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MANTUA: From Athens to Melbourne and Seoul to New
York, big cities are increasingly turning to trees to help
protect them from heatwaves and floods, and to boost
people’s physical and mental health, urban officials and
environmental experts say. South Korea’s capital Seoul
recently planted more than 2,000 groves and gardens, and
Melbourne in Australia plans to nearly double its canopy
cover to 40 percent by 2040

Athens is looking at planting more trees to lower tem-
peratures and protect the Greek capital from sudden
downpours. “We have real problems with urban heat
islands and flash floods. We know we have to take trees
very seriously, and we haven’t up to now,” said Eleni
Myrivili, deputy mayor of urban nature and Athens’ chief
resilience officer. Athens is still recovering from the 2008
economic crisis and lacks the staff to maintain its trees,
which include bitter orange, japonica and Judas trees, she
told the World Urban Forestry Forum, taking place in the
northern Italian city of Mantua this week. Milan, which
plans to plant 3 million trees and expand its green spaces
by 2030, has experienced a 2-degree Celsius temperature
rise and increasing heat-related deaths in the past 20
years, as well as worsening floods, said the city’s chief
resilience officer, Piero Pelizzaro.

More trees should “reduce air pollution, improve the
quality of the urban space ... and reduce the impact of cli-
mate change”, he said. “Nowadays there’s no difference
between the city’s energy consumption in the winter and
summer” because of the rising demand for air-condition-
ing, he added. Cities in Niger and Senegal in Africa are
planting trees to create jobs and provide fruit for families
to eat, as well as provide much-needed shade.

Healthy trees
Trees and green spaces lower stress levels and encour-

age people to exercise and socialize more, experts at the
forum said. But with urban populations projected to
increase by 2.5 billion people by 2050, demand for more
housing and transport is putting pressure on green spaces,
they said. And a lack of expertise, data or the ability to
attract funds means cities tend to opt for “grey” infrastruc-
ture projects over “green” ones to fulfill the same job,
according to a report by New York-based 100 Resilient
Cities network, published on Wednesday.

That could mean building a concrete wall to protect a
coastal city from flooding instead of planting mangroves,
which are effective, less costly, more visually pleasing and
improve air quality, said 100 Resilient Cities, which pro-
duced the report. “What makes nature-based solutions so
appealing is that with one intervention, such as an urban
forest, a city can address multiple shocks and stresses at
once - from flooding and heat waves to air pollution and
public health - which is something that grey infrastructure
is rarely able to do,” the report said.

Creating happiness
Deprived parts of cities often lack trees and other

green spaces. Residents in almost every city affected by
climate change are calling for more equity and fairness,
said David Miller, North American director of C40 and a
former mayor of Toronto. “Often that’s about economic
goods, but it’s also about social goods like green spaces,
and forests and health,” he said. New York city is planting
1 million trees, and mapping where those are most needed,
especially in deprived areas, he added.

It is not just large cities that need to grow more
trees, Mantua’s mayor said. The small north Italian city
hosting the international forum is home to 50,000 peo-
ple and 16,000 trees. The city council plans to increase
this to 25,000 trees by 2020, to help protect it from

floods and rising temperatures. “We believe it’s not
about the size of the city - climate change is every-
where,” Mattia Palazzi said.

Mantua, voted Italy’s greenest city two years in a row,

is in one of the most polluted areas in Europe and needs
trees to help clean the air, he said. “Green areas create
happiness ... and are important for the city’s future sustain-
ability,” he said.—Reuters

Cities plant more trees to curb 
wild weather, boost healthy living

NASA’s
Martian 
quake sensor
InSight lands 
at slight angle
LOS ANGELES: NASA’s unmanned
Martian quake sensor, InSight, has
landed at a slight angle on the Red
Planet, and experts are hopeful the
spacecraft will work as planned, the
US space agency said Friday. The
$993 million lander arrived Monday at
its target, a lava plain named Elysium
Planitia, for a two-year mission aimed
at better understanding how Earth’s
neighboring planet formed. “The vehi-
cle s i ts  s l ight ly t i l ted (about 4
degrees) in a shallow dust- and sand-
filled impact crater known as a ‘hol-
low,’” NASA said in a statement.

InSight was engineered to operate
on a surface with an inclination up to
15 degrees. Therefore, experts are
hopeful that its two main instruments-
a quake sensor and self-hammering
mole to measure heat below the sur-
face-will work as planned. “We could-
n’t be happier,” said InSight project
manager Tom Hoffman of NASA’s Jet
Propulsion Laboratory.

