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Employees of IL&FS held hostage 
by Ethiopia staff fear for safety

Seven IL&FS employees held hostage 
NEW DELHI: Employees of Indian company
Infrastructure Leasing & Financial Services (IL&FS) taken
hostage by local staff in Ethiopia fear for their safety, with
some being confined to a company campus north of the
African nation’s capital Addis Ababa. India has asked
Ethiopian authorities to investigate and help the seven
IL&FS employees who say they are being held by local
staff due to non-payment of salaries by the debt-laden
firm, an Indian government official said on Saturday. A
group of four employees has not been allowed to leave an
IL&FS campus in Bure town, 400 km north from Addis
Ababa, since Nov 24, said store manager Nagaraju Bishnu,
one of the employees held hostage.

Two other IL&FS employees were held hostage by

local staff in the town of Woliso and one in Nekemte town,
both of which are west of the Ethiopian capital, Bishnu told
Reuters by telephone. “The main gate is locked, they are
observing our movement,” said 26-year-old Bishnu,
speaking of the situation at Bure. “They’ve told us until
they get their salaries, we can’t move from here ... We are
facing sleepless nights.” The Indian government took con-
trol of IL&FS in October after it defaulted on some of its
debt, triggering wider concerns about risk to the country’s
financial system.

The infrastructure financing and development compa-
ny had over the years developed roads, townships and
water-treatment projects in India and abroad. An official
at India’s foreign ministry said the government was dis-

cussing the matter “on priority” with Ethiopian authori-
ties and the management of IL&FS. “We are doing our
best to ensure a settlement of this matter,” said the offi-
cial, who declined to be identified. An IL&FS spokesman
in India, Sharad Goel, declined to comment. Ethiopian
government officials in Addis Ababa could not be
reached for comment.

Low on water supplies
With the ordeal widely reported by media, Bishnu said

he feared the local staff would take away their mobile
phones or cut online access to restrict them from talking
to colleagues or communicating via e-mails and social
media. For now, Bishnu said, he has been speaking with

the IL&FS employees held hostage in different areas, and
the movement of employees within the camp has not
been restricted.

The employees are cooking their own food, eating
potatoes and rice, although drinking water supplies are
running low. “After tomorrow, there will be no drinking
water,” he said. Some of the seven employees being held
have been posting messages on social media website
Twitter, asking Indian politicians including Prime Minister
Narendra Modi and the foreign minister to intervene.
Neeraj Raghuwanshi, who said he was one of the seven,
late on Friday wrote an “SOS” message on Twitter saying:
“Situations are beyond our control, please #help before
mishappening.” — Reuters

Pakistan MPs
critical of army
barred from 
leaving the
country
PESHAWAR: Two lawmakers who are
vocal critics of Pakistan’s powerful military
and have alleged widespread abuses by
the armed forces say they have been
barred from leaving the country, in the lat-
est crackdown on dissent in the South
Asian nation. Ali Wazir and Mohsin Dawar,
two parliamentarians from the violence-
ravaged North Waziristan region border-
ing Afghanistan, were due to leave for
United Arab Emirates on Friday, when
authorities at the airport in the northwest-
ern city of Peshawar intercepted them and
briefly detained them. 

“Both of us are on the ECL,” Dawar
told Reuters, a reference to the Exit
Control List, which names people forbid-
den from leaving Pakistan. Pakistan’s
Federal Investigation Agency (FIA), which
is in charge of the ECL list and whose offi-
cials stopped the lawmakers in Peshawar,
did not respond to requests for comment.

But an FIA source confirmed Wazir and
Dawar were both on the list, “so they can’t
leave the country.” Rights groups and
media owners say the military, which has
ruled Pakistan for nearly half its history, is
increasingly restricting free speech and
curtailing the work of civil society groups,
something the army has denied. The FIA
source said a First Information Report
(FIR), which marks the formal opening of a
criminal investigation, has been opened
against the two lawmakers for making
“anti-state” speeches. In practice, such
charges are usually levied only when the
criticism centres on the military.

“The police in Swabi had lodged cases
against them for their anti-Pakistan
speeches in a public gathering there,” the
FIA source said, referring to a city 100 km
(60 miles) east from Peshawar in the
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa province. Wazir is
the co-founder of the Pashtun ethnic rights
movement, the Pashtun Tahaffuz
Movement (PTM). Dawar was one of the
leaders of PTM before the July elections,
when they were both elected to parliament
as independent candidates.

The PTM alleges that thousands of
Pashtuns were targeted in state-organized
killings after Pakistan joined the US-led
war on terror in 2001 and launched major
military operations against militant strong-
holds in tribal areas by the Afghanistan
border between 2009 and 2014. The army
denies the claims. — Reuters

Countering China: 
US, Japan and
India push for
open Asia 
BUENOS AIRES:  The leaders of the United
States, Japan and India met jointly Friday for the
first time and called for open navigation in Asia,
a show of unity with China clearly in mind. The
three right-leaning leaders-US President
Donald Trump, Indian Prime Minister Narendra
Modi and Japanese Prime Minister Shinzo Abe-
met on the sidelines of the summit of the G20
economic powers in Buenos Aires. 

With the meeting lasting around 15 minutes,
the three-way summit was more about symbol-
ism than planning strategy, but it comes as all
three share concerns on China’s rising clout.
Japan and India both have longstanding territo-
rial feuds with their neighbor, while Trump has
been pressing China hard on trade and reiterat-
ing concerns over Beijing’s assertive posture in
the dispute-ridden South China Sea.

