurtured to a fatal fruition by
Shikaran: The chilling climax resulting in
the terrible murder of Chenthara
(Desdemona) and the subsequent suicide
of Karutha. 

Jealousy was the main tool for
Shikkaran to undermine Karutha.
Shikkaran does not follow Karutha - he
follows the prospect of promotion; he fol-
lows the rank, and in order to do that, he
follows Karutha like a sly fox. As
Coleridge is known for describing Iago’s
many soliloquies as the “motive hunting of
motiveless malignity”, Shikaran has no
motive, only hatred and spite. Infidelity
was the ultimate marital crime in early
modern England as it is in India. 

The play illustrates unjust prejudice
against blacks and how they are seen as
inferior. Karutha, a black general in
‘Mazha’, was disapproved and deemed
unfit to become Chenthara’s husband, not
because of his achievements, but because
of his race.

Racism
Karutha’s race is constantly invoked

throughout the play as the characters
continuously suggest that he is neither
deserving of the position he holds in soci-
ety nor the love of his wife. The politics
and vocabulary of race become instru-
mental in the fate of Karutha and his ulti-
mate downfall.

Apart from the striking themes of
racism, betrayal and jealousy, ‘Mazha’ is
also about xenophobia. However hard
Karutha tries to be a part of the elite soci-
ety, he is never fully integrated into it.
Even after he commands the army for the
king, Karutha is still an outsider who is
forever regarded with fear and suspicion
much like one would look at a feral animal
that is unpredictable and subdued only for
the time being. The xenophobia depicted
in the play is heavily reminiscent of the
anxieties towards minorities and outsiders
in a globalized world that purportedly
preaches equality yet fails to practice it. 

Chenthara’s and Karutha’s love is no
match for Shikkaran’s plots and the green-
eyed monster jealousy. Shikkaran’s
actions undermine the relationship
between Karutha and Lakshanan (Cassio). 

While Babu Chakola, the director of
‘Mazha,’ dexterously played the role of
Karutha, his tragic heroine Chenthara was
played by Manju Mathew impeccably.
Kumar Thrithala superbly played the role
of Shikkaran. The other prominent char-
acters such as Lakshanan (Dr Abraham
Kozhenjery), Mandaran (Rodrigo -Dennis
Tharakan), Chandrabhoopan (Brabantio -
Sajeev K Peter), The King (Gopakumar
Navayikulam), Island duke (Aji Paravoor)
and Pushpagandhi (Deena Dennis -
Emilia) performed their roles well.

Well-known stage designer Vijayan
Kademperi flew down from India to cre-
ate an ambiance of fantasy for ‘Mazha.’
While costume designer and make-up
artist Vakkom Maheen lent the characters
their incredible appearances, lighting
designer Chirackal Raju provided ample
light support to the play.

‘Mazha’ is the third mega drama pro-
duced by KANA Kuwait after the suc-
cessful performances of ‘Abraham’ and
‘Ningalenne Communistakki’.

Stills from the play.

L i f e s t y l e Monday, December 3, 2018

21Established 1961 

M u s i c  &  M o v i e s

(From left) American actress Blanca Blanco in a maxi
dress, nude tulle embroidered with gold sequins and
crystals, and Mexican actress and model Patricia
Contreras in a long dress, golden tulle with embroidery
beads lines, sequins and gold chopsticks both designed
by French designer Christophe Guillarme during the
Marrakech International Film festival.

The sister of Jamel Debbouze, Nawel Debbouze in a
short strapless asymmetric dress, embroidered tulle
white lined nude designed by French designer
Christophe Guillarme.—AFP photos

(From right) American actress Blanca Blanco in a long dress,
nude tulle shaded dark embroidered with gold sequins and
crystals, and Mexican actress and model Patricia Contreras
in a dress, gandoura spirit in orange both designed by French
designer Christophe Guillarme during the Marrakech
International Film festival.

Director and writer
Abdulaziz Ali Al-Dagher.

