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DUBLIN: For the first time 12 nations will head into
today’s qualifying draw for Euro 2020 with the extra
incentive of playing on home soil should they make it to
the 24-team tournament in two years time.

Amsterdam, Baku, Bilbao, Bucharest, Budapest,
Copenhagen, Dublin, Glasgow, London, Munich, Rome
and Saint Petersburg are the 12 cities that will host
matches across the continent to celebrate the 60th
anniversary since the first European Championships.

The draw in Dublin will see UEFA’s 55 nations split
into 10 groups with the top two in each section making
up the first 20 teams to qualify.

However, a maximum of two of the hosts nations can
be paired together in each group to give all 12 the
chance of experiencing a home tournament with a
guarantee of at least two home games in the group
stages. England stand to gain most from home advan-
tage with both semi-finals and the final, as well as three
group games and a last 16 tie set to be played at
Wembley.

The Three Lions have enjoyed argubly their best
year since winning the World Cup on home soil in 1966
as Gareth Southgate’s side reached the semi-finals of
the World Cup in Russia and then beat Spain and
Croatia to reach the inaugural finals of the Nations
League next summer.

Southgate is well aware of the extra inspiration of
playing in a major tournament at home as he was part
of the England side that reached the semi-finals at Euro
‘96.  “What the players are going to experience is close
to what we experienced in 1996 and in ‘66. That’s
incredible for everybody,” said the England manager.

The Wembley factor could be key to ending
England’s half century without winning a major tourna-

ment with Southgate’s exciting young squad having
renergised a nation’s support.

“I think the most pleasing thing of the year has been
the connection with the fans and being able to share
brilliant experiences with them,” added Southgate after
exacting some measure of revenge for defeat to Croatia
in the World Cup semi-finals in a thrilling Nations
League group finale earlier this month.

“I can’t remember the new Wembley like that. We
have exciting players that give them excitement.”

England, Switzerland, Portugal and the Netherlands
are guaranteed to end up in a five-team group to free
them up from qualifiers for the Nations League finals in
June. World champions France, Belgium, Croatia, Italy,
Poland and Spain make up the rest of the top seeds, as
Germany’s relegation from their Nations League group
with the French and Dutch means they slip into pot two.

After also crashing out at the first hurdle at the
World Cup for the first time in 80 years, Germany
coach Joachim Loew needs to bounce back in qualify-
ing with Munich playing host to five matches, including
a quarter-final.

But Loew has no doubt the four-time world champi-
ons will qualify. “Of course we would have wished for a
different set-up for the draw, but we face the situation
and accept it,” said Loew. “I’m looking forward to next
year. We have a team with good prospects and we’ll
qualify for the European Championships.” For those
who fail to qualify in the top two of their group, there
may still be the safety net of a playoff via the Nations
League. The final four places will be decided in a semi-
final and final between the top four sides from the four
tiers of the Nations League that do not qualify auto-
matically in March 2020. —AFP
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LONDON: Tottenham midfielder Harry Winks has
warned Arsenal that his side are in the perfect form
to end their bitter rivals’ 18-match unbeaten run
today. Mauricio Pochettino’s team head to the
Emirates Stadium on a six-match winning streak
which has carried them to third in the Premier
League table.

Tottenham are also on a high after salvaging their
hopes of qualifying for the Champions League last
16 with a 1-0 win over Inter Milan on Wednesday.
Revitalised by new boss Unai Emery, Arsenal’s own
form has been just as impressive over the last three
months and they sit only three points behind
Tottenham.

But England international Winks says the north
London derby has come at the right time for
Tottenham as they chase a first win at their hated
neighbours’ stadium since 2010. “It is a game the
fans want to win and one that we want to win. Three
games in a week is going to be tough, but confidence
is high,” Winks said.

“Of course they are beatable. The form we are in
right now, it is probably the perfect time to go there.
It is going to be a good game.” The 196th clash
between these feuding city-rivals promises to be a
fascinating study of two teams who started the sea-
son with differing ambitions.

While Tottenham hope to mount a genuine title
challenge, Arsenal would be happy with a top four
finish after emerging from the dark final days of
Arsene Wenger’s reign. Arsenal are unbeaten in their
last 11 league games, but have yet to defeat one of
their top four rivals this season after losing to
Manchester City and Chelsea and drawing with
Liverpool.

A victory would give Tottenham their highest
points total after 14 games of a Premier League sea-
son, while a draw would mean they equal their best
haul of 31 points in the 2011-12 campaign. The
Gunners have lost just one of their last 25 top-flight
home matches against Tottenham, but they have won
only one of the last eight league derbies.

