
TOKYO: The International Olympic Committee
(IOC) put planning for the Tokyo 2020 boxing tour-
nament on hold on Friday in a move that could see the
governing body AIBA frozen out of the Games over a
governance dispute.

The IOC said in a statement it had also launched an
investigation into the International Boxing Association
after AIBA submitted a progress report focusing on gov-
ernance, financial management and sporting integrity.

It referred to that enquiry as “the initiation of a pro-
cedure which can lead to the withdrawal of recognition
for AIBA” but said it still hoped boxing would be part
of the programme. “The IOC Executive Board makes
all efforts to protect the athletes and ensure that a
boxing tournament can take place at the Olympic
Games Tokyo 2020 regardless of these measures,” the
statement read.

The IOC’s Executive Board said planning for the
Olympic boxing tournament had been frozen, with
immediate effect, and contact suspended between
AIBA and the Tokyo 2020 Organising Committee.

“This will also include the freezing of any ticket sales
for the boxing competitions or any approval or imple-
mentation of the qualification system,” the IOC’s Sports
Director Kit McConnell said in Tokyo on Friday.

No deadline was set for further action but any deci-
sion to withdraw recognition from an international fed-
eration would have to be made at an IOC session. The

next one is scheduled for June 2019.
McConnell said AIBA had been given adequate time

to address the IOC’s concerns.
“The timeline from the time we raised these ques-

tions is not short in that regard,” he said.
“These questions have been on the table throughout

the whole of 2018 and tomorrow is December.”
AIBA has been in turmoil for years and the IOC has

warned the Swiss-based body to sort out its finances
and governance, as well as anti-doping issues, or risk
missing out on Tokyo.

In a statement issued later on Friday, AIBA said it
had made “great strides in a short period of time”. The
body’s president, Gafur Rahimov, said he too had been
concerned about its finances earlier in the year.

“However, I can assure our Olympic friends that
after making significant cuts to our spending, securing
new sponsors, securing trusted host cities for our
major events and negotiating with our past partners, I
am very proud to say that AIBA has achieved financial
stability but that it had now attainted financial stabili-
ty,” he said.

‘SIGNIFICANT CONCERN’
The IOC executive board said AIBA had made

progress but points of “significant concern” remained.
They included doubts about AIBA’s ability to contin-

ue as a going concern.

“This means basically (being able) to operate under
normal financial circumstances with revenues to match
the expenditure,” said McConnell.

“Equally, there are elements of the audited and
financial reports which are still omitted and are not
included in the information that has been provided to
us and not available on the AIBA website.”

The IOC on Friday noted uncertainty about the role
of Rahimov, an Uzbek, resulting from his “designation
as a key member and associate of a transnational
organised criminal network by the US Treasury
Department”.

Rahimov was one of two Olympic officials barred by
the Australian government from attending the 2000
Sydney Games for security reasons.

In the AIBA statement, Rahimov downplayed con-
cerns about his personal situation.

“I can assure the IOC that the situation with U.S.
authorities based on false allegations by the previous
regime of my country is being addressed and that my
legal team is working hard to correct this,” he said.

Despite its concerns, the IOC said it remained deter-
mined to feature boxing at Tokyo 2020.

“The goal again is that, by the time of the session in
2019, (the IOC will) be able to confirm, while protecting
the integrity of the sport and while protecting the ath-
letes... an Olympic boxing competition here in Tokyo,”
said McConnell.

Tokyo 2020 spokesman Masa Takaya said Games
organisers were very keen to work closely with the IOC
to address any impact on planning.

Boxing has featured in all but one of the Summer
Olympics since 1904 with Muhammad Ali, Joe Frazier,
George Foreman, Sugar Ray Leonard, Anthony
Joshua and Katie Taylor among those to have won
gold medals and gone on to claim professional world
titles. — Reuters
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Olympic rights
body to weigh
issues including 
transgender athletes
TOKYO: The International Olympic Committee
said yesterday it was setting up a rights com-
mittee chaired by a prominent former UN com-
missioner to advise it on issues including trans-
gender athletes.