“There are no landing pads or run-
ways on Mars, so coming down in an
area that is basically a large sandbox

without any large rocks should make
instrument deployment easier and pro-
vide a great place for our mole to start
burrowing.” The first pictures from the
lander show just a few rocks in the
vicinity, more good news since touch-
ing down right near a rocky area
would have made deployment of the
solar arrays and instruments tricky.
Better images are expected in the
coming days once InSight sheds the

dust covers on its two cameras. “We
are looking forward to higher-defini-
tion pictures to confirm this prelimi-
nary assessment,” said Bruce Banerdt,
principal investigator of InSight at
NASA. “If these few images-with res-
olution-reducing dust covers on-are
accurate, it bodes well for both instru-
ment deployment and the mole pene-
tration of our subsurface heat-flow
experiment.” — AFP 

Seoul plants more than 2,000 groves, gardens

New Zealand whale
strandings ‘linked to
ocean warming’
WELLINGTON: More than 50 beached pilot
whales perished in New Zealand Friday, the latest in
a spate of mass strandings this week that experts
have linked to rising ocean temperatures. The dead
whales were part of a pod of 80-90 whales spotted
late Thursday on the shore of remote Chatham
Island, about 800 kilometers east of the South
Island, the Department of Conservation said. It is
the fifth stranding in New Zealand in less than a
week, including 145 pilot whales which all died after
they beached last weekend at Stewart Island, off the
southern coast of the South Island.

By the time rangers reached the latest group
of animals  ear ly Fr iday 50 had died, one
remained stranded but alive and the rest had
ref loated themselves and returned to sea.
Department of Conservation manager Dave
Carlton said the surviving whale was in poor
condition and was euthanised. “It was the most
humane thing to do. This is always an awful deci-
sion to have to make,” he said.

Chatham Island was the scene of New Zealand’s
largest recorded stranding in 1918, involving 1,000
whales. In addition to the strandings at Chatham
and Stewart Islands this week, a group of 12 pygmy
killer whales also beached in New Zealand’s far
north and a sperm whale and a pygmy sperm whale
grounded themselves in separate incidents on the
North Island. 

The reason whales and dolphins strand is not
fully understood but theories include sickness, navi-
gational error, geographical features, the presence
of predators, and extreme weather. Karen Stockin, a
marine mammal scientist at Massey University, said
while whale strandings were relatively common in

New Zealand, the cluster of incidents in such a short
timeframe was unusual.

Only the beginning   
She also pointed out that species such as pygmy

killer whales and sperm whales did not normally
beach, unlike pilot whales, which regularly wash up
on New Zealand beaches in the summer months.
Stockin, who is an expert consultant on strandings
for the International Whaling Commission, said it
added to a string of strange whale behavior over
the past year.

In addition to a rise in strandings, she said a
number of species had appeared that were not
normally seen in New Zealand waters, including
gargantuan blue whales in the Hauraki Gulf near
Auckland. Stockin said New Zealand was current-
ly experiencing some of the warmest ocean tem-
peratures on record and she believed it was
affecting whale behaviour.  “We’ve had an unusual
week, which we haven’t got to the bottom of, and
it’s fair to say it’s been an entirely unusual year,”
she told AFP.

“I suspect a lot of that has been driven by the
warmer sea surface temperatures that we’re seeing
at the moment.  “We definitely have a spike in tem-
peratures, that’s likely affecting where the prey is
moving and as a consequence we’re seeing prey
moving and (whale) species following.” She said one
reason for the rising ocean temperature was the nat-
urally occurring El Nino weather pattern, but global
warming caused by climate change may also be
playing a part.

“We certainly have the El Nino pattern in play,
but the reality is I’ve no doubt it’s been further
exacerbated by the potential global warming
effect,” she said. “So you’ve got a bit of both going
on there... we can’t tease those things apart at this
stage.” New Zealand’s summer, the peak time for
whales to beach, begins on Saturday and Stockin
said more strandings were likely. “We’re just going
into stranding season now, this is only the beginning
of it and we’re very mindful of the fact that this a
very busy start,” she said. — AFP 

ATHENS: This file photo shows tourists sit under a pine tree on a hill overlooking Athens. — Reuters 

IN SPACE: n this file photo acquired by NASA’s InSight Mars lander using its robotic
arm-mounted, Instrument Deployment Camera (IDC) shows a view from NASA’s
InSight lander after it touched down on the surface of Mars.  — AFP


