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Information Minister underlines
importance of Arab media awareness

FANA chief urges more active int’l role for Arab news agencies 
KUWAIT: The world today is going
through a critical phase of accelerated
events and challenges that cannot be
ignored by media, especially Arab news
outlets, Kuwait’s Minister of Information
and Minister of State for Youth Affairs
Mohammad Al-Jabri said yesterday.

Arab news agencies play a major role in
promoting awareness among people while
also shouldering the responsibility of
addressing rumors that aim to destabilize
relations, as well as confronting such
immoral ideals, especially from terrorizing
extremist factions, Jabri said in a speech at
the opening ceremony of the 46th General
Assembly of the Federation of Arab News
Agencies (FANA) Conference in Kuwait,
where he represented His Highness the
Prime Minister Sheikh Jaber Al-Mubarak
Al-Hamad Al-Sabah.

He added that media outlets could sup-
port the national development efforts and
influence the citizens in taking part in
these efforts through channeling their
energies in the right direction to achieve
maximum benefit from their ideas, which
would eventually lead for a more construc-
tive future. Minister Jabri voiced confi-
dence that the next phase would be a new
transition for Arab news agencies in vari-
ous ways in terms of advancements in
tools and methods.

In order to reach these goals, there must
be collaborative efforts in strengthening
relations through continued open dialogue
and exchange of experiences among the

agencies, assured Jabri. He conveyed greet-
ings of His Highness the Prime Minister,
who wished success for Arab media as this
patronage comes within the framework of
His Highness’s keenness to promote joint
Arab cooperation. Jabri welcomed the
President of Organization of Asia-Pacific
News Agencies (OANA) and Director
General of Azerbaijan Press Agency (APA)
Aslan Aslanov and thanked them for attend-
ing the ceremony. 

More active role
Meanwhile, Secretary General of FANA

Dr Fareed Ayyar called for a more active
role for Arab news agencies in the interna-
tional arena in order to defend the Arab
identity to achieve security and stability in
the world and region. The current capabili-
ties available in the Arab agencies com-
pared to other international and European
ones are the product of weakness and con-

tradiction between aspirations and ambi-
tions, Ayyar told the conference. He added
that all news agencies are facing many dan-
gers from social media that are intercepting
in what he called a ‘media tsunami’ to domi-
nate the news market and weaken the role
of news agencies in delivering credible
news. He suggested that the solution to this
issue is to provide more freedom, finance
and support as well as a priority for broad-
casting to maintain its chief role. It is the
duty of journalists to take the responsibility
of covering trustworthy topics, or there will
be no progress, he added.

He also called for emotions to be
extracted from the press and to focus on
fighting injustice and ‘terrorism’ to embrace
the principle of freedom and human rights
to better serve the people in understanding
events that could affect their actions. He
mentioned FANA’s current status among
international unions as an active member at

the International Conference of News
Agencies, which includes more than 130
news agencies. He added that he is assigned
to head the sixth session of the international
conference on “false news and policies of
disinformation,” which will be held in the
Bulgarian capital, Sofia next year.

Ayyar also pointed to the Federation’s
efforts to establish a web of communica-
tions with European, Asian, and Latin
American news agencies along with inter-
national and regional bodies. FANA has
started implementing the training programs
of all agencies cadres from their commer-
cial and press sectors, with a promising
phase of development ahead.

Rapid developments
In his opening speech at the conference,

Chairman of the FANA and Director General
of Kuwait News Agency (KUNA) Sheikh
Mubarak Al-Duaij Al-Sabah said the meet-

ing has gained importance under rapid
developments, challenges and the increasing
role of media in various walks of life. He
added that the press is a ‘double-edged
weapon’ which if used in an inappropriate
manner could lead to chaos and destabiliza-
tion of societies. He stressed the role of
FANA face challenges that seek to interrupt
the development of nations and societies,
especially the ones of extremist nature.

Presenting the modern and bright side of
“our” societies is a way of combating these
challenges on regional and international
levels, he pointed out. “Even though these
are tough challenges, it is not impossible or
a figment of imagination for those goals to
be attained,” said Sheikh Mubarak, adding
that success will only come through coop-
eration and solidarity of all institutions. He
concluded by thanking His Highness the
Prime Minister for his patronage of the
Conference, along with Minister Jabri for
supporting KUNA in this venture.

Sheikh Mubarak also said that he was
grateful for ongoing talks involving news
agencies from around the Arab region. “We
listened to His Highness the Prime Minister’s
instructions over the need to establish a free
media,” he said in a statement, thanking the
Kuwaiti premier for sponsoring the confer-
ence. Echoing His Highness the Prime
Minister’s remarks, he said that Arab news
agencies have made ‘tangible progress’ in
recent years, applauding their credibility
and objectivity in delivering news to the
general public. — KUNA
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KUWAIT: Kuwait and Egypt have held
a preparatory meeting ahead of a joint
committee event due in Kuwait tomor-
row, under co-chairmanship of both
countries’ foreign ministers. The
preparatory meeting was presided over
by Kuwaiti Assistant Foreign Minister
for Arab World Ambassador Fahad Al-
Awadhi, and attended by Kuwaiti
Ambassador in Cairo Mohammad Al-

Thuwaikh, Assistant Foreign Minister
for Consular Affairs Ambassador Samie
Al-Hamad and senior officials from
several other Kuwaiti and Egyptian
agencies. The officials will consider
bilateral relations, ways of upgrading
them to new heights in line with both
sisterly nations’ leaderships, as well as
enduring coordination at regional and
international events. — KUNA

