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The organizers plan to meet Municipality officials
today in an attempt to sort the issue out, and if they do,
they plan to set up the market again this weekend, they
explained. “We fought for six years to make Kuwait a

more beautiful place to live and we are not giving up
anytime soon,” they stressed. “We want this for our
country, and we all need it. This is our dream, and we
will not give up easily.”

Qout Market is one of Kuwait’s most popular, well-
known, locally created urban markets and has been
running for five years, taking place at locations around
Kuwait including Murouj, Pearl Marzouk and Al-
Shaheed Park. Its sponsors include Zain and Ooredoo.
It specifically focuses on encouraging support for
local businesses, farmers, entrepreneurs and artisans. 

Qout Market 
slams ‘arbitrary...
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Throughout his presidency, George Bush worked
closely with his international counterparts in ways that
advanced America’s interests in peace and economic
opportunity. Kuwait figured prominently in Mr Bush’s
presidency. When President Bush learned of the inva-
sion of Kuwait on Aug 2, 1990, he quickly responded,
“This will not stand, this aggression against Kuwait. The
legitimate government of Kuwait will be restored to its

rightful place, and Kuwait will once again be free.”  
After the Coalition that he had helped build achieved

that goal, President Bush proudly told the US Congress,
“We declared that the aggression against Kuwait would
not stand. America and the world have kept their word.
It is a victory for the rule of law and for what is right.
Kuwait is liberated.  Kuwait is once again in the hands of
Kuwaitis in control of their destiny.  The Kuwaiti flag
flies above the capital of a free and sovereign nation.”  

He and Mrs Barbara Bush visited Kuwait on several
occasions, and a piece of Kuwaiti history marking the
bonds between our two countries sits proudly in the
George HW Bush Presidential Library and Museum in
College Station, Texas. Today, visitors to the Library can
see a letter sent from 104 Kuwaiti children to President
Bush in 1991 to thank him for the liberation of their
country and to wish him Happy Birthday.  

Condolences for 
George HW Bush...
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condolences to Trump as well as to the family of the
deceased president. 

“Bush was an icon,” said Farida Al-Habib, a cardiol-
ogist who says she smuggled medicine to Kuwaiti
forces during the invasion. “I cried when I heard the
news about his death,” she added. After dictator
Saddam Hussein ordered the invasion of Kuwait in Aug
1990, Bush deployed hundreds of thousands of US
troops to the neighboring kingdom of Saudi Arabia -
urging other countries to do the same. A US-led coali-
tion expelled Iraqi forces from Kuwait in a lightning
campaign at the beginning of 1991.

Abu Fahd, a Kuwaiti army officer during the inva-
sion who declined to give his full name, said he was
“very saddened” by Bush’s death. “He stood by us
even though he was not a Muslim,” he said. Bush visit-
ed oil-rich Kuwait in 1993 and was hailed as a “guest
of honor”. Tributes have poured in online for Bush fol-
lowing news of his death. “We will never forget you,”
Twitter user Manal wrote. Lights at the landmark
Kuwait Towers were shut off yesterday evening and
replaced with an image of Bush with Kuwaiti and
American flags. 

Tributes poured in for the former US leader, a deco-
rated war pilot and onetime CIA chief who also saw his
son George follow in his footsteps to the Oval Office.
Bush’s passing comes just months after the death in
April of his wife and revered first lady Barbara Bush -
his “most beloved woman in the world” - to whom he
was married for 73 years. “Jeb, Neil, Marvin, Doro and
I are saddened to announce that after 94 remarkable
years, our dear Dad has died,” former president
George W Bush said in a statement released on Twitter
by a family spokesman. 

“George HW Bush was a man of the highest charac-
ter and the best dad a son or daughter could ask for,”
he said. “The entire Bush family is deeply grateful for
41’s life and love, for the compassion of those who have
cared and prayed for Dad, and for the condolences of
our friends and fellow citizens.” Bush is survived by his
five children and 17 grandchildren. Funeral arrange-
ments will be announced in due course, a family
spokesman said. Bush is expected to lie in state in the
US Capitol.

