
Windies stumble in
spin trial after 
Mahmudullah ton
DHAKA: Bangladesh spinners took a firm grip on the
second Test against West Indies after Mahmudullah
Riyad struck a career best 136 to guide the hosts to
508 in the first innings in Dhaka yesterday.

Mehidy Hasan and Shakib Al Hasan shared five
wickets between them as West Indies were reduced to
75-5 at stumps on the the second day, trailing the hosts
by 433 runs in the first innings. All five West Indies
batsmen were clean bowled-only the third time in
cricket history and the first time by spinners as Mehidy

finished with 3-36 and Shakib claimed 2-15.
Shakib struck in the very first over when he flum-

moxed West Indies skipper Kraigg Brathwaite with
inward delivery and Kieran Powell (four), Sunil Ambris
(seven), Roston Chase (zero) and Shai Hope (10) fol-
lowed him in quick succession. Shimron Hetmyer (32
not out) and Shane Dowrich (17 not out) stemmed the
rot to survive the day. Hetmyer was given out off rookie
spinner Nayeem Hasan on 10, but the decision was
overturned by television replay.

The West Indies innings were in complete contrast
to those of Bangladesh, which saw Shakib (80),
Shadman Islam (76) and Liton Das (54) making useful
contribution along with Mahmudullah. Resuming on
259-5, Bangladesh’s innings revolved around
Mahmudullah, who faced 242 balls and struck 10 fours
in his third Test century, on the second day.
Mahmudullah helped Bangladesh build on their
overnight score putting on a 111-run with Shakib Al
Hasan for the sixth wicket, 92-run with Liton Das for
the seventh wicket, and a 56-run with Taijul Islam (36)
for the ninth wicket. 

Shakib, who resumed on 55 overnight, added 25 to
his overnight score before he gave a catch to Hope at
gully off Kemar Roach. Mahmudullah and Liton main-
tained the pressure, helping the home side add 128 runs
in 25 overs of the morning session.

Liton-who was making a comeback to the side after
being dropped in the first Test-hit Chase a six and a
four in one over to bring a quickfire fifty off just 50
balls. Liton, who struck eight fours and a six in his
fourth Test fifty, fell after the lunch break when he
attempted a reverse sweep off Brathwaite and missed
the line to get bowled.

Jomel Warrican dismissed next batsman Mehidy
Hasan, but Taijul and Mahmudullah frustrated West
Indies to take their score close to 500-run mark.
Mahmudullah faced 29 balls in nervous nineties before
he cut Chase for four to bring his hundred. Warrican
bowled Mahmudullah to wrap-up the Bangladesh
innings and finish with 2-91, while Roach, Devendra
Bishoo and Brathwaite also claimed two wickets each.
Bangladesh are leading the two-Test series 1-0 thanks to
their 64-run win in the first Test in Chittagong. — AFP

FLORIDA: Aleksander Barkov scored 2:26 into overtime
to lead the host Florida Panthers to a 3-2 win over the
Buffalo Sabres in Sunrise, Fla., on Friday. Buffalo’s NHL-
best 10-game winning streak ended in a 5-4 loss in
Tampa on Thursday, and Barkov eluded Jack Eichel, posi-
tioned himself in front of the Buffalo goal in overtime, and
buried his ninth goal off a pass from Jonathan Huberdeau
to hand the Sabres consecutive losses for the only time in
November. Florida also had goals from Jared McCann
and Evgenii Dadonov, and Huberdeau had two assists.
The Panthers won their sixth straight against Buffalo.
Huberdeau has 18 points in his last 14 games. Jeff Skinner
and Sam Reinhart scored goals for Buffalo, which finished
November with an 11-3-1 record.

DUCKS 2, HURRICANES 1 (OT)
Ryan Getzlaf scored just 1:15 into overtime and

Anaheim, which trailed for most of the game, defeated
host Carolina in Raleigh, N.C., as the Ducks won for the
fifth time in their last six games. Getzlaf produced his sev-
enth goal of the season after Anaheim’s Pontus Aberg
scored with 3:50 remaining in regulation. His shot
bounced off Carolina goalie Curtis McElhinney’s shoulder
and into the net. Goalie John Gibson stopped 33 shots for
Anaheim. Andrei Svechnikov scored in the first period for
Carolina, which had won four of its previous five games.

FLAMES 4, KINGS 1
Mikael Backlund scored twice in a three-point outing,

and Johnny Gaudreau potted the game-winning goal in
the third period as host Calgary beat Los Angeles with
Flames goalie Mike Smith needing only 13 saves in win-
ning his second consecutive start. With the score tied 1-1
despite Calgary dominating all game, Gaudreau netted a
power-play goal at 7:44 of the final frame to take the lead.