‘The Rain’ and the politics of black and white
KANA Kuwait presents its third drama based on Shakespeare’s ‘Othello’

US actor Robert De Niro on Saturday received a
tribute award at the Marrakech film festival from the
hands of his old friend, director Martin Scorcese.

Born in New York in 1943, De Niro’s career began on
Broadway, before he discovered cinema at age 20. He
worked on a variety of films with Scorsese-from “Taxi
Driver” in 1976 to “Casino” in 1995. The double Oscar
winner’s ninth collaboration with Scorsese will be
Netflix’s “The Irishman”, set for release next year.

“We made our first film together, I think it was over 45
years ago... One of the great blessings of my life,” said De
Niro. Scorsese, while handing him the award joked:
“What would this be? The mid-point of his career? It is
probably more accurate to say the peak of his career but
then this guy has more peaks than the Atlas mountains.”

De Niro used the occasion to lash out at President
Donald Trump and his “America First” mantra.

“Sadly, in my country we are going through a
grotesque version of nationalism... marked by greed,
xenophobia and selfishness under the banner of ‘America
First’,” he said. De Niro has been a frequent critic of
Trump and used an expletive to condemn the American
president at the televised Tony Awards in June, receiving
a standing ovation. During Marrakech Film Festival, US
actress Blanca Blanco, Mexican actress and model
Patricia Contreras and Nawel Debbouze the sister of
Jamel Debbouze, all dazzled in astonishing dresses
designed by the International well-known French design-
er Christophe Guillarm. —AFP  

De Niro gets tribute award at Marrakech film festival Beyonce to lead
Mandela tribute concert

Beyonce will lead an all-star line-up that includes Ed
Sheeran, Jay-Z and Usher in Johannesburg when she
performs at a concert to honor the life and legacy of

Nelson Mandela. The concert is the climax of a year of
events celebrating the centennial of Mandela’s birth in 1918,
and is part of a campaign to tackle poverty, child malnutri-
tion and boost gender equality. This year’s Global Citizen
Festival will be held at Johannesburg’s 94,736-capacity
FNB stadium with the concert due to begin at 1200 GMT.

Thousands of music fans, many of whom had been given
free tickets in return for activism and campaigning work,
began to flock to the stadium hours before the gig was due
to kick off. “I’m quite excited to have Beyonce and a bunch
of these top-flight artists coming to South Africa to per-
form. It’s nice to get this obvious reminder of Mandela’s val-
ues,” said concert-goer Ano Shonhiwa, 23, as he made his
way into the venue. Ahead of the concert Oprah Winfrey,
who will co-host the event, hailed Mandela’s “goodness and
integrity”, describing him as her “favorite mentor”.

Mandela was jailed under South Africa’s apartheid
regime. After being released in 1990, he led the country’s
transformation into a multi-racial democracy. He died on
December 5, 2013 aged 95. Event organizers paid tribute to
a rigger who died following a fall while helping to prepare
the stage on Saturday.  “The circumstances surrounding the
incident are being investigated,” Global Citizen said in a
statement. — AFP   

German police shut
down concert over
‘Sieg Heil’ chants

German police at the weekend shut down a far-right
rock concert in a small eastern town after members
in the crowd started chanting the illegal Nazi slo-

gan “Sieg Heil”. The concert, which took place in Ostritz in
the state of Saxony on Saturday, featured two bands from
“the right-wing scene” and had drawn an audience of
“several hundred”, Goerlitz police said in a statement.
Officers stationed outside intervened after hearing shouts
of “Sieg Heil” (Hail Victory) coming from the venue at
11:20 pm (2220 GMT). The gig was brought to an end and
the building was emptied shortly after 1:00 am.

Several witnesses also reported hearing the chants.
Federal authorities have opened an investigation,
Goerlitz police added. Under German law, using Nazi-
era slogans or publicly displaying swastikas and other
Nazi symbols is illegal. The town of Ostritz, near the
border with Poland, regularly hosts far-right concerts
that are often controversial.—ÅFP

US actor Robert de Niro (right) poses with a Tribute
award, next to US Director Martin Scorsese during the
17th Marrakech International Film Festival. 