Kuwait, Egypt gearing
up for joint panel meeting

KUWAIT: Kuwaiti and Egyptian officials attend a preparatory meeting ahead of a
joint committee event.— KUNAKUWAIT: His Highness the Prime Minister Sheikh Jaber Al-Mubarak Al-Hamad Al-Sabah meets with participants in the 46th FANA Conference. — KUNA

Prime Minister receives FANA conference participants
KUWAIT: His Highness the Prime Minister
Sheikh Jaber Al-Mubarak Al-Hamad Al-Sabah
received yesterday at Seif Palace, in presence of
Minister of Information and Minister of State for
Youth Affairs Mohammad Al-Jabri, President of
the Federation of Arab News Agency (FANA) as
well as Kuwait News Agency (KUNA) Director

General and Chairman Sheikh Mubarak Al-Duaij
Al-Sabah. The reception was attended by
KUNA members of the board partaking in the
46th FANA Conference. During the meeting, His
Highness Sheikh Jaber Al-Mubarak called on the
officials to seize the opportunity to use media as
a tool to counter extreme ideologies and spread

knowledge and valuable information. He com-
mended the role of Arab news agencies in
spreading culture throughout the region, saying
that agencies played an integral part in provid-
ing news and information to the masses in an
atmosphere of freedom, objectivity, and total
transparency. — KUNA

BRUSSELS: Cooperation between Kuwait and the
European Union (EU) and the North Atlantic Treaty
Organization (NATO) have reached new heights
following a number of bilateral events held in
Brussels in the last few days. Analysts opine that
Kuwait’s image as a force for peace and stability,
not only in the region but globally, is now strongly
entrenched in the minds of decision-makers both in
the EU and NATO and they are eager to develop a
strong and solid partnership with Kuwait. The untir-
ing, persistent and continuing efforts of  His
Highness the Amir Sheikh Sabah Al-Ahmad Al-
Jaber Al-Sabah in mediating to resolve the Gulf cri-
sis and his world-wide humanitarian role has won
him sincere support and praise from the 28-member
EU and the 29-member NATO.

Kuwait officially opened its mission inside NATO
headquarters in Brussels last week. It is the second
Arab Gulf country to maintain a mission inside
NATO after the UAE. The Kuwaiti mission was
inaugurated by its Deputy Minister of Foreign
Affairs Khaled Al-Jarallah and NATO’s Assistant
Secretary General for Political Affairs and Security
Policy, Ambassador Alejandro Alvargonzalez. “This
mission in NATO will contribute to strengthening
the relationship between the State of Kuwait and
NATO,” Jarallah said after the opening ceremony.

In 2017, NATO opened its first regional center in
Kuwait, considered to be the best center of the
alliance outside its headquarters. Kuwait was also
the first member of the Gulf Cooperation Council to
join NATO’s Istanbul Cooperation Initiative (ICI),
which was launched in 2004 to boost cooperation
with Arab Gulf countries. The meeting between
Kuwait and the European Union External Action
(EEA) discussed the implementat ion of  the

Cooperation Arrangement between the EEAS and
the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of Kuwait which was
signed in 2016.

In a lengthy statement, the EEAS said the meet-
ing “marks a new chapter in this important relation-
ship, particularly when combined with the EU’s
declared intention of opening a delegation in
Kuwait City, foreseen for 2019.” Meanwhile, Jarallah
said that the meeting was “positive and very fruit-
ful.” Both sides also agreed to continue working
together to promote non-violent solutions to con-
flicts. Observers note that like the EU, Kuwait is
emerging as a significant soft power trying to
resolve disputes and crises through dialogue, diplo-
macy and humanitarian assistance and not by mili-
tary force. EU-Kuwait senior officials meetings will
be held annually with the next meeting taking place
in 2019 in Kuwait.

Moreover, bilateral relations and the region’s lat-
est developments were the focus of a meeting on
November 29 between chief of Kuwait National
Security Bureau Sheikh Thamer Ali Al-Sabah and
NATO Deputy Secretary General  Rose
Gottemoeller. This came on the sideline of Sheikh
Thamer’s attendance of a conference marking the
60th anniversary of establishing the NATO Science
for Peace and Security (SPS) Program. Sheikh
Thamer proposed to NATO holding a ceremony
next year to mark the 15th anniversary of the estab-
lishment of ICI. The Bureau’s head of information
security Sheikh Fawaz Mishal Al-Sabah delivered a
speech on Kuwaiti-NATO relations and the role of
the SPS in supporting ICI activities in Kuwait. EU
and NATO officials are united in their view that
Kuwait’s ambassador in Brussels Jassem Al-Budaiwi
is the force behind the tremendous upsurge and

strengthening of bilateral relations.
In a related development, Deputy Director

General and Editor-in-Chief of KUNA Saad Al-Ali
concluded his first visit to the Belgian capital on
November 23, after holding three days of discus-
sions with top NATO media officials, the EU and
Belgium. He met with spokespersons of NATO, the
European Council, the European Commission, the
European Parliament and the Belgian foreign min-
istry to boost media cooperation with the EU and

NATO. After the inauguration of the NATO regional
center in Kuwait in 2017, the public and media
interest in the Gulf country have grown to learn
more about NATO. Ali underlined that the opening
of the EU mission in Kuwait next year will further
develop ties between the two sides. The year 2018
is ending on a very positive tone in EU-Kuwait and
NATO-Kuwait relationship with the expectation
that 2019 will see more top-level visits and a more
fruitful partnership. — KUNA

Kuwait’s relationship with EU, NATO reaches new heights

BRUSSELS: Kuwaiti Deputy Foreign Minister Khaled Al-Jarallah and other officials take a group photo on the
sidelines of the first senior officials meeting between the European Union and the State of Kuwait. — KUNA


