
KUWAIT/WASHINGTON: Kuwait paid tribute to for-
mer US president George HW Bush yesterday, saying his
support during the first Gulf War “will not be forgotten”.
Bush, who helped steer America through the end of the
Cold War, died Friday at age 94, his family announced.
Kuwaitis have long expressed their gratitude to the late
41st president for backing the state following Iraq’s 1990
invasion.  In the wake of the war, many stuck bumper stick-
ers on their cars of Bush standing in front of an American
flag, and a few even named their children after him. 

In a letter to US President Donald Trump, HH the Amir
Sheikh Sabah Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah praised Bush’s

“historic and courageous stance... and his rejection of Iraq’s
occupation of Kuwait from the early hours”, including the
decisive decisions taken by the American administration
under the leadership of Bush and his pivotal role in forming
an international coalition mandated by the UN to liberate
Kuwait. His support “will remain in Kuwait’s collective
memory and will not be forgotten,” he added. “On behalf of
the Kuwaiti government and people, I express my deepest
condolences and utmost sympathy.” 

HH the Amir sent similar cables of condolences to
President George W Bush, the 43rd President of the United
States of America, and the deceased president’s family. HH
the Crown Prince Sheikh Nawaf Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-
Sabah and HH the Prime Minister Sheikh Jaber Al-Mubarak
Al-Hamad Al-Sabah sent similar cables to Trump. First
Deputy Prime Minister and Minister of Defense Sheikh
Nasser Sabah Al-Ahmad Al-Sabah also sent cables of
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KUWAIT: A man gestures between Kuwaiti and American flags as the Kuwait Towers are lit up with images of former US
president George HW Bush yesterday. — Photo by Yasser Al-Zayyat
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KUWAIT: We regret to announce the passing of
former US President George HW Bush on Nov 30,
2018, in the United States, at 94 years of age. US
Ambassador to Kuwait Lawrence Silverman and the
entire staff of the US Embassy express their deepest
condolences to the family of former President Bush.
The Embassy will open a condolence book for all
those would like to visit the Embassy to express
their sympathies and honor his memory. The book
will be open beginning on Sunday, Dec 2, from 1:00
pm to 4:00 pm, Monday, Dec 3 from 10 am to 2 pm
and Tuesday, Dec 4, 10 am to 2 pm.

President George HW Bush dedicated his life to
serving his country and the American public in the
military, in domestic politics and foreign affairs. He
was truly a “point of light” who inspired others to
public service. He was a devoted husband and dedi-
cated father, grandfather and great-grandfather.

Sworn in as the 41st President of the United
States on Jan 20, 1989, George Herbert Walker Bush
helped usher in a more hopeful geopolitical era
marked by the spread of freedom. 
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KUWAIT: The Municipality yesterday shut down
the locally-developed Qout Market minutes before its
opening in the parking lot of Discovery Mall in
Kuwait City. Organizers of the market said the
Municipality’s actions were “arbitrary”, adding that
they didn’t receive any warnings prior to the closure.
“To explain, there is no license for outdoor markets in
Kuwaiti law. Every year we go to see the head of
Kuwait Municipality and have a conversation,” said

Qout Market founders Budour Al-Qassar and Noaf
Hussein in a statement published on social media. 

“We have been trying to get the government to add
a new license for Saturday markets, and almost suc-
ceeded last year with (Minister of Commerce and
Industry) Khaled Al-Roudhan. We literally wrote the
law. Then they dropped it. So for this year, we wrote
our usual letter to the head of Kuwait Municipality
and were told as usual they would turn a blind eye,”
they added.

Municipality Director Ahmad Al-Manfouhi
released a statement in which he explained that the
decision to close the market came because it “violat-
ed municipal bylaws and safety conditions”. However,
the organizers believe that the decision was personal.
“They must have known Manfouhi does not answer
his phone on weekends and we would not be able to
get through to him,” they said in their statement.
“They came prepared, and they came on market day
instead of the night before to make sure they caused
as much damage and humiliation as possible.”
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KUWAIT: A landmine blew up in Jraishan in northern
Kuwait yesterday, injuring the Kuwaiti driver of a vehicle
and setting it ablaze, the interior ministry said in a state-
ment. The injured citizen was taken to hospital for treatment.
The ministry has received over the past days many reports
about unfamiliar objects, suspected to be abandoned mili-
tary ordnance, the statement said, adding that experts were
immediately dispatched to the locations and “tackled them”. 