Emery’s side endured a long trip to Kiev in mid-
week for their Europa League win against Vorskla,
but the Gunners rested 10 players to keep them fresh
for the derby.

Rob Holding was the only player to retain his
place from the previous Premier League match at
Bournemouth and the defender is hoping Emery
gives him the chance to subdue Harry Kane today.

Tottenham striker Kane has scored seven times
against Arsenal and is one shy of equalling
Emmanuel Adebayor’s record for most Premier
League goals in north London derbies. “I’m looking
forward to going up against Harry Kane. If he
doesn’t score a goal, I’ll be happy,” Holding said.

It is the first time in 23 years that Tottenham will
make the short trip down the Seven Sisters Road to
face an Arsenal side not managed by Wenger. Only
two of the last nine Arsenal managers (including
caretakers) have won their first league game against
Tottenham-Don Howe in 1983 and Wenger in 1996.

Emery has impressed with his ability to reunite a
squad fractured by the toxic atmosphere that marred
Wenger’s last seasons and Holding admits the team
and fans have bonded again. “Yes, everyone is
together. We knew with the new manager it was
going to be a process. He’s come in and had a good
first half of the season,” Holding said.

“With the fans behind us and the manager, the
players are all buying into it. We’re in a positive
momentum at the moment.” Emery is a good
friend of Pochettino and the Tottenham manager is
looking forward to pitting his wits against the
Spaniard.—AFP
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Matches on TV 
(Local Timings)

ENGLISH PREMIER LEAGUE
Chelsea FC v Fulham FC 15:00
beIN SPORTS HD 2
Arsenal FC v Tottenham Hotspur 17:05
beIN SPORTS HD 2
Liverpool v Everton FC 19:15
beIN SPORTS HD 2

SPANISH LEAGUE
Real Betis v Real Sociedad 14:00
beIN SPORTS HD 3
Girona v Atletico de Madrid 18:15
beIN SPORTS HD 3
FC Barcelona v Villarreal CF 20:30
beIN SPORTS HD 3
Deportivo Alaves v Sevilla FC 22:45
beIN SPORTS HD 3

ITALIAN CALCIO LEAGUE 
AC Milan v Parma Calcio 1913 14:30
beIN SPORTS 
Torino FC v Genoa CFC 17:00
beIN SPORTS 
Frosinone Calcio v Cagliari Calcio 17:00
beIN SPORTS 
US Sassuolo Calcio v Udinese Calcio 17:00
beIN SPORTS 
AC Chievo Verona v SS Lazio 20:00
beIN SPORTS 
AS Roma v Internazionale Milano 22:30
beIN SPORTS

GERMAN BUNDESLIGA 
RB Leipzig v Borussia Monchengladbach 17:30
beIN SPORTS HD 5
Eintracht Frankfurt v VfL Wolfsburg 0:00
beIN SPORTS HD 5

FRENCH LEAGUE
Toulouse FC v Dijon 17:00
beIN SPORTS 
Olympique Marseille v Stade Reims 19:00
beIN SPORTS 
Stade Rennais v RC Strasbourg 19:00
beIN SPORTS 
FC Girondins de Bordeaux v Paris Saint-Germain 23:00
beIN SPORTS

LONDON: A dreadful blunder by Sheffield United
goalkeeper Dean Henderson helped Leeds to a 1-0 win
yesterday, their first at Bramall Lane since they won
the old First Division title 26 years ago.

Spanish veteran Pablo Hernandez slotted the ball
into an empty net after Henderson had passed the ball
to Leeds youngster Jack Clarke, to send Leeds to the
top of the table.  The visitorsówho could be overhauled
by Norwich if the Canaries beat Rotherham lateróheld

on for their third successive win despite some nervy
moments especially when Conor Washingtonís acro-
batic overhead kick rattled the crossbar. 

Sheffield United started the brighter and David
McGoldrick went close after 10 minutes bringing a
fabulous save from Leeds Northern Ireland interna-
tional Bailey Peacock-Farrell. The visitors suffered a
major injury blow 10 minutes later when captain Liam
Cooper hobbled off to be replaced by Finnish Under-
21 international Aapo Halme.

McGoldrick was avery fortunate to escape without
even a yellow card for a studs up foul on Polish inter-
national Mateusz Klich. Halme then showed up at the
other end but Dean Henderson got down to turn away
his deflected shot for a corner.

The young Finn, though, should have done better as
half-time approached. Sheffield Unitedís veteran strik-
er Billy Sharp gave him the slip but the 32-year-old

failed to make proper contact with McGoldrickís sub-
lime cross heading the ball into the ground and it sub-
sequently bounced over the bar.

Leeds turned on the pressure in the second-half,
Klich forcing Henderson into a smart save as the hour
mark approached. Peacock-Farrell came to the visitorsí
rescue soon afterwards saving with his feet from
McGoldrick.

