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In Louisiana, 
an appetite for 
oysters shields 
retreating shores

Brendan Causgrove’s first encounter with an oys-
ter did not go well. He choked on the plump
specimen at the bottom of a hard-alcohol shot

after knocking it back. Now the manager of a smart
New Orleans restaurant whose menu features 13 kinds
of oysters, the 37-year-old describes them as if they
were fine wine - “herbaceous”, “buttery” or “briny”.
His fervor also means Seaworthy is among 19 restau-
rants in this coastal US city that have joined an oyster-
shell recycling program aiming to help save the state’s
shrinking shoreline.

The nerve center of the push to turn good food into
a good deed for the environment is a fourth-floor
office suite in Mid-City, a 10-minute drive from New
Orleans’ French Quarter, known to some as the oyster
capital of the world. Since 2014, Deborah Abibou and
her small team at the non-profit Coalition to Restore
Coastal Louisiana have recycled 3.5 million kg of oys-
ter shells, which they have returned to the water in the
form of manmade reefs.

The aim is to stop Louisiana’s shoreline crumbling
away at the current rate of a football field every 100
minutes. Early each weekday morning, a recycling
truck zig zags through the city to pick up the mollusk
shells from restaurants. The shells are then left to dry
in the sun for six months, to kill off any bacteria, before
being put into cages that are planted on bare seafloors
or riverbeds to form protective walls. The brand new
reefs offer an inviting home for oysters.

But to humans, the “living shorelines”, which grow
as they attract oyster larvae, serve as robust buffers
that dissipate wave energy, prevent coastal erosion,
and trap sediment that can build up new land, said
Abibou. Those benefits are boosting the popularity of
manmade oyster reefs as a natural alternative to hard
infrastructure like seawalls, which are often made with
cement, said Alex Kolker, a professor at Louisiana
Universities Marine Consortium. There is no national
database tracking the total mileage of oyster-shell
coastal protection projects, experts say.

But Bryan DeAngelis, a program coordinator at The
Nature Conservancy (TNC), said there are signs the
technique is entering the mainstream. Just in Louisiana,
10 km of protective oyster reefs have been set up with
TNC’s help, he said. In New York City, nearly three-
quarters of a mile of breakwaters seeded with oysters are
in the works off the coast. And last year, the US Army
Corps of Engineers created a nationwide permit that
allows “living shorelines”, encompassing oyster reefs.

Sacred site
The dangers of failing to arm the coast against

creeping waters are especially real for communities
whose lives are tied to the disappearing land.
Authorities fear Louisiana, which has already lost more
than 1,800 square miles (4,700 sq km) of land since
the 1930s, will cede another 2,250 square miles over
the next half century. Declaring a coastal “state of
emergency” last year, the state’s governor said natural
and human factors had contributed to the problem,
including the effects of climate change, sea-level rise,
subsidence, hurricanes, storm surges and flooding.

In Pointe-aux-Chenes, a village on the frontier of
solid land and marshland, where locally caught crabs,
oysters and fish have fed a small native American com-
munity, the water has turned from friend to foe since
eating away at a sacred site. Ancestors of the Pointe-
au-Chien Indian Tribe settled here “before America”,
said member Donald Dardar. In the wetlands outside
town, a 10-foot (3-m) mound stands shrouded in dense
vegetation, said to be a burial or ceremonial ground,
according to the 63-year-old with leathery skin and
piercing green eyes. “So we respect it, stay off of it,”
he said.

But the mound, where dusty pieces of broken pot-
tery have been found, is now at risk of being washed
away from one side, flanked by a canal or bayou. Dug
decades ago for transportation, the channel has
widened over the years, gobbling about a quarter of
the site in 10 years, said Dardar. Two years ago, the
shrimp fisherman decided to act. “It’s just part of his-
tory that I don’t want to see washed away,” he said. He
looked into building a wall to protect the mound and
secured a government grant of nearly $70,000 for an
oyster reef. If all goes well, tribe members will hoist
8,400 bags of oyster shells, each weighing some 35
pounds, into their boats next February. Volunteers will
then help plunge them into the bayou’s muddy waters
to form a half-a-mile barrier.