Trump, who was in Argentina attending a G20 sum-
mit of world leaders, hailed Bush’s “sound judgment,
common sense, and unflappable leadership”. “Through
his essential authenticity, disarming wit, and unwaver-

ing commitment to faith, family, and country, President
Bush inspired generations of his fellow Americans to
public service,” Trump said in a statement. “As presi-
dent, he set the stage for the decades of prosperity
that have followed.”

Trump will attend the state funeral of Bush, the
White House said yesterday. Trump’s spokeswoman
said: “A state funeral is being arranged with all of the
accompanying support and honors. The president will
designate Wednesday, December 5th as a National
Day Of Mourning. He and the first lady will attend the
funeral at the National Cathedral in Washington, DC.”
Trump later canceled a press conference planned for
yesterday at the G20 summit, saying he wanted to
show respect to the Bush family. “Out of respect for
the Bush Family and former President George H W
Bush we will wait until after the funeral to have a press
conference,” Trump tweeted.

Bush - who was born on June 12, 1924 in Milton,
Massachusetts into a wealthy New England political
dynasty - put his inevitable political career on hold to
join the US Navy during World War II. He flew 58
combat missions and was shot down over the Pacific
by Japanese anti-aircraft fire. After a brief career in the
oil industry, he entered politics, serving in the US
House of Representatives and as chief of the Central
Intelligence Agency before being elected Ronald
Reagan’s vice president. As he accepted the
Republican Party’s nomination for president in 1988,
Bush pleaded for a “kinder, gentler nation”. He went on
to easily defeat Democrat Michael Dukakis that
November.

Bush was a foreign policy stalwart who declared a
“new world order” in 1990 and drove Iraq from Kuwait
in a matter of weeks with a lightning air and ground
assault - and the backing of a coalition of 32 nations.
But he suffered the ignominy of being a one-term
president, denied a second term over a weak economy
when he lost the 1992 election to upstart Democrat Bill
Clinton. In his post-presidency, Bush turned to philan-
thropy - he joined forces with Bill Clinton to raise
funds for victims of the 2004 Asian tsunami and the
2010 Haiti earthquake. 

He worked with Clinton, Jimmy Carter, Barack
Obama and son George to raise money for hurricane
victims in Texas in 2017. In 2011, Obama awarded Bush
the highest US civilian honor, the Presidential Medal of
Freedom. “America has lost a patriot and humble ser-
vant in George Herbert Walker Bush. While our hearts
are heavy today, they are also filled with gratitude,”
Obama and his wife Michelle said in a statement. “After
seventy-three years of marriage, George and Barbara
Bush are together again now, two points of light that
never dimmed, two points of light that ignited count-
less others with their example.” — Agencies

Kuwait leads
tributes to former...
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Iran launched its first locally made destroyer in 2010
as part of a program to revamp its navy equipment
which dates from before the 1979 Islamic revolution
and is mostly US-made. Iran has developed a large
domestic arms industry in the face of international
sanctions and embargoes that have barred it from
importing many weapons.

Separately, a naval commander said Sahand may be
among warships that Iran plans to send on a mission to
Venezuela soon. “Among our plans in the near future is

to send two or three vessels with special helicopters to
Venezuela in South America on a mission that could last
five months,” Iran’s deputy navy commander, Rear-
Admiral Touraj Hassani Moqaddam, told the semi-offi-
cial news agency Mehr.

Supreme Leader Ayatollah Ali Khamenei said last
week Iran should increase its military capability and
readiness to ward off enemies, in a meeting with
Iranian navy commanders. Iran’s navy has extended its
reach in recent years, launching vessels in the Indian
Ocean and the Gulf of Aden to protect Iranian ships
from Somali pirates operating in the area. The chief of
staff of the Iranian armed forces said in 2016 that Iran
may seek to set up naval bases in Yemen or Syria in the
future, raising the prospect of distant footholds per-
haps being more valuable militarily to Tehran than
nuclear technology. — Reuters 

Iran launches 
stealth warship...
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While several dozen were allowed through after an
ID check and search, many others - some wearing gas
masks or ski goggles - remained behind and fought with
police who fired rounds of tear gas. Spreading from the
Champs-Elysees, protesters led police on cat-and-
mouse chases through other parts of the capital, setting
light to cars and construction equipment. Authorities
said 160 people had been arrested by the afternoon and
65 people injured, including eleven of the 5,000 police
officers mobilized for the protests.

