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iffy Clyro plan to release two albums next
year. The ‘Mountains’ hitmakers have been
working hard on a musical and movie project
but before the visual aspect has been released,

they’re looking to get back into the recording studio and
are looking forward to a “full-on” year. Frontman Simon
Neil said: “We should have two albums out next year. “A
director approached me to make a record and he’s mak-
ing a movie in response to it. “So we’ve been collaborat-

ing most of the year and he finished the film last week.
“The album should hopefully be out in January and the
film in March or April. “Then we’ll be in the studio making
the eighth album with Rich Costey in January or February
and the sooner we can get it done the better. “This is
what we do! If you’re in a band you should be making
music. It’s going to be a full-on year.” Simon has played
guitar since he was young and admitted the instrument
helped give him confidence because he was always very

shy and struggled to express himself. He told Q magazine:
“When I grew up, my guitar was such an important part
of my life. “I was a bit shy, not great at communication,
but as soon as I learned guitar I felt I had a way to
express myself. “It gave me a level of confidence I need-
ed. “I wasn’t great with words. Hopefully I’m better now
because I’m meant to be a lyricist.”
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aylor Swift’s ‘Reputation’ stadium tour has
broken the US record for the highest-grossing
US tour. Taylor played 38 dates in the US
between May 8 and October 6 and during that

time she sold 2,068,399 tickets to make a total of $266.1
million.  According to Billboard, this beats the record
previously held by The Rolling Stones, who grossed $245
from their ‘A Bigger Bang’ tour between 2005 and 2007.
This comes after it was revealed by a social media moni-
toring company that Taylor is the most influential person
on Twitter. Brandwatch has released its annual list of the
most influential women and men on the micro-blogging
platform, and Taylor took the top spot among all Twitter
users. The 28-year-old singer - who is one of the world’s
best-selling musicians - achieved an “influencer score” of
98, just ahead of Liam Payne’s score of 97. The achieve-
ment is made even more impressive by the fact that
Taylor - who has 83.1 million followers on the micro-
blogging platform - is a more frequent poster on rival
social media platforms like Instagram and Tumblr. Of the
research, Brandwatch explained: “The accounts were
ranked according to a selection of criteria that added
together to create their influence score. “This is a meas-
ure of how influential an account is over time, based on
the level of genuine engagement they are creating. While
lots of followers, retweets and replies will help, the more
influential the people they engage with, the better the
score.”
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he Prodigy “don’t ever expect” their albums to
be successful. The dance music legends -
made up Liam Howlett, Keith Flint and Maxim
Reality - released their seventh album ‘No

Tourists’ earlier this month which became the sixth of the
group’s records to reach No.1 in the UK Album Chart,
however, they are still always surprised when their music
proves to be popular.  In an interview with The Sun
newspaper, Liam said: “We don’t ever expect it because
we are not in the public eye and we don’t get radio play.
We know what we are and we don’t ever expect a record
to do well. We don’t take it for granted, especially now, so
it’s a good result for the fans who went out and support-
ed us.” Prior to their latest release, the trio didn’t think
they would ever make another album as it was too time-
consuming, however, Liam revealed that a collaboration

with hip-hop group Ho99o9 got the ball rolling for this
record. The ‘Firestarter’ hitmaker said: “Once I made the
track with my rapper friends from New Jersey within six
months I had six really good ideas. I told the guys I was
halfway to making an album.  “It usually takes five years
as we do a lot of work on the road which founds crazy.
But from that point, I came in here [studio] every day.
Sometimes on just three hours sleep, as night is the best
time to write.” Liam is married to All Saints singer
Natalie Appleton and he has praised his pop star wife for
her support while they were creating ‘No Tourists’ as she
“understands” the hard work that went into the tracks. He
said: “I am lucky I have a great wife who supported me
through this. Because Nat is in the industry, she under-
stands it, she gets it.”
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Serkis defends
Johansson 

ndy Serkis has defended Scarlett
Johansson over the ‘Rub & Tug’ con-
troversy. There was an outcry earlier
this year when the star was cast as a
transgender man in drama movie ‘Rub

& Tug’, leading to Scarlett pulling out of the
movie but Serkis believes actors should be able
to play any role they wish. He told Variety: “I
absolutely disagree. I really, vehemently disagree.
“Actors should be able to play anything, and
that’s why I love performance capture technolo-
gy. What should be the point is that whatever
colour your skin is, whatever shape you are,
whatever height you are, whatever your makeup
is as an actor, you should have the ability to play
anything.” Andy - who admitted he had planned
to go back to being a “conventional actor” after
portraying Gollum through motion capture in
‘The Lord of the Rings’ franchise - said he wants
equal opportunities in the movie industry but he
believes in artistic freedom. Speaking about
when Peter Jackson asked him to play King
Kong, he explained: “I had thought ‘Ok, I’ll be
going back into my career as a conventional
actor.’ But then Peter Jackson asked me to play
King Kong, and that was a real epiphany
moment-sort of going, ‘That, for me, is the end of
typecasting.’ Of course, equal representation and
opportunity is what [the conversation] should be
about, but we’re in the art of the imagination.”
Meanwhile, Andy has directed ‘Mowgli: Legend
of the Jungle’, a retelling of Rudyard Kipling’s
‘The Jungle Book’ and he believes it is “darker
and emotionally more grounded” than the origi-
nal text. He said: “This version of the story hadn’t
been told. People say it’s darker, but it’s emotion-
ally more grounded. It’s complex. I grew up lov-
ing the animated original, it’s a beautiful piece of
work, but it didn’t have that complex central jour-
ney. I always felt that Mowgli was left out of the
story, and you enjoyed the antics and buffoonery
and the songs and the star turns of the animals.”
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atthew McConaughey won’t publicise his
movies until he’s seen the finished film. The
‘Gold’ actor admits he’s learned the hard way
not to talk about his work until it’s complete as