Kemar Roofe was inches away from giving Leeds
the lead as the game entered the final 20 minutes his
header beating Henderson but shaving the outside of
the post. The previously impeccable Henderson gift-
ed Leeds a goal with eight minutes remaining.
Desperately trying to save a poor back pass by John
Egan from going for a corner, he passed it straight to
Clarke. The 18-year-old forward kept his head and
laid it across the area to Hernandez who made no
mistake.  — AFP
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BUENOS AIRES: FIFA President Gianni Infantino lament-
ed that “idiots ruined the party” for everyone after the
second leg of the Copa Libertadores final was moved to
Madrid following fan violence.

The match between Buenos Aires arch-rivals Boca
Juniors and River Plate was originally scheduled for
November 24 at River’s Monumental stadium but was
postponed after Boca players were injured when their
team bus was attacked by home fans throwing projectiles.
“I was here last Saturday,” Infantino said at a press con-
ference at the G20 summit in Buenos Aires. “It was a sad
moment for everyone. It is a football match. It is not a war,
not even a battle.”

“We have to work to find out who are the people to
blame. You have to identify them and get them out (of
football),” said Infantino.

“I hope this does not happen any longer,” he said. “This
story must mark the end of one chapter and the start of a
new one.” South American football’s governing body
Conmebol on Thursday confirmed that the match would be
played on December 9 at Real Madrid’s Santiago
Bernabeu stadium.

“All the leaders of G20 are interested in football and
they see the potential of football,” Infantino said. “Football
is the only truly global sport.” 

Meanwhile, River Plate said yesterday they have
refused to play the Copa Libertadores final against Boca
Juniors in Madrid. The match between the Argentine arch-
rivals has been moved to Real Madrid’s Santiago Bernabeu
stadium after it was twice postponed last weekend after
River Plate fans attacked the Boca Juniors team bus.

The match is due to be played in the Spanish capital on
December 9, but River Plate said they “confirmed their
rejection of the change of location”. In a statement on the
club’s website, River said it was “incomprehensible” that
the match had been moved to Spain. “It is incomprehensi-
ble that the superclasico cannot take place as normal in
the same country where a G20 summit is currently taking
place,” the club added. World leaders including US
President Donald Trump and Russian leader Vladimir Putin
are attending the G20 summit in the Argentine capital this
weekend. — AFP 
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MANCHESTER: Jose Mourinho fears Manchester United
will be unable to make major signings in January because
their rivals no longer need to sell to them. United have
spent almost £400 million ($510 million) on players since
Mourinho arrived at the club in 2016, but the manager
claims buying top-level players is becoming increasingly
difficult.

Mourinho claims the balance of power has shifted in the
Premier League - using the example of Tottenham, who
spent no money on players during the last transfer window,
but also managed to keep their key names, in Harry Kane,
Dele Alli, Christian Eriksen and Son Heung-Min.

There was no attempt by United to sign any of those
four players, but Mourinho is adamant Tottenham would
have refused to sell even if there had been. He argued it
did not used to be the case, with United prising England
midfielder Michael Carrick from Tottenham in 2006, then
luring Bulgaria striker Dimitar Berbatov from White Hart
Lane in 2008.

“Is Manchester United by its history, by its dimension,
bigger than Tottenham? With all respect, Tottenham is an

amazing club, but I think everybody would say yes,”
Mourinho said. “Can you buy Tottenham’s best players?
No, because they don’t sell. Of course, they are so power-
ful that they can say no.

“A few years ago, who was Tottenham’s best player?
Michael Carrick. And a few years later, who was the best
player? Berbatov. “Can we go there now and bring Harry
Kane? Dele Alli, Eriksen, Son? Can we go there and bring
those players here? No. So who is more powerful now?
Them or us?”

In what appeared to be a covert criticism of
Manchester City, Mourinho suggested financial restric-
tions sometimes did not apply in the Premier League.
Mourinho said some clubs could buy multiple full-backs at
the same time, a comment he has made before when refer-
encing City’s transfer policy. 

City manager Pep Guardiola bought three-full backs in
2017 while allowing another four to leave as he reshaped
his squad. “It’s more difficult to make the team better and
stronger with buying-unless you do what some clubs do,
and for some reason they can do this and others cannot,
which is say: I need a right-back and a left-back, send
away the ones you have and buy four at the same time,”
Mourinho said.

After making this comment, Mourinho was asked why
United did not have the financial muscle required to buy
the best players. “I cannot say the answer because one of
the answers you had a few weeks ago. I don’t want to
speak about that. But one of the answers you had a few
weeks ago,” he said.—AFP
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