But not all is plain sailing. At a recent meeting, tribe
members expressed frustration at red tape holding
things back. “It still bothers me big time right now
because it’s taking so long to get this going and pro-
tect (the site),” said Dardar. An environmental assess-
ment took a year to complete and some permits have
still to come through, said the CRCL’s Abibou. Getting
the necessary approvals to install oyster reefs has
slowed down projects across the United States, said
Pete Malinowski, head of the Billion Oyster Project, a
non-profit that restores reefs in New York.

Rules vary by state, but initiatives often hit bureau-
cratic barriers because oyster reefs are regulated as a
food product rather than in their new role as an eco-
logical tool. — Reuters

Workmen cleared away burnt hulks of cars,
scrubbed the defaced Arc de Triomphe monu-
ment and replaced the shattered windows of

luxury boutiques in Paris yesterday after the worst riots in
the center of the capital in half a century. Several thousand
riot police were overwhelmed on Saturday as they fought
running battles with protesters in the shadows of some of
Paris’ fabled landmarks and through its fanciest shopping
districts. More than 400 people were arrested and more
than 100 injured, shocking Parisians and tourists alike.

At the base of the 19th-century Arc de Triomphe, police
kept the public back as cleanup crews set about erasing
graffiti, much of it targeting President Emmanuel Macron
and some exuding anarchist sentiment such as, “Overthrow
the bourgeoisie!” “I’ve worked on monuments around Paris
for 20 years and I’ve never seen anything like this at the
Arc de Triomphe. It was carnage,” a Paris City Hall official
overseeing the cleanup said as his team worked on a graf-
fito reading “Macron resign”. Lasting damage might be
caused if crews are forced to erode the arch’s stonework
to render it clean, he said.

Authorities were caught off-guard by the escalation in
violence after two weeks of nationwide unrest against fuel

taxes and high living costs, known as the “yellow vest”
movement after the fluorescent jackets worn by the pro-
testers. On the Rue Royale in the heart of Paris, half a
dozen laborers gingerly replaced glass panes on the front
of a Dior store. Next door, a Chanel employee vacuumed
shards of glass from the floor, while carpenters removed
the plywood panels that had been protecting a Gucci
shop. The government said it would consider a state of
emergency in the face of unrest across the country. The
violence in Paris was the worst in the elegant center of the
capital since the May 1968 student uprising that brought
France to its knees.

‘Maybe the army should intervene’
“We’re already afraid of what’s going to happen next

week. The violence is escalating at an exponential rate,”
said Claude, a well-heeled woman who lives next to the
Belle Armee brasserie that was set ablaze. “The state is
losing control. They cannot let this happen. Maybe the
army should intervene.” Parisians and tourists surveyed the
aftermath, capturing the moment on smartphones as the
capital digested the chaos that now poses a serious chal-
lenge to Macron’s presidency.

“Macron has a problem on his hands. Everyone’s fed
up. He’s got to listen more,” said Amaya Fuster, eyeing
graffiti daubed on a Printemps department store window
that read: “There’s enough money in the coffers of busi-
nessmen. Share the riches!” Authorities said violent groups
from the far right and far left as well as “thugs” from the
suburbs had infiltrated the yellow vests movement in Paris
on Saturday.

There were signs that some of the hardcore trouble-
makers were part of the anarchist and anti-capitalist
movement: Banks, insurance companies, upmarket private
homes and cafes and glitzy boutiques were among the
properties smashed up and looted. The protests are taking
a toll on the economy. On Saturday, boulevards that should
have been packed with tourists and Christmas shoppers
resembled battle zones, as smoke and tear gas hung in the
air and debris littered the ground. Hotels and department
stores in the capital stand to lose millions.

“We thought, ‘Oh, that’s our holiday over’,” said Yao
Lei, a Chinese tourist from Shanghai who arrived in Paris
at dawn and had received video images of the chaos on his
flight. “We’re here to shop but we wondered if we’d have
to go straight to Milan instead.” — Reuters 

Stunned Parisians clean up posh district 

Dem hopefuls 
slowly lift veil 
on challenging 
Trump in 2020

As US President Donald Trump faces intensifying
scrutiny about possible connections to Russia,
opposition Democrats are looking to 2020, and

who might challenge the controversial leader for his job.
They have published new books and made repeat visits to
early-voting states - traditional steps towards a White
House bid. Several have publicly expressed interest in run-
ning. “I’m considering it,” goes the refrain.

