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Qatari women film-makers pose on the red carpet during the sixth edition of the Ajyal Film Festival in the capital Doha.

British actress Pixie Davies Matthew Morrison and Renee Puente attend
the premiere of Disney’s “Mary Poppins
Returns”.

US actor Billy Crystal and his wife Janice
Crystal

This handout photo released by Raindrop Media shows Bollywood actress
Priyanka Chopra (center right) and American singer Nick Jonas (left) during their
wedding celebration along with friends and relatives at Umaid Bhawan palace in
Jodhpur. — AFP photos

This handout photo shows Bollywood actress Priyanka Chopra (center) during
her wedding celebration along with friends and relatives at Umaid Bhawan
palace in Jodhpur.

Photo shows Bollywood actress Priyanka Chopra (right) and American singer Nick Jonas
during their wedding celebration at Umaid Bhawan palace in Jodhpur.

US singer Nick Jonas and “Quantico” actor Priyanka
Chopra  married in a traditional Hindu ceremony
yesterday, the culmination of a three-day long wed-

ding celebration that featured cricket matches and
Bollywood songs, all taking place in a heritage Indian
palace atop a hill. The couple exchanged vows in a
Christian ceremony on Saturday, wearing custom-made
Ralph Lauren clothes, and later shared pictures on their
social media of a pre-wedding ritual, the mehendi cere-
mony, which involves applying henna on the bride’s hands
as a good omen.

“One of the most special things that our relationship
has given us is a merging of families who love and
respect each other’s’ faiths and cultures. And so planning
our wedding with an amalgamation of both was so amaz-
ing,” Bollywood actor Chopra wrote on her Instagram
account. The pictures showed the couple laughing and
surrounded by family and friends, as an artisan applied
henna on Chopra’s palms.

Yesterday, Chopra shared a picture and a two-second
video of a cricket match, captioning it “team bride vs
team groom #cricket”. Indian media reported that at
another pre-wedding function, guests and the bride and
groom danced to Bollywood songs, including some of
Chopra’s biggest hits. The couple have been tight-lipped
about the details of the actual wedding, and representa-
tives for the couple remain unreachable for comment.
They are scheduled to host a reception in New Delhi on
Tuesday.

The venue of the wedding, the Umaid Bhavan palace
in the heritage north Indian city of Jodhpur, has been

cordoned off to the public, and Indian media reported
that the couple had asked guests not to carry cellphones
to any of the ceremonies. The palace is home to the
Jodhpur royal family, and is believed to be the world’s
sixth largest private residence. Part of the palace has
been converted into a Taj heritage hotel with peacocks
roaming 26 acres of landscaped gardens. A night’s stay in

the Grand Presidential suite can cost more than 500,000
rupees ($7,168), according to the hotel website.

Chopra, 36, and 26-year-old Jonas were engaged ear-
lier this year after a whirlwind courtship that began at an
Oscars after-party last year. Chopra, who headlined three
seasons of the ABC crime drama Quantico, is one of
Bollywood’s biggest female leads with acting credits in

several big-ticket films. Nick and his brothers Kevin and
Joe formed a pop-rock band, The Jonas Brothers, in 2005
and soared to fame as members of Disney’s stable of
teenage stars. The band split up in 2013. — Reuters

Chopra, Jonas married in traditional Hindu ceremony

Photo shows dancing American singer Nick Jonas being carried by friends during his wedding
celebration at Umaid Bhawan palace in Jodhpur.

Photo shows Bollywood actress Priyanka Chopra dancing during her wedding celebration
with American singer Nick Jonas at Umaid Bhawan palace in Jodhpur.

As Qatari filmmakers gathered on the red carpet at
Doha’s Ajyal Film Festival one thing stood out-the
majority of local directors are women. “I think this is

a question that everyone is mesmerized by: the idea that we
have more women in filmmaking here in Doha than men,”
said festival director Fatma Al-Remaihi. Among those show-
ing movies at the annual six-day festival were Aisha Al-
Shammakh, Nouf Al-Sulaiti and the rising star of Qatari cin-
ema, Amal Al-Muftah.

Their films focus on a variety of subjects, from
“maligned” Qatari millennials and father-daughter relation-
ships through to stories from the gas-rich country’s recent
and much less-wealthy past. The women are redressing
“many misconceptions about them around the world”, said
Remaihi, who also heads the Doha Film Institute.

The number of female entrants at this year’s festival,
which runs until Monday, is consistent with data from recent
research. A 2016 study by Northwestern University in Doha
found that around 60 percent of all emerging filmmakers in
Qatar’s nascent cinema industry were women.  Across the
rest of the Middle East and North Africa region, the figure
was around 25 per cent, the same study said.

The influx of women directors in Qatar comes at a time
when the bright lights of Hollywood have been dimmed by
the #MeToo movement’s revelations. And the fresh blood
has helped diversify the nature of films produced.
Previously, one filmmaker jokes, it was “all pearl diving”-a
reference to Qatar’s main economic activity, before the
exploitation of vast natural gas reserves.  But now the film
topics are diverse. One example of that is Sulaiti’s short film,
“Gubgub” (Crab).