Gaudreau, who rang three shots off the post on the night,
sent a backhander into the cage for his 10th goal of the
season and fourth in six games. Smith’s biggest save came
early in the third period when it was a 1-1 game-a clutch
diving blocker stop on Dustin Brown. The Flames, who
are on a 5-1-1 run, gave up a season-low 14 shots on goal.
By comparison, they fired 18 on the Kings net in the third
period alone.

BLUES 3, AVALANCHE 2 (OT)
Colton Parayko scored a gorgeous goal with 3:26 left

in overtime, and St. Louis overcame the loss of Alexander
Steen to beat Colorado in Denver. Parayko got the game-
winner when he beat Avalanche defenseman Samuel
Girard and managed to knock the puck with a one-hand-
ed backhander past Semyon Varlamov. Steen scored
before leaving with an injury, Vladimir Tarasenko also had
a goal and Joel Edmundson had two assists. Jake Allen
had 27 saves for St. Louis. Mikko Rantanen and Nikita
Zadorov scored for Colorado, which had its six-game
winning streak snapped. Varlamov stopped 34 shots. 

CAPITALS 6, DEVILS 3
Nicklas Backstrom finished with three goals and an

assist as host Washington extended its winning streak to
seven games with a victory over New Jersey. Alex
Ovechkin had a goal and two assists while Tom Wilson
and Andre Burakovsky each scored. Wilson now has sev-
en goals in the nine games he has played this season. This
also was his 400th career game. But he did not get to
stick around for the finish of it. Wilson was ejected when
he received a match penalty late in the second period
after clipping Brett Seney in what appeared to be the
shoulder/neck area on the blindside while skating past
him, leaving the Devil on the ice and dazed. — Reuters
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SUNRISE:  Mark Pysyk #13 of the Florida Panthers defends against Kyle Okposo #21 of the Buffalo Sabres as he
gets into position in front of goaltender James Reimer #34 at the BB&T Center on Friday in Sunrise, Florida. —AFP

Barkov overtime goal carries 
Florida Panthers over Sabres 

Parayko’s gem lifts Blues over Avalanche in OT

Vijay hits ton
but India’s 
bowlers struggle
SYDNEY: Murali Vijay hit a stylish century yes-
terday to strengthen his bid to open the batting
in the first Test against Australia, after India’s
rusty bowlers struggled against a young CA XI.
The veteran was dropped after the second Test
against England this year, but has fought his way
back into contention through a spell with Essex.

And with a nasty ligament injury on Friday
ruling young opener Prithvi Shaw out of the
Adelaide Test next week, he grabbed his chance
with both hands, smashing 16 fours and five sixes
in compiling 129.

KL Rahul, who is expected to face the new
ball in Adelaide alongside either Vijay, Shikhar
Dhawan, or even uncapped Mayank Agarwal,
made 62 in their 212-2 total. The four-day match
at the Sydney Cricket Ground was India’s last hit
out before the Test and it ended in a draw after
the CA XI made a mammoth 544 in reply to the
visitor’s first innings 358.

The big total from the home batsmen was a
reality check for India’s bowlers, who failed to
impress. Pacemen Umesh Yadav (1-113) and
Ishant Sharma (1-73), and chief spinner
Ravichandran Ashwin (2-122) were all expensive,
but they at least got plenty of valuable practice.

Little-known Harry Nielsen was a thorn in
their side, coming in at number six to hit exactly
100. It took skipper and very occasional bowler
Virat Kohli to dismiss him. Three other batsmen-
D’Arcy Short, Aaron Hardie and Max Bryant-
made half centuries. The first of India’s four-Test
series gets underway on Thursday. — AFP

SCOREBOARD
Scoreboard at stumps on the second day of the second Test between
Bangladesh and West Indies at the Sher-e-Bangla National Stadium in
Dhaka yesterday:
Bangladesh first innings (overnight 259-5)
Shadman Islam lbw b Bishoo 76
Soumya Sarkar c Hope b Chase 19
Mominul Haque c Chase b Roach 29
Mohammad Mithun b Bishoo 29
Shakib Al Hasan c Hope b Roach 80
Mushfiqur Rahim b Lewis 14
Mahmudullah Riyad b Warrican 136
Liton Das b Brathwaite 54
Mehidy Hasan c Dowrich b Warrican 18
Taijul Islam c Dowrich b Brathwaite 26
Nayeem Hasan not out 12
Extras: (b2, lb8, w1, nb 4) 15
Total: (all out; 154 overs) 508
Fall of wickets: 1-42 (Soumya), 2-87 (Mominul), 3-151 (Mohammad),
4-161 (Shadman), 5-190 (Mushfiqur), 6-301 (Shakib), 7-393 (Liton), 8-
416 (Mehidy), 9-472 (Taijul), 10-508 (Mahmudullah)
Bowling: Roach 25-4-61-2 (nb1), Lewis 20-2-69-1 (w1), Chase 28-0-111-
1 Warrican 38-5-91-2, Bishoo 28-1-109-2 (nb3), Brathwaite 15-0-57-2.

