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Kuwaitis recollect George HW Bush’s great
contributions in liberating their country

Late President’s message on February 26, 1991 instilled in Kuwaitis’ heart

KUWAIT: When the name of former US
President George HW Bush is mentioned,
Kuwaitis recollect his great contributions to
liberating their homeland from the 1990-91
Iraqi invasion and his determination to expel
the invading forces and restore legitimacy to
their country. With the demise of this person-
ality that has had a great impact on the march
of Kuwait and the lives of Kuwaitis at the age
of 94 years, the biography of a man who made
firm decisions in the history of the United
States has had important effects on the march
of Kuwait, its history and the Arab Gulf and
the Middle East. The entire world recalls the
decision made by the late President on
January 16, 1991, to launch an international air
strike against Iraqi forces to liberate Kuwait
after the United Nations and the rest of the
world exhausted their efforts to persuade the
invading forces to withdraw voluntarily from

Kuwait. In implementation of that resolution
and in pursuance of the Security Council res-
olution of 29 November, 1990 by 12 votes to
two, with one abstention permitting the use of
force if Iraq does not withdraw from Kuwait
by January 15, 1991, coalition forces have
struck Iraqi forces to force them to withdraw
by force. The Kuwaitis also recall when late
president addressed the US Congress,
American people and the world on February
26, 1991 in the presence of Kuwait’s ambassa-
dor to the United States of America at the
time, Sheikh Saud Nasser Al-Sabah, with a
historical message which was instilled in their
hearts that Kuwait had become completely
free of invading forces.

On January 30, 1991, the International
Coalition forces launched a ground offensive
on Iraqi targets inside Kuwait for 15 continu-
ous hours, while the late US president

announced on February 23, 1991 that Baghdad
would be given a chance to withdraw its
troops from Kuwait without conditions, but
Iraq rejected all these conditions, thus, forcing
Bush on February 24, 1991 to give the green
light to coalition commander General Norman
Schwarzkopf to launch a ground offensive to
liberate Kuwait.

President Bush had made numerous con-
tacts with the countries concerned to find a
peaceful solution to liberate Kuwait and to
persuade the invading forces to withdraw, but
all the attempts of the late President and oth-
er heads of brotherly and friendly countries,
as well as the efforts of the United Nations,
were met with an insurmountable block of
defiance and stubbornness by the invading
forces and with a sense of superiority over all
peaceful efforts. After exhausting most of the
peaceful solutions, the late president began

his decisions to force invading troops to
withdraw by sending US ground, sea and air
forces on November 6, 1990, estimated at
200,000 troops.

His Highness the Amir Sheikh Sabah Al-
Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah said in a cable of
condolences to US President Donald Trump,
that he recalled the deceased’s honorable
and courageous attitudes towards Kuwait
and his rejection of the Iraqi occupation of
Kuwait from the early hours. He also recalled
the crucial decisions made by the American
administration under the leadership of the
late president and his pivotal role in forming
the international coalition with the mandate
of the United Nations to liberate the State of
Kuwait until it was liberated. His Highness
said that these positions will remain in the
memory of the people of Kuwait and will not
be forgotten. — KUNA

Kuwait’s late Amir Sheikh Jaber Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah awards the Order of Mubarak the Great to former
US President George HW Bush in 1993.

George HW Bush

In this file photo taken on March 06, 1992 US President George HW Bush
and First Lady Barbara Bush shake hands with members of the crowd at
a ‘Bush/Quayle 92’ rally on the steps of the Mississippi State Capitol.

Speaker of Kuwait’s National Assembly Marzouq Al-Ghanem meets with
former US President George HW Bush during a visit to the US in 2017.

Kuwait’s Ambassador to the US Sheikh Salem Al-Abdullah Al-Jaber Al-
Sabah meets with former US President George HW Bush in 2016.

Former US President George HW Bush (right) speaks in the White House in 1991 as Kuwait’s late Amir Sheikh Jaber
Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah (left) and Kuwait’s ambassador to the US Sheikh Saud Nasser Al-Sabah look on.

George HW 
Bush in 10 dates 
WASHINGTON: Here are 10 key dates in the life of
George HW Bush, the 41st president of the United
States who died Friday at the age of 94:

l June 12, 1924: George Herbert Walker Bush is
born in Milton, Massachusetts 

l June 12, 1942: Bush enlists in the US Navy on his
18th birthday, and becomes its youngest pilot, flying
58 combat missions in a torpedo bomber during
World War II. He is shot down over the Pacific and
rescued at sea

l January 6, 1945: Following his discharge from
the Navy, Bush marries Barbara Pierce. They have six
children: George Walker, Robin (who died at the age
of four), John (also known as Jeb), Neil, Marvin and
Dorothy

l 1953: Bush co-founds the Zapata Petroleum
Company in Texas

l 1967-1971: Serves as a Republican member of
the US House of Representatives from Texas for two
terms

l 1971-1973: Serves as US ambassador to the
United Nations

l 1976-1977: Serves as director of the Central
Intelligence Agency

l 1981-1989: Serves as US vice president under
Ronald Reagan, whom Bush had opposed for the
Republican presidential nomination in 1980

l 1989-1993: Serves as US president. In August
1990, Bush leads an international coalition to counter
Saddam Hussein’s invasion of Kuwait and liberates
the country in February 1991 with Operation Desert
Storm

l 1992: Bush loses his bid for a second term as
president to Democrat Bill Clinton  —AFP

In this file photo taken on May 23, 2005 Former US President George
HW Bush (L) and the former Soviet leader Mikhail Gorbachev shake
hands after a speech at the State Foreign Affairs University in Moscow. 

In this file photo taken on June 24, 1990 shows South African anti-apartheid
leader and African National Congress (ANC) member Nelson Mandela (L)
speaks to the press and fans after finishing his joint statement with US
President George HW Bush (R) on the White House South Lawn.

In this file photo taken on November 19, 1992 US President George HW
Bush waves to well-wishers while boarding Marine One for a weekend
at the presidential retreat in Camp David, Maryland.

In this file photo taken on September 25, 2008 Former
President George HW Bush waves as he arrives at the White
House to participate in US President George W Bush’s signing
of S 3406, the ADA (Americans With Disabilities) Amendments
Act of 2008, at the White House in Washington, DC. 