But the committee will not be looking at
human rights situations in host countries, an
issue that has gained increasing attention in
recent years.

Speaking in Tokyo after a meeting of the
IOC’s executive board, president Thomas Bach
said the committee would be a “key instrument
to help the IOC to meet our human rights
responsibilities with a more strategic approach
than we could do so in the past”.

The panel will be chaired by former UN High
Commissioner for Human Rights Prince Zeid
Ra’ad Al Hussein and will include six to nine
additional members to be named next year. “One
of the issues where we will ask already this
advisory committee to help us... concerns the
transgender policy of the IOC and the Olympic
movement, where very complicated issues have
to be addressed, where human rights play a
central role,” Bach said.

There have been heated discussions in recent
years about the inclusion of transgender ath-
letes in the Olympics, and criticism of sporting
authorities for basing eligibility on testosterone
levels.

And while the committee will offer advice on
a range of rights issues, Bach said it would be
limited to “our spheres of work,” adding: “We
will not pretend that the IOC or the Olympic
games can solve human rights issues beyond our
sphere of work.”

Asked whether the body could, for instance,
discuss reports of mass internment in parts of
China in the context of Beijing hosting the 2022
Winter Games, Bach stressed that those issues
were “political.”

“The IOC has neither the mandate nor the
authority to solve the human rights problems
that are going beyond our mandate, which are
clearly political issues,” he said. Human rights
issues have drawn attention and criticism in
recent years, including outspoken opposition to
Russia’s anti-gay laws when it hosted the Winter
Games in Sochi in 2014. — AFP

GAZOO racing
wins Australia Rally
at FIA World Rally
Championship
SYDNEY: GAZOO Racing World Rally Team recent-
ly claimed the 2018 FIA World Rally Championship
(WRC) manufacturers’ title in style, with a rally victory
for Jari-Matti Latvala in the No. 7 Toyota Yaris WRC
at Kennards Hire Rally Australia. Esapekka Lappi fin-
ished fourth in the No. 9 Toyota Yaris WRC to enable
GAZOO Racingto clinch the manufacturers’ crown in
just the second season since its return to the WRC.
GAZOO Racing World Rally Team’s Toyota Yaris
WRC machines demonstrated their strong perform-
ance during the final round of the season, with Ott
Tanak and Latvala moving to the top of the leader
board on the fourth and final day of the race. The
victory sealed GAZOO Racing’s fourth manufactur-
ers’ title in the WRC and its first since 1999.

Latvala, along with co-driver Miikka Anttilain the
No. 7 Toyota Yaris WRC avoided mistakes and took
three stage wins on the final day to clinch the team’s
fifth win of 2018by 32.5 seconds. Lappi also won a
stage to complete a strong drive in his final event
before departing the team. Latvala and Lappi finished
the season fourth and fifth respectively in the driver’s
standings, with both contributing significantly towards
the manufacturers’ title.

Akio Toyoda, President, Toyota Motor Corporation,
and Team Chairman, said:”Congratulations to Jari-
Matti and Miikka for the Rally Australia win! I was
very glad to see them on the top of the podium at the
end of the year after what has sometimes been a tricky
season. And with this victory, we could win the manu-
facturers’ title. I feel so proud, as Team Chairman, that
we could achieve such a great result in the second
year of our challenge after returning to the WRC after
being away for18years. I am so grateful to Tommi, who
has kept strengthening the Yaris WRC to win this title,
all the team members who supported Tommi, and the
six drivers and co-drivers who kept driving the Yaris
towards our goal. Thank you very much and congratu-
lations! I also feel glad that we could share this victory
with the fans who kept cheering for us, and also our
partners who have fought with us as one team. I would
like to extend our deepest gratitude to them for sup-
porting us.”

Tommi Makinen, Team Principal, said: “It’s an
absolutely amazing feeling today. This was the tough-
est final round of a season that I can remember, and it
was absolutely brilliant that Jari-Matti could win again.
Esapekka also helped us score the points we needed.
We started this project three-and-a-half years ago
and we have developed much faster than we imagined.
Last year we were here to learn and to gather data. In
the second half of this season we were able to find a
lot of improvements with the car. This is the result of

the huge effort from everybody in the team, and I am
sure this success will just further motivate us all to
continue improving in 2019.”