An estimated 5,500 demonstrators were counted in
Paris and 36,000 in total across the country, where
violence marred only a handful of protests which for
the most part remained calm. That was down sharply
from the first day of protests on Nov 17, which attract-
ed around 282,000 people, while 106,000 turned out
last Saturday. 

Dark plumes of smoke in several parts of Paris, how-
ever, were testament to the escalation in violence, to the
consternation of many of the “yellow vests”, so-called
for the high-visibility jackets they wear. “We’re a peace-
ful movement, but we’re disorganized - it’s a mess
because we don’t have a leader,” said Dan Lodi, a 68-
year-old pensioner on the Champs-Elysees. “You
always have some idiots who come to fight, but they
don’t represent us at all,” he said.

Stores and restaurants along the Champs-Elysees as
well as surrounding streets had boarded up windows,
anticipating a repeat of the clashes last Saturday which
President Emmanuel Macron compared to “war scenes”.
Chantal, a 61-year-old pensioner who came from an
eastern Paris suburb, said she was avoiding the “hooli-
gans” but was determined to send Macron a message
on the rising costs of living. “He has to come down off
his pedestal,” she said under cold rain on the Champs-
Elysees. “Every month I have to dip into my savings.”

Others voiced indignation at graffiti sprayed on the
Arc de Triomphe, a monument to French war dead,
including phrases like “Macron resign” and “the yellow
vests triumph”. Although police managed to clear the
square around the Arc de Triomphe toward midday,
sporadic clashes spilled into nearby neighbourhoods,

and hundreds of protesters later returned to the square.
But further down on the Champs-Elysees, several hun-
dred people marched calmly behind a huge yellow-and-
red banner reading “Macron, stop taking us for idiots!”
“With all these tax hikes, there’s not much left for eating
at the end of the month,” said Philippe, a high school
cook in the Essonne region outside Paris.

The “yellow vest” movement erupted on social
media in October and has since become a wider
protest against Macron, who is accused of failing to
recognize the rising cost of living that has left many
struggling. The countrywide protests have included
many pensioners and have been most active in small
urban and rural areas where demonstrators blocked
roads, closed motorway toll booths, and even walled
up the entrance to tax offices.

Two people have died and dozens have been injured
in the protests, which opinion polls suggest still attract
the support of two out of three French people. Attempts
by the government to negotiate with the grassroots
movement have failed, in large part because representa-
tives have insisted on public talks broadcast on TV. “We
want our dignity back and we want to be able to live
from our work, which is absolutely not the case today,”
Jason Herbert said after walking out of talks with Prime
Minister Edouard Philippe on Friday.

Macron has sought to douse the anger by promising
three months of nationwide talks on how best to trans-
form France into a low-carbon economy without penal-
izing the poor. He also vowed to slow the rate of
increase in fuel taxes if international oil prices rise too
rapidly but only after a tax hike due in January. But
many protesters were unconvinced by Macron’s speech
on Tuesday. “For two weeks we’ve been trying to make
ourselves heard but nothing has changed,” said Gaetan
Kerr, a 52-year-old farmer from the Yonne region, said
near the Champs-Elysees on Saturday. “At some point
Macron is going to have to listen, otherwise this is going
to get worse and worse.”

Some of the protesters expressed concern over
the clashes. “What message do the yellow vests
want to pass today? That we set France on fire, or
f ind solut ions? I  f ind this  (violence) absurd,”
Jacline Mouraud, a prominent activist within the
yellow vests movement, told BFM television. But
assistant teacher Sandrine Lemoussu, 45, who
came from Burgundy to protest, told Reuters that
people had had enough. “The people are in revolt,”
she said. — Agencies 

French police clash
with ‘yellow vest’...
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through to stories from the gas-rich country’s
recent and much less-wealthy past. The women are
redressing “many misconceptions about them around
the world”, said Remaihi, who also heads the Doha
Film Institute. The number of female entrants at this
year’s festival, which runs until tomorrow, is consis-
tent with data from recent research.