“Japan, the US and India share fundamental
values and strategic interests,” Abe said. “By
having three of us working together, we’ll bring
more prosperity and more stability in the region,
as well as globally,” he said. Modi noted that
Japan, America and India made out the acronym
“Jai”-Hindi for “long live.” White House spokes-

woman Sarah Sanders said in a statement that
the summit “reaffirmed the importance of the
free and open Indo-Pacific vision for global sta-
bility and prosperity, and pledged to deepen tri-
lateral cooperation.”

The Trump administration has increasingly spo-
ken of a “free and open Indo-Pacific,” a catch-
phrase long favored by Abe as he insists that all of
Asia remain open to navigation and trade. But

Modi and Abe also both met separately with
Chinese President Xi Jinping. Trump is set to meet
Xi on Saturday for talks focused on trade disputes.
India, despite decades of territorial disputes with
China, has historically shied away from joining
alliances with major powers. And tensions have
also been easing between Japan and China, with
Abe in October paying the first official visit in seven
years by a Japanese premier to Beijing. — AFP 

In US politics, 
grandmas and 
grandpas grab 
the power
WASHINGTON: In 2018, in the country that
gave us young leaders like John F Kennedy
and Barack Obama, political power has been
grabbed by politicians in their seventies and
eighties. What is the secret energy that fuels
politicians like 72-year-old Donald Trump
and the 78-year-old likely House speaker
Nancy Pelosi? Their engagement, ambition
and intellectual activity are all factors,
experts on elderly health care say.

Pelosi is a good example of this aging
cadre: bold and active, she marches through
the endless corridors of Capitol Hill showing

no sign of her age as she marshals her
Democrats in opposition to the Republican
agenda. In February, the petite Pelosi grabbed
headlines for standing on four-inch (10-cen-
timeter) heels throughout an eight-hour fili-
buster, while far younger politicians opted for
comfortable sneakers when they embarked on
similar marathon speeches. The Californian
was nominated by her Democratic colleagues
to become speaker of the House-the third
highest position in the US government-in
January.  She was already speaker from 2007
to 2010, and has no plans to retire or give up
her leadership role, particularly after
Democrats won back the House majority after
the November mid-term election. Pelosi, who
turns 79 in March, will replace Republic Paul
Ryan, 48. Her second-in-command is 79, and
her third is 78. In the Senate, the Republican
majority is led by Mitch McConnell, who turns
77 in February.

Summit of career
Scientific studies show that “as we get

older, people who have purpose and passion,
live longer and do well,” said Maria Torroella
Carney, chief of the division of geriatric and
palliative medicine at Northwell Health in
New York. “I’m seeing it more and more in
other professions,” she told AFP, especially
those in leadership positions, whether in
business or politics. Of course, people in
positions of political and economic power
often have access to better medical care
than the working class, which is a major fac-
tor in living longer.

How do they stay in shape? 
Pelosi said in a 2011 interview with the

New Yorker magazine that she enjoys power
walking along the banks of the Potomac
River. Eric De Jonge, director of geriatrics at
MedStar Washington Hospital Center, said
he has “cared for senior US politicians,” but
declined to name which ones. Sleeping well,
eating well, exercising and having “a bal-
anced life” are the pillars of success for
healthy aging, he said. But the stresses of

political life, all those meetings, all the travel-
ing, the fiery arguments, the late-night nego-
tiations... Aren’t those things harmful to the
health? On the contrary, he said. “If you love
your job, and you know, you have a chance
to have great influence, and you really enjoy
it, that may not being as stressful as you
know, someone who was really unhappy or
has emotional or medical issues,” De Jonge
said. “It must be very compelling to have a
chance to be in that leadership role, after
you spend 30-40 years climbing the ladder,
and all of a sudden you’re there and so why
would you give that up?”

Dementia 
In the powerful Senate, an elite group of

100 members, seniority is seen as the top
criteria for heading a committee-so most
senators have learned to be patient. Chuck
Grassley, chief of the Senate Judiciary
Committee, in charge of confirming judges to
the Supreme Court, is 85 - the same age as
the influential Democrat, Dianne Feinstein,

who just won re-election. Sometimes, anoth-
er re-election just seems too much. In April,
Senator Thad Cochran finally stepped down
at age 80 from his spot as chair of the pow-
erful Appropriations Committee after health
problems and appearing disoriented.

“I worry more about the well-being of
someone who’s 85 than I do about someone
who’s 75,” said De Jonge, recalling that there
is a 50 percent risk of dementia after age 85.
But plenty of aging politicians are keeping
their ambitions intact. 

Trump, who reportedly loves hamburgers
and sodas but golfs regularly, and says he
never drinks or smokes, has vowed to seek
office again in 2020. He beat Hillary Clinton-
who was then 69 - in 2016, and could face
off against more adversaries of his own era
next time around. There is certainly a
younger faction of leaders taking shape in
American politics. But those sharpening their
swords for the next political tussle include
Elizabeth Warren (69), Joe Biden (76) and
Bernie Sanders (77). — AFP 

BUENOS AIRES: (Left to right) Japan’s Prime Minister Shinzo Abe speaks next to US President
Donald Trump and India’s Prime Minister Narendra Modi during a meeting on the sidelines of
the G20 Leaders’ Summit in Buenos Aires. — AFP 