Seemingly a movie about a day’s crab hunting, it really
focuses on a young girl’s determination to prove she can
rival her older brother at a “male” pursuit. She succeeds by
catching 10 crabs. “I feel like it gives us a platform where we
can express ourselves,” said Sulaiti. “I don’t think we had
that platform or opportunity before.” “I want that little girl
to believe that she can achieve whatever (she wants). I want
little girls to see that,” the 25-year-old added.  And Sulaiti
said younger Qataris would understand that message. “In
the past, we got an education, we got married and we
stayed at home with our husband. “I think slowly [Qatari]
girls are seeing we can do whatever our brothers can do.”

Conservative or progressive? 
The emergence of female filmmakers comes at a time

when conservative Qatar is seeking to portray itself as the
progressive power in the Gulf. This is especially true as
Doha remains politically isolated by neighbouring powers in
a bitter regional dispute.  

Since June 2017, Qatar has been cut off by former allies
including neighboring powers Saudi Arabia and the UAE,
which accuse Doha of being too close to Iran and sponsor-
ing terrorism.

Qatar denies the charges, and has sought to present
itself as the most tolerant of the Gulf states.   One of the
most prominent Qatari figures during the Gulf crisis has
been Lolwah Al-Khater, the foreign ministry spokeswoman.
Beyond films, Qatar has the highest proportion of women
— 51 per cent-in the workplace among Gulf nations,
according to the United Nations. In 1999, Qatar became the
first Arab country in the Gulf to allow women to vote.

‘Like pioneers’  
Muftah received a rapturous ovation as she was intro-

duced at Ajyal and said filmmakers in Qatar were “like pio-
neers”. “I know from the outside it seems like there is segre-
gation... but here really I feel like it’s a level field... whether
you’re a man or a woman, you are treated the same,” she
added. She directed “Sh’hab” (Shooting Star) showing at
the festival, a story passed on from her grandmother about
a girl who wants to go to sea with her father and brother,
rather than stay at home.

Muftah rose to national prominence with a 2014 film Al-
Himali, about market porters. She admits she had trouble
convincing her family that she should seek a career in the
arts rather than the sciences. But she believes she can give a
voice to generations of Qatari women through her chosen
career, since she feels “really strongly about my position as
a woman”.  “The community of women in Doha-especially
in this society-are very private,” she said. “And I just feel
like as women filmmakers we have access to that communi-
ty and to so many different stories.”—AFP

Flying through the clouds with a black parrot umbrella
and holding her signature carpet bag, whimsical
British nanny Mary Poppins made her “practically

perfect” movie comeback on Thursday, more than 50
years after first charming audiences worldwide. “Mary
Poppins Returns,” set some 20 years after the film that
made Julie Andrews a star, had its world premiere in Los
Angeles, featuring a new cast and new music but with a
nostalgic nod to the original.

The 1964 film “Mary Poppins” starring Andrews and
Dick Van Dyke as a cheerful chimney sweep brought a
best actress Oscar for Andrews and an award-winning
score of songs like “A Spoonful of Sugar” and
“Supercalifragilisticexpialidocious” that have become
classics. In “Mary Poppins Returns,” Emily Blunt plays the
firm but kind singing nanny who descends on London in
the early 20th century to take care of the children of the
now adult Banks siblings from the 1964 film. Like the origi-
nal, “Mary Poppins Returns” features fantasy sequences
and plenty of dance numbers. It even brings back the ani-
mated dancing penguins.

“It really is a trip down nostalgia lane and paying hom-
age to these incredible movies that we all grew up watch-
ing that are so representative of everything we remember
as children,” Blunt told reporters on the red carpet. “Yet
we’re doing something new, and I think it’s a film that’s just
full of feeling and full of joy.” “Hamilton” rap musical cre-
ator Lin-Manuel Miranda takes on the role played by Van
Dyke in 1964, but as a young lamp lighter rather than a
chimney sweep. Van Dyke, 92, who was given a standing
ovation by the Hollywood audience on Thursday, has a
cameo as a kindly, tap-dancing banker.

Disney’s “Mary Poppins Returns” marks the first time in
54 years that the character, who was created in books
written by P.L. Travers in the 1930s and 1940s, has been
revisited on film. The story was turned into a Broadway
and London stage musical 15 years ago. Director Rob
Marshall said he got involved in the sequel because he felt
the world needed some Poppins magic. “The world’s in a
fragile place you know,” he said. “I feel it personally and I
know that everyone on our film felt it, the entire cast.”

“Mary Poppins Returns” also stars British actors Ben
Whishaw and Emily Mortimer, and Meryl Streep in a
cameo role. The movie begins its worldwide rollout on Dec
19. and is expected to take a healthy $65 million in its first
week in North America alone, according to box-office
analysts. — Reuters

Qatari female ‘pioneers’ bask
in filmmaking spotlight

This image grab taken from a handout video released by the
Doha Film Institute shows Qatari film director Amal Al-Muftah
(left) speaking with actresses on-set during the filming of a
short film at an undisclosed location. —AFP photos

Kites, dancing penguins 
and magic: ‘Mary Poppins Returns’

Emily Blunt and John Krasinski attend the Premiere Of
Disney’s “Mary Poppins Returns” at El Capitan Theatre in Los
Angeles, California.  — AFP photos

Lin-Manuel Miranda and Vanessa Nadal attend the Premiere
Of Disney’s ‘Mary Poppins Returns’ at El Capitan Theatre.