Others are keeping mum for now. But with the first pri-
mary votes 14 months away, time is of the essence, and
deciding late risks the best potential advisors - and donors
- aligning elsewhere. Trump is clearly eager to take on
challengers. “I dream about them,” he said recently. The
potential 2020 Democratic field is vast - too vast, some
strategists worry. Meanwhile, some see it as a sign of party
strength before waging campaign war.

The old guard 
Joe Biden: Riding his fame and gaining sympathy over

his son’s death from cancer, the former vice president
handily leads 2020 polls. But after eight years in the White
House and a lengthy Senate career, Biden, 76, acknowl-
edges that age is a “legitimate” election issue.

Bernie Sanders: Hillary Clinton’s unexpectedly strong
2016 challenger has signaled his 2020 interest. The 77-
year-old liberal US senator said he is studying whether he
is the “best candidate” to beat Trump before launching a
campaign.

Clinton and John Kerry: Both former secretaries of state
lost their presidential bids, but they have delivered barely-
cryptic messages about possible returns to politics.

The star of the moment 
Beto O’Rourke: This 46-year-old progressive Texas

congressman is suddenly the talk of the trail. While he lost
his Senate race this month, O’Rourke gained an intangible
asset: Name recognition. He built a national grassroots
structure that reached millions, inspired an army of volun-
teers and won over independent voters - all critical for a
modern-day successful campaign.

The wave of enthusiasm for the former punk rocker did
not crash with his Senate defeat. Instead, he is routinely
mentioned in 2020 analysis, and this week O’Rourke
opened the door by acknowledging he is thinking about a
presidential bid. Some are not waiting for him to decide. A
group called Draft Beto 2020, founded by Democratic
strategists, launched this week to draw support.

The senators 
Sherrod Brown: Often removed from the political spot-

light, Brown acknowledged his presidential interest after
the November 6 midterms. His left-leaning policies on
workers’ rights and international trade played well in his
Ohio, the quintessential Midwestern swing state where he
resoundingly won re-election. Trump took notice, accusing
Brown of failing to prevent the job cuts recently
announced by General Motors. 

Elizabeth Warren: The senator from Massachusetts still
dodges questions about 2020 but the mystery is fading.
On Thursday she outlined her foreign policy vision, and
she regularly clashes with Trump on Twitter.

Cory Booker and Kamala Harris: The first-term Senate
Democrats are popular progressives. Each this year has
visited Iowa, the state that votes first in the nominations
process, and other early voting states. Harris and Booker,
both of whom are black, are from California and New
Jersey respectively, coastal states often associated with
progressive elites, putting them at risk of a poor showing
in heartland and southern states.

Senator Amy Klobuchar overwhelmingly won re-elec-
tion in the Midwestern state of Minnesota, placing her in
good standing should she announce a run. Other senators
mulling bids include Oregon’s Jeff Merkley, New York’s
Kirsten Gillibrand, and Mark Warner of Virginia.

The billionaires 
Michael Bloomberg: Like Trump, Bloomberg is a confi-

dent New York billionaire. The ex-mayor has spent mil-
lions helping Democrats win in the midterms. But Trump
brushed him aside as a serious 2020 candidate this week,
saying he would “love to run against Little Michael”.

Oprah Winfrey: The television queen has denied inter-
est in running, but her name keeps appearing on 2020 lists.

Financier-turned-environmental activist Tom Steyer,
who has called for Trump’s impeachment, is a potential
candidate, as is Howard Schultz, the former chief executive
of Starbucks.

The outsiders 
With no heir apparent, the Democratic nomination fight

will be sprawling. It could include governors like
Montana’s Steve Bullock, congressmen such as 40-year-
old Seth Moulton, and Obama-era officials like ex-housing
secretary Julian Castro - among others:

Michael Avenatti: The brash anti-Trump lawyer for porn
star Stormy Daniels is “seriously” interested in a White
House bid.

Richard Ojeda: The West Virginia military veteran who
pumps iron, supports coal and once voted for Trump
recently declared his candidacy.

John Delaney: The Maryland congressman became the
first to announce his presidential campaign, in 2017, and
has visited all 99 Iowa counties. He remains relatively
unknown. — AFP 

In this photo taken on Nov 06, 2018, US Senator Elizabeth Warren addresses the audience during the Massachusetts
Democratic coordinated campaign election night celebration at the Fairmont Copley Hotel in Boston. — AFP 