sometimes the final movie is very different to how he
hoped it would be. He admitted: “I’ve given this advice:
don’t do press junkets or talk about the film until you’ve
see it. I’ve done that before and I went and saw the movie
and I was like: ‘Every interviewer I’ve talked to must have
been thinking, what fricking movie is he talking about?’ “
And the Oscar-winning star claimed he’s never reached
his own high standards in his work. He told The Guardian
newspaper: “I mean, I’ve have never been in a film or giv-
en a performance that was as good as I’d hoped it would
be. “I’ve come close. I’ve seen some that are close. The

movie that was closest to the script that I’ve ever been a
part of is ‘Mud’. There was like one scene different and
the dialogue is almost exactly what Jeff Nichols wrote.”
However, Matthew is still proud of some of his work and
thinks he’s made some “great” movies in the past. He
added: “I’ve never done [a film] that’s lived up to what I
imagined it could be. “I’ve been a part of a bunch of films
that I highly respect and really have a love for and think
are great. And I’ve done performances that I’m very hap-
py with and I’m like, ‘Good job, McConaughey!’ But
nothing that I’ve ever thought ... And I don’t think I’ll do
one that does.”
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mily Blunt has revealed that she
conquered her fears of singing
and flying while filming ‘Mary
Poppins Returns’.  Emily Blunt

conquered her fears while filming ‘Mary
Poppins Returns’.  The 35-year-old
actress used to have a huge fear of
singing and flying but revealed she man-
aged to overcome both of those for her
performance in the upcoming movie. She
told The Hollywood Reporter: “I was par-
ticularly challenged by two aspects of the
movie, which were the singing and the fly-
ing. I’m terrified of both singing and
heights. I had to sing while suspended
from a great height in this movie. Those
days were quite traumatic but I survived
and in the end, I felt quite proud. It was a
cathartic experience.” Emily has previ-
ously revealed that acting helped her
overcome her childhood stutter. The star -
who has Hazel, four, and Violet, two, with
her husband John Krasinski - had a
speech impediment when she was grow-
ing up and she used to focus on “watching
and listening” to people because she
“couldn’t speak fluently”.  She said:

“Because I couldn’t speak fluently, I
watched and listened. I’d be on the Tube,
and I’d wonder about people and invent
back stories for everyone. There’s always
been a natural desire to walk in the shoes
of others. It started quite young, because
it was the only tool I had to speak proper-
ly. I was that kid, upstairs in my room, try-
ing out stuff in the mirror. But I’d never tell
anyone about it. It was always very pri-
vate.” Meanwhile, filmmaker Rob Marshall
revealed he took offering the role to Emily
as seriously as a marriage proposal. He
said: I guess it was. I didn’t mean it to be. I
did think it was a big deal to ask her to
play this role so I wanted to set it up in a
sort of ceremonious way. “When I said,
you know, it’s Mary Poppins, the character
and the film, there was definitely silence.
But then I heard her inhale with excite-
ment. I knew that, of course, we all had
trepidations and fear about how you fol-
low that brilliant first film, but I know how
fearless she is and I knew she would say
yes. “By the end of the phone call it was a
big yes.”

ichael B. Jordan is “pretty sure”
Sylvester Stallone will return to
his iconic character Rocky
Balboa.  The 31-year-old actor

- who plays boxer Adonis Creed in the
‘Rocky’ spin-off film series ‘Creed’ - has
admitted that on the last day of shooting
the second installment in the franchise as
Sylvester “passed the torch to him”, but
despite Stallone insisting he’s done with

the iconic role, Jordan isn’t convinced.
Speaking on ‘The Graham Norton Show’,
Jordan said: “On the last day of filming
everyone gave their wrap speech and he
segued into passing the torch to me and I
got really emotional really fast because I
wasn’t expecting it from him whatsoever.
“It’s a character that he has played for 40
plus years - longer than I have been alive.
It was pretty special. We’ll see what hap-
pens with ‘Creed III’. I’m pretty sure he’ll
be back.” Stallone, 72, took to Instagram
on Wednesday to announce that his
appearance as pugilist Rocky in ‘Creed II’
would be his last outing following eight
movies which began with Best Picture
Oscar-winning film ‘Rocky’ in 1976.
Alongside an Instagram video, Stallone
said: “I just want to thank everyone
around the whole wide World for taking
the Rocky family into their hearts for over
40 years. “It’s been my Ultimate privilege
to have been able to create and play this
meaningful character. Though it breaks
my heart, Sadly all things must pass... and
end.  “I love you Kind and generous peo-
ple, and The most wonderful thing of all, is
that ROCKY will never die because he
lives on in you. (sic)” Jordan isn’t the only
cast member who doubts the Hollywood
legend is done with the role, as Dolph
Lundgren - who features as Russian fight-
er Ivan Drago from 1985’s ‘Rocky IV’ in
‘Creed II’ - thinks that Stallone might still
return to his most famous character one
more time. Speaking at the ‘Creed II’
European premiere in London this week,
he said: “I don’t know, I’ll believe it when I
see.-Bang Showbiz
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