A 2016 study by Northwestern University in Doha
found that around 60 percent of all emerging film-
makers in Qatar’s nascent cinema industry were
women. Across the rest of the Middle East and North
Africa region, the figure was around 25 per cent, the
same study said. The influx of women directors in
Qatar comes at a time when the bright lights of
Hollywood have been dimmed by the #MeToo move-
ment’s revelations.

And the fresh blood has helped diversify the
nature of films produced. Previously, one filmmaker
jokes, it was “all pearl diving” - a reference to Qatar’s
main economic activity, before the exploitation of
vast natural gas reserves. But now the film topics are
diverse. One example of that is Sulaiti’s short film,
“Gubgub” (Crab). Seemingly a movie about a day’s
crab hunting, it really focuses on a young girl’s deter-
mination to prove she can rival her older brother at a
“male” pursuit. She succeeds by catching 10 crabs.

“I feel like it gives us a platform where we can
express ourselves,” said Sulaiti. “I don’t think we had
that platform or opportunity before. I want that little
girl to believe that she can achieve whatever (she
wants). I want little girls to see that,” the 25-year-old
added.  And Sulaiti said younger Qataris would
understand that message. “In the past, we got an edu-
cation, we got married and we stayed at home with

our husband. “I think slowly [Qatari] girls are seeing
we can do whatever our brothers can do.”

The emergence of female filmmakers comes at a
time when conservative Qatar is seeking to portray
itself as the progressive power in the Gulf. This is
especially true as Doha remains politically isolated by
neighboring powers in a bitter regional dispute. Since
June 2017, Qatar has been cut off by former allies
including neighboring powers Saudi Arabia and the
UAE, which accuse Doha of being too close to Iran
and sponsoring terrorism.

Qatar denies the charges, and has sought to pres-
ent itself as the most tolerant of the Gulf states. One
of the most prominent Qatari figures during the Gulf
crisis has been Lolwah Al-Khater, the foreign ministry
spokeswoman. Beyond films, Qatar has the highest
proportion of women - 51 per cent - in the workplace
among Gulf nations, according to the United Nations.
In 1999, Qatar became the first Arab country in the
Gulf to allow women to vote.

Muftah received a rapturous ovation as she was
introduced at Ajyal and said filmmakers in Qatar were
“like pioneers”. “I know from the outside it seems like
there is segregation... but here really I feel like it’s a
level field... whether you’re a man or a woman, you
are treated the same,” she added. She directed
“Sh’hab” (Shooting Star) showing at the festival, a
story passed on from her grandmother about a girl
who wants to go to sea with her father and brother,
rather than stay at home.

Muftah rose to national prominence with a 2014
film Al-Himali, about market porters. She admits she
had trouble convincing her family that she should
seek a career in the arts rather than the sciences. But
she believes she can give a voice to generations of
Qatari women through her chosen career, since she
feels “really strongly about my position as a woman”.
“The community of women in Doha - especially in
this society - are very private,” she said. “And I just
feel like as women filmmakers we have access to that
community and to so many different stories.” — AFP 

Qatari female 
‘pioneers’ bask...

BUENOS AIRES: A Sino-US showdown on trade loomed
yesterday as G20 leaders wrapped up tense summit talks
with a rare show of unity over the death of former president
George HW Bush. There was an implicit contrast in some of
the tributes offered at the Buenos Aires summit between Bush
and the current White House occupant, Donald Trump, whose
disruptive brand of diplomacy has stoked the deepest divi-
sions in the G20’s 10-year history.

