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For years, people have complained from trav-
eling through Kuwait International Airport,
which receives millions of travelers. So the

decision to finally build a new airport came to us
as a breath of fresh air. I know that the comple-
tion of the new airport will take years, but what
made everyone feel a little comfortable is the
opening of the new T4 passenger terminal.

The new terminal was opened this year under
the patronage and presence of HH the Amir
Sheikh Sabah Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah. The
building is located north of Kuwait International
Airport and covers an area of about 55,000 sq
m. It was allocated for Kuwait Airways and its
subsidiaries. The terminal is designed to reduce
the burden and congestion from the existing
building that is usually crowded, especially in the
seasons of travel and holidays - and they are
many indeed.

So T4, as well as Sheikh Saad Airport (T3) and
the T5 passenger terminal building, will reduce
pressure on Kuwait International Airport and
provide better services for passengers until the
new terminal (T2) is ready in 2022. The T4 proj-
ect also provides new work opportunities and
additional revenues of $60 million annually. This
is perfect. It is about time.

I have traveled several times since the opening
of the new terminal. The first time was a pleasant
experience despite the negatives that I wish will
end very soon. The building is undoubtedly mas-
sive and able to accommodate large numbers of
passengers and cars. There are support services
provided by staff who are ready to help passen-
gers, which is indeed a good gesture. Yet, I
looked around for money exchange shops and
failed to find one. I wanted to have a decent
lunch, but I only found some cafes scattered
around, and some had no seats or tables.   

I did not want coffee or sandwiches and want-
ed to eat a proper lunch, so I went to the first
class and business class lounge, which in most
countries accept credit card holders, but they
told me that I must be a first class or business
class passenger to enter the lounge. Worldwide,
you can enter these halls by using your credit
card, but the female employee did not have any
instructions on what to do in such cases. I believe
this is an issue that needs to be resolved and
clarified soon. I decided to sit outside and luckily,
I did not wait for long until the gate opened.

Recently, the Directorate General of Civil
Aviation announced the signing of a contract for
the new passenger terminal for the implementa-
tion, investment and maintenance of shops with a
well-known and reputable local company. I was
thrilled to see this report. I believe that the new
terminal is spacious, and the staff is nice as well,
which makes traveling on Kuwait Airways easy
and convenient. But the absence of some shops
that are essentially needed by travelers is a mat-
ter of urgency, and since the tender has been
finalized, I wish the civil aviation administration
will work quickly with the local company in
opening the required facilities soon to make the
travel experience complete. 

Flying via T4
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local spotlight

Iam a staunch advocate of US President Donald Trump’s recent decisions and
resolutions regarding the restriction and control of the influx of the illegal
immigration into American territories as well as banning or scrapping the

birthright citizenship. 
President Trump realized the fact of the risk of foreign immigrant’s heavy

burden on the American economy and national security. In my opinion, uncon-
trolled immigration must be vehemently stopped and prohibited by countries’
rules and regulations, as it would create financial, social and cultural imbalances
and implications. 

Most of the immigrants are driven or motivated by financial and materialistic
ends and ambitions when seeking political asylum in countries where luxury
style of life is provided and augmented. The influx or deluge of illegal immi-
grants induces various complicated and intertwined problems such as increase
of the unemployment rate, which involves social and financial complications such
as the decline of the standard of living and other associated consequences.
Meanwhile, uncontrolled immigration leads to fast-growing population, which is
another dilemma to be faced by hosting countries. 

No matter how strong or stubborn the country’s economy is, it will collapse
or become fragile under the heavy burden of growing population, as well as
consumer materialistic and service demands. No matter how perfect the admin-
istration’s standard and sound organization of any state might be, the uncon-
trolled population growth will be the destructive tool to bring it down. 

The second most important issue President Trump is focusing on is the ban-
ning or barring of the birthright citizenship; an act which is going to be applaud-
ed and commended by indigenous Americans. In my opinion, naturalization is an
act of blunder and an irrational decision irrespective of the long period of time
the person had been staying in the hosting country. Logic and reason do not
support the idea of naturalizing expatriates who historically, geographically, cul-
turally as well as genetically do not belong to the country of their residence.   

Naturalization will not create loyalty and patriotism as thought by some
American and Western European visionaries and lawmakers. America and
Western countries decided out of good intentions, good faith as well as humani-
tarian motives to grant their citizenships to immigrants who stayed five years
and above in their regional territories. In my opinion, this generous gesture
should not have had been done even if the expatriate stayed there for their
entire lives, because naturalized people will remain attached tenaciously to their
historical and traditional heritage and pass the same to their coming genera-
tions, as they will strive to bring them back to the culture they originally belong
to. Such situation will create social ostracism, ethnic strife, religious conflicts as
well as invidious distinctions.

In my opinion, immigrants and expatriates could be granted permanent resi-
dence only subject to the rules and regulations of the concerned country, where
they can have a secure job under fair conditions that benefit both parties and
are subject to the available vacancies and the dire need of the country of resi-
dence, with no binding commitment on the hosting country to provide peculiar
services which it is obliged to provide to its indigenous or genuine citizens. 