West Indies first innings
K. Brathwaite b Shakib 0
K. Powell b Mehidy 4
S. Hope b Mehidy 10
S. Ambris b Shakib 7
R. Chase b Mehidy 0
S. Hetmyer not out 32
S. Dowrich not out 17
Extras: (b4, lb1) 5
Total: (five wickets; 24 overs) 75
To bat: D. Bishoo, K. Roach, J. Warrican, S. Lewis
Fall of wickets: 1-0 (Brathwaite), 2-6 (Powell), 3-17 (Ambris), 4-20
(Chase), 5-29 (Hope)
Bowling: Shakib 9-3-15-2, Mehidy 10-1-36-3, Nayeem 3-0-9-0, Taijul
1-0-10-0, Mahmudullah 1-1-0-0.

DHAKA: West Indies’ Kieran Powell (L) is bowled out during the second day of the second Test cricket match
between Bangladesh and West Indies in Dhaka yesterday. — AFP

Tamim in line for 
Bangladesh ODI
return
DHAKA: Opening batsman Tamim Iqbal is set to make
a comeback to the Bangladesh squad for the upcoming
one-day international series against the West Indies, an
official said yesterday. Tamim has not played since
injuring his wrist during the Asia Cup opener against
Sri Lanka in the UAE in September.

He was expected to return to the side during the
ongoing two-Test series against the West Indies but a
rib injury in a recent training session delayed his come-
back. “He has been cleared by the physio to play the
ODIs. We are expecting him to play from the start of
the series,” said chief selector Minhajul Abedin.

The three-match ODI series will be held from
December 9-14 in Dhaka and Sylhet. Bangladeshi
selectors yesterday included Tamim in a Bangladesh
Cricket Board XI squad for a warm-up match against
the visitors in Dhaka on Thursday.

Bangladesh ODI skipper Mashrafe Mortaza will lead
the BCB team in the game. “We included Mashrafe and
Tamim in the practice match squad as we felt they need
some match practice before the series,” Minhajul said.
West Indies are currently trailing Bangladesh by 0-1 in
the Test series. — AFP

Teenage quick 
Shaheen Afridi set 
for Test baptism
ABU DHABI: Teenage pace sensation Shaheen Afridi is
all set to cap his meteoric rise with a Test debut for
Pakistan in the third match against New Zealand in Abu
Dhabi starting tomorrow. A shoulder injury to medium
pacer Mohammad Abbas in the second Test in Dubai has
paved way for Shaheen to make his mark in the last act
of a gripping series which stands at 1-1.

“If I get a chance I will do my best,” Shaheen told
AFP yesterday. “I always had belief in my ability and in
my hard work although I didn’t expect my chance will
come in Tests so early.”  The 18-year-old left-arm quick
made his mark in a domestic match in September last
year, claiming eight wickets for just 39 runs in a Quaid-
e-Azam Trophy game, the best figures by a Pakistan
bowler on first-class debut. 

The cricket world took notice of the 1.98 metre tall
bowler who could hit the 90 miles per hour mark with
the ball. Within 15 months he is already being compared
to Australian pace spearhead Mitchell Starc and leg-
endary Pakistan paceman Wasim Akram.

His rise to the Pakistan team began at home in Landi

Kotal, a town in the Khyber District, close to the border
with  Afghanistan, where his elder brother Riaz who
played one Test for Pakistan in 200, gave him his first
bowling lessons. 

“My brother was my role model who taught me how
to bowl and how to approach cricket with a positive
frame of mind,” said Shaheen. “I owe my success to him.”
Riaz also taught his brother a few shots to the extent
that he is considered a handy hard-hitting all-rounder.

Since his impressive first-class debut, Shaheen has
continued to attract attention, finishing with 12 wickets at
the ICC Under-19 World Cup in New Zealand this year
and then grabbing a five wicket haul in a Pakistan Super
League match.

Shaheen graduated to Pakistan colours in the home
Twenty20 series against the West Indies in March, but
real success came against New Zealand in last month’s
one-day series in which he claimed back-to-back four
wicket hauls and finished as man-of-the-series.

Just like Wasim Akram, Shaheen has also played just
three first class matches before his first Test. “Test crick-
et is the ultimate so matching the great Wasim’s feat will
motivate me a lot and just like I do in limited over match-
es, I will try to take wickets for my team to win the
series,” said Shaheen.

After his early form last month Pakistan’s selection
committee, headed by Inzamam-ul-Haq, named Shaheen
in the Test squad for the New Zealand series with a view
to developing him rather than playing him. — AFP

ABU DHABI: Pakistani cricketer Shaheen Shah Afridi pre-
pares to bowl during a practice session at the Sheikh Zayed
International Cricket Stadium in Abu Dhabi yesterday. —AFP