“He was a world leader, who strongly supported the
alliance with Europe,” said French President Emmanuel
Macron, who has been lobbying other G20 leaders to carve
out a 19 v 1 statement on climate change excluding Trump.
British Prime Minister Theresa May lauded the late Bush as “a
great statesman and a true friend of our country,” words that
few observers in Britain would apply to Trump. Trump himself
said Bush had “inspired generations of his fellow Americans
to public service.” There was no immediate comment in
Buenos Aires from Russian President Vladimir Putin, who
regards the breakup of the Soviet Union under Bush’s presi-
dency as a historical “tragedy”. 

Bush also served as US envoy to China in the 1970s as the
countries were establishing relations. Chinese President Xi
Jinping was also yet to comment, as he prepared to dine with

Trump later yesterday for a large helping of debate on trade
tariffs. With markets watching nervously, Trump has
described the Xi encounter as a deadline for China to meet
his demands or risk even further pressure. The summit itself
has been struggling to carve out any accord on climate
change or countering trade protectionism, while hot-button
disputes surrounding Ukraine and Saudi Arabia loom large.

Trump, who has already slapped $250 billion in tariffs on
China and threatened more to come next month, sounded
upbeat about making progress with Xi. “We’re working very
hard. If we could make a deal, that would be good,” Trump
told reporters Friday as he met Japanese Prime Minister
Shinzo Abe at the G20. “I think they want to, and I think we’d
like to. And we’ll see,” the president said.

Trump has thrown out the traditional US playbook on free
trade since his shock 2016 election, vowing to protect forgot-
ten workers and put “America First”. Xi has in turn cast him-
self as a defender of stable global capitalism, a startling trans-
formation for the leader of a communist state whose entry
into the World Trade Organization less than two decades ago
was controversial. In a speech to fellow G20 leaders, Xi said
that the major economies “should firmly uphold free trade
and the rules-based multilateral trading system”.

But in a rhetorical olive branch to Trump, Xi pledged to do
more to open up China’s economy. “China will continue to
deepen market-oriented reform, protect property rights and
intellectual property rights, encourage fair competition and
do more to expand imports,” he said. Trump has accused
China of rampant theft of US technology and demanded that
the emerging power end its requirements that foreign com-
panies team up with local partners.

The state-run China Daily said that the Pacific powers
could strike a deal in Buenos Aires but warned the United
States against pushing too hard on technology. “Should there
be any other aspirations, such as taking advantage of the
trade spat to throttle Chinese growth, then an agreement is
unlikely to be reached,” the newspaper said in an editorial
Friday. “But a good deal means both sides walking away hap-
py. The US should give its habitual winner-take-all approach
to international relations the weekend off,” it said.

Trump counted a victory Friday for his brash strategy as
the United States, Canada and Mexico signed a new trade
deal, a successor to the North American Free Trade
Agreement. While short of the complete rewrite of NAFTA
once promised by Trump, he hailed the new United States-
Mexico-Canada-Agreement as an “incredible milestone.”

A substantive deal between the United States and China
could mark a major feat for the G20 summit, where expecta-
tions for collective action have been low. With Trump feuding
with close US allies, not least on climate change, two major
summits this year ended without once-routine statements -
those of the Group of Seven democracies and the Asia-Pacific
Economic Cooperation forum. Trump has decided to pull the
United States from the Paris accord on curbing carbon emis-
sions, despite mounting warnings from scientists leading up to
a UN climate summit starting next week in Poland.

Trump called off talks with Putin at the G20 summit,
officially due to outrage over Moscow’s naval skirmishes
with Ukraine. But Trump is also under mounting pressure
at home in an investigation over whether his presidential
campaign colluded with Russia - a topic sure to dominate
his press conference shortly before he sits down with Xi.
The presence of Saudi Crown Prince Mohammed bin
Salman at the summit also raised an awkward dilemma
for leaders, and the leader cut a lonely figure standing at
the edge of the G20 family photo on Friday. Prince
Mohammed arrived under swirling controversy over the
murder of Saudi journalist Jamal Khashoggi in the Saudi
consulate in Istanbul on Oct 2. — Agencies 

G20 leaders agree on Bush 
tributes, but little else