President Trump has set forth an exemplary approach to save and secure his
country. It  is advisable for the Western European countries and others to follow
suit on President Trump’s brilliant trend. Remember always that your lenient and
soft rules and regulations in that respect will fire back on you if they are not re-
considered and revised. Regarding the aforementioned subject, the same con-
cept is applicable to Kuwait. My advice to our government is to be ultra-conser-
vative and should not go much far in granting Kuwaiti citizenship to applicants
of other countries’ citizens. We are a small country of limited area, single source
of income and a small population of egalitarian society structure. I cannot trust
any person who is ready to abdicate his country’s citizenship or passport for the
sake of gaining another foreign country’s citizenship or passport, which to me
means a kind of wavering and switching of loyalty and belonging.

During the barbaric Iraqi invasion of our beloved country Kuwait, some
Kuwaiti citizenship documents were found disposed off in garbage containers
across the streets, while other holders bashfully and ungratefully handed them to
Kuwaiti embassies and consulates abroad. Some holders did not even condemn
the invasion and showed indifference to what happened to the country they held
its citizenship. The Kuwaiti citizenship is a tax-free document associated with
other lucrative privileges which makes many people of other countries to long for
it. Gentlemen, remember that our small state of Kuwait is a rentier country where
citizens’ well-being and welfare is being taken care of by our esteemed govern-
ment from cradle to grave, therefore any attempt of tampering with the demo-
graphic structure of our society will definitely re-bound negatively on our coun-
try’s stability and national security. Gentlemen, remember always that blood is
thicker than water.

Well done 
Mr President Trump
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By Marine Engineer Naif Aldhafeeery

In my view

Kuwaitis to replace 508 expats in
Awqaf ministry in current fiscal year

Only 1,861 out of 13,498 education ministry employees are non-Kuwaitis
By A Saleh 

KUWAIT: The Civil Service Commission
(CSC) contacted the Ministry of Awqaf and
Islamic Affairs concerning its 2019-2020
budget, noting that a study had been made on
the total number of Kuwaiti and non-Kuwaiti
employees in each of the ministry’s sectors.
According to the CSC study, the ministry has
17,815 employees including 2,863 non-
Kuwaitis, of whom 508 will be replaced by
citizens in the current fiscal year. 

Meanwhile, recent statistics about
Ministry of Education (MoE) employees
showed that the total number of employees
working in various ministry departments is
13,498 including 10,031 female and 3,467
male employees; ie 74 percent and 26 per-
cent respectively of the total number. The
2018 statistics also showed that the total
number of Kuwaiti employees is 11,637
including 2,009 male and 9,628 female
employees, and that non-Kuwaitis were only
1,861 including 1,458 male and 403 female
employees. 

Statistics showed that the majority of
employees work for the public education sec-
tor with 62.3 percent of the total manpower,
and that 1.9 percent of male employees hold
PhD degrees, 5 percent hold masters degrees,
45.3 percent hold university degrees, 13.1 per-
cent hold diplomas, 12.4 percent have high
school certificates and that 22.2 percent have
minor certificates.  On the other hand, statis-
tics showed that only 0.6 percent of female
employees hold PhD degrees, 2.1 percent hold

masters degrees, 36.1 percent hold university
degrees, 49.7 percent hold diplomas, 8 per-
cent have high school certificates and 3.6 per-
cent have minor certificates. 

Concerning the total years in service, sta-
tistics showed 325 employees have been in
service for 31 years or more, 7,230 are in
service for 26-30 years, 1,241 for 21-25 years,
1,491 for 16-20 years while those who are in

service for five years or less total 3,934
employees. Age-wise, statistics showed that
94 employees are 61 or older and that 337
employees are 56-60 years old. Nationality-
wise, statistics showed employees include 35
GCC nationals, 1,096 Egyptians, 92 from other
Arab nationalities, 616 Asians and only 12
stateless employees. 

Desalination projects 
In collaboration with the Ministry of

Electricity and Water (MEW), the Kuwait
Authority for Partnership Projects (KAPP)

announced inviting specialized local, regional
and international consultancy consortiums to
file their bids for providing consultancy serv-
ices for power and water desalination projects
of Al-Khairan (phase one) and Al-Zour north-
ern plant (Phases 2 and 3). Al-Zour northern
plant will be built 100 km south of Kuwaiti
City with a total capacity of 2,700 megawatts
of electricity and 165 million imperial gallons

of water. Khairan power plant will also be
built 100 km south of Kuwait City with a
capacity of 1,800 megawatts of electricity
and 125 million imperial gallons of water. 

Construction percentage
The Municipal Council’s technical com-

mittee is scheduled to meet tomorrow to
discuss a proposal by member Abdul Salam
Al-Randi concerning increasing the per-
centage of construction in new private resi-
dential areas, in addition to allowing the
construction of a fourth floor in houses
smaller in area than 375 sq m.  