Jari-Matti Latvala, Driver of No. 7 Toyota Yaris
WRC, said: “I am so happy to win again. It was quite a
relief after such a long time! The conditions today
were incredibly demanding, and it would have been
very easy to go off the road. I was very excited and
nervous at the start of the final stage, but we managed
to do it. To win the manufacturers’ title is fantastic. I
am so proud of the team and what they have created.
Everybody has worked so hard and they deserve this
reward!”

Over the years, Toyota has been participating in
many different forms of motorsports, including
Formula One, the World Endurance Championship
(WEC), and the Nurburgring 24 Hours endurance
race. Toyota’s participation in these events was over-
seen by separate entities within the company until
April 2015, when Toyota established GAZOO Racing
(GR), to consolidate all of its motorsports activities
under one in-house brand. Representing Toyota’s
belief that ‘the roads build the people, and the people
build the cars,’ GR highlights the role of motorsports
as a fundamental pillar of Toyota’s commitment to
making ‘ever-better’ cars. Harnessing years of experi-
ence gained under the extreme conditions of various
motorsports events, GR aims to forge new technolo-
gies and solutions that bring the freedom, adventure,
and joy of driving to everyone.

IOC’s Sports Director Kit McConnell

China’s Yu Delu
and Cao Yupeng
banned for 
match-fixing
BEIJING: Chinese snooker players Yu Delu and Cao
Yupeng have been handed lengthy bans after being
found guilty of match-fixing, the World Professional
Billiards and Snooker Association (WPBSA) said on
its website https://www.wpbsa.com/wpbsa-discipli-
nary-hearing-result yesterday.

Yu was banned for 10 years and nine months for
manipulating the outcome of five matches over a 2-
1/2 year period in what the WPBSA described as

“deliberate and premeditated corruption to secure
substantial financial gain”.

Yu, who was ranked world number 43 when the
charges were made in May, will serve the longest
suspension in snooker since England’s Stephen Lee
was banned for 12 years in 2013.

Cao, the world number 38 when the pair were
charged, also pleaded guilty to fixing three matches
and was banned for six years, with 3-1/2 years of the
sentence suspended.

“It is very sad when talented players are attracted
to the opportunity to make money from fixing
matches,” WPBSA Chairman Jason Ferguson said in
a statement. “The WPBSA has very effective preven-
tion and monitoring processes that protect the sport.
Where players ignore this, they risk their careers
and they will be caught.

“Cao Yupeng has shown true remorse and he will
assist the WPBSA in player education and in its fight
against corruption, which is reflected in his reduced
sanction.” —Reuters

Force India name 
disappears from 
Formula One
LONDON: The Force India name will disappear from
Formula One next season, after 11 years of competition,
with the British-based team entered as Racing Point F1
on a list published by the governing FIA on Friday.

The chassis name was listed as Racing Point, with
the company name Racing Point UK Limited. The
team, who became Force India in 2008 after Indian
beer baron Vijay Mallya bought Spyker F1, were taken
over in August by Canadian billionaire Lawrence Stroll
after going into administration.

They then competed in the second part of the 2018
season as a new Racing Point Force India team to dis-
tinguish them from the defunct Sahara Force India co-
owned by Mallya and India’s Sahara Group.

The team’s 2019 drivers will be Mexican Sergio
Perez and Stroll’s son Lance. Ferrari’s official team
name also changes to Scuderia Ferrari Mission
Winnow and Haas becomes Rich Energy Haas F1 team
to reflect sponsorship arrangements.

The 2019 entry list also revealed that Formula Two
champion George Russell will race for Williams with
the number 63 while McLaren rookie Lando Norris
will have a four on his car. Polish driver Robert
Kubica, returning from an eight year absence after a
near-fatal rally accident in 2011, will race with the
number 88 on his Williams. Thailand’s Alexander
Albon, debuting at Toro Rosso, had yet to have a
number assigned. —Reuters