Ice Age
Meteorologist Essa Ramadan strongly

refuted a viral audio recording announcing
that Earth will witness an Ice Age soon, noting
that the truth is completely the opposite.
Ramadan explained that according to various
studies and due to global warming, Earth’s
temperature is increasing despite the unusual
extreme winter cold and snow in areas that
had never experienced such weather. “This
does not mean an Ice Age is starting,” he
underscored, noting that Europe, America and

Canada will have extremely cold winters in the
coming years in addition to extremely hot
summers in Europe, the Middle East and the
Arabian peninsula resulting from climate
change currently taking place. Ramadan
added the global climate will witness severe

changes during the coming decades including
hurricanes and heavy rain in some areas, while
others will suffer from severe droughts.
“Extreme weather is expected in areas above
latitude 35 and those located south of the
equator,” he concluded. 

The Civil Service Commission.

Meteorologist
refutes ‘Ice

Age’ rumors

1,569 used tires
for sale busted
during crackdown
By Meshaal Al-Enezi

KUWAIT: Four stores were caught selling used
tires of various types at Naayem scrap area,
the Ministry of Commerce and Industry said
yesterday, noting that 1,569 used tires were
found for sale in violation of law 216/2014. The

ministry asked consumers to call the hotline 135
in case of any violations.

In other news, Andalus Co-op Society’s
board of directors organized a joint campaign
in coordination with the Andalus municipal
center. The municipality’s head of cleanliness
Yousuf Al-Mutairi and inspector Ahmad Al-
Mutairi supervised the campaign. The Co-
op’s Chairman Athbi Aba Al-Khail and board
member Nasser Ashkanani Aba Al-Khail said
that the campaign was launched with the
spirit of cooperation to fight the effects of the
recent rainstorms and remove loose gravel
from the streets. He thanked Kuwait
Municipality Director Ahmad Al-Manfouhi for
his cooperation.

Unexploded 
landmines
exist in Sabah 
Al-Ahmad
Natural Reserve
KUWAIT: Unexploded landmines may still
exist in Sabah Al-Ahmad Natural Reserve
(SANR), therefore, people should take extra
precaution and report any suspicious objects
to the authorities, Chairperson of the Kuwait
Voluntary Work Center (KVWC) Sheikha
Amthal Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah said yes-
terday. In a statement on the sideline of an
operation dismantling a recently discovered

landmine, Sheikha Amthal Al-Ahmad warned
trespassers of landmines or ordnance that
might go off due to intrusive activities at the
Reserve. KVWC will not hesitate to prosecute
trespassers through environmental law with the
support of Environment Public Authority and
the Ministry of Interior, she affirmed. — KUNA

Don’t leave maid
at recruitment
office: Interior
Ministry
By Hanan Al-Saadoun

KUWAIT: Sponsors are advised to refer to the
Interior Ministry’s domestic help department to settle
any dispute over their contracts with domestic
helpers, and avoid leaving the helper at the recruit-
ment office. This came in a statement the department
released yesterday and in which it noted that it car-
ried out several inspections of domestic help offices,
resulting in the arrest of several violators, while some
offices were cited for harboring runaway domestic
helpers. The department said it will continue its cam-
paigns to check unlicensed offices.

King Fahd Road fire
Mishref firemen put out a fire in a vehicle on King

Fahd Road. No injuries were reported in the incident.
Meanwhile, an investigation was opened to reveal the
cause of the fire.

GIC ISO certificate
Director General of Kuwait Fire Service

Directorate (KFSD) Lt General Khalid Rakan Al-
Mikrad received the GIC ISO certificate, in presence
of several officials from the Public Authority for
Applied Education and Training (PAAET). Mikrad
lauded the efforts of the planning and training team
and their determination to get the quality certificate.
He congratulated all those who worked on getting
the ISO certificate from an international organiza-
tion. He said the certificate provides confidence to
any establishment that receives it. “We will keep on
working so that the rest of sectors get the same
accreditation,” he said.

Snapchat 
offender
arrested
KUWAIT: Criminal detectives identi-
fied a Snapchat user who insulted and
defamed an expat due to previous dif-
ferences. A source said an expat went
to a police station in Hawally and com-
plained against the Snapchat user for
ridiculing and defaming him.
Detectives, after identifying the sus-
pect - a citizen - went to his house
and arrested him. He confessed to
making the videos and was detained.

Jahra accident
A woman driving a car in Jahra ran

over a pedestrian and accused him of
‘throwing himself ’ in front of her
moving vehicle. The woman, a
bedoon, said she was surprised by
the victim and attempted to avoid
him, but could not. The man, Indian,
sustained fractures and bruises, and
was taken to hospital by paramedics
who arrived to the scene with police
after the accident was reported.
Police are waiting for the man’s con-
dition to improve in order to get his
side of the story. 

Marijuana parcel
Customs officers at the postal

parcels center discovered a large
quantity of marijuana inside a parcel
that arrived from an Asian country and
addressed to an Asian man. An arrest
warrant was issued against the sus-
pect. — Translated by Kuwait Times
from Al-Rai

KUWAIT: Interior and defense ministry person-
nel sweep an area at Sabah Al-Ahmad Natural
Reserve in search for landmines. — KUNA