The ministry urged citizens and residents to call 112 if
they find unfamiliar objects. The ministry, along with other
Kuwaiti authorities, has repeatedly urged for caution after
recent torrential rain swamped many areas and caused
sand drifting, uncovering military ordnance including mines. 

Most of the ordnance, located on Kuwaiti territories,
were left behind by the Iraqi troops that invaded

Kuwait in August 1990, starting a seven-month occupa-
tion of the country. 

Meanwhile, compensation claims filed for rain dam-
age reached 761 cases, including real estate, vehicles
and furniture loss claims, Minister of Social Affair and
Labor and Minister of State for Economic Affairs Hind
Al-Sabeeh announced yesterday. She added in press
remarks that the process of receiving people affected
by the heavy rains is well organized at the compensa-
tions committee headquarters in Shamiya. 

The committee gives priority to Kuwaitis and to
those with damaged houses and vehicles, Sabeeh said.
She denied offering any financial compensation to the
affected people yet, indicating that this stage is only for
receiving inquires and checking that they meet all
requirements and are in accordance with the legal pro-
cedures followed. The government is giving the matter
extra care, making sure to offer victims suitable pay-
ments that cover the damage they suffered. This com-
mittee will ensure justice towards the compensation
demands, assuring those who incurred losses due to the
recent deluge that they would receive an appropriate
recompense. — KUNA

Mine blast wounds 
motorist; 761 rain 
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DUBAI: Iran’s navy yesterday launched a domestically
made destroyer, which state media said has radar-evad-
ing stealth properties, as tensions rise with archenemy
the United States. In a ceremony carried live on state
television, the Sahand destroyer - which can sustain
voyages lasting five months without resupply - joined
Iran’s regular navy at a base in Bandar Abbas on the
Gulf. The Sahand has a flight deck for helicopters, tor-
pedo launchers, anti-aircraft and anti-ship guns, sur-
face-to-surface and surface-to-air missiles and elec-
tronic warfare capabilities, state television reported.

US President Donald Trump pulled out of an inter-
national agreement on Iran’s nuclear program in May
and reimposed sanctions on Tehran. He said the deal
was flawed because it did not include curbs on Iran’s
development of ballistic missiles or its support for
proxies in Syria, Yemen, Lebanon and Iraq. The United
States has said its goal is to reduce Iran’s oil exports to
zero. Senior Iranian officials have said that if Iran is not
allowed to export then no other countries will be
allowed to export oil through the Strait of Hormuz at
the mouth of the Gulf.

“This vessel is the result of daring and creative
design relying on the local technical knowledge of the
Iranian Navy... and has been built with stealth capabili-
ties,” Rear-Admiral Alireza Sheikhi, head of the navy
shipyards that built the destroyer, told the state news
agency IRNA.
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in the GulfPARIS: Police and anti-government

protesters clashed near the Champs-
Elysees and in other parts of central
Paris yesterday with demonstrators
hurling rocks and paint at riot police
who responded with tear gas. The clash-
es came as thousands took part in a
third weekend of “yellow vest” protests

which have morphed from anger over
fuel taxes into a broader anti-govern-
ment movement. Crowds of protesters
gathering at the Arc de Triomphe earlier
found the Champs-Elysees locked down
with police manning barricades and
water cannon.
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DOHA: As Qatari filmmakers gathered
on the red carpet at Doha’s Ajyal Film
Festival one thing stood out - the

majority of local directors are women.
“I think this is a question that everyone
is mesmerized by: the idea that we have
more women in fi lmmaking here in
Doha than men,” said festival director
Fatma Al-Remaihi. Among those show-
ing movies at the annual six-day festival
were Aisha Al-Shammakh, Nouf Al-
Sulaiti and the rising star of Qatari cin-
ema, Amal Al-Muftah.

Their films focus on a variety of sub-
jects, from “maligned” Qatari millennials
and father-daughter relationships 
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PARIS: Demonstrators destroy a car during a protest by “yellow vests” against rising oil prices
and living costs on the Champs-Elysees yesterday. — AFP 

DOHA: This image grab taken from a handout video on Nov 27, 2018 shows
Qatari film director Amal Al-Muftah (left) speaking with actresses on-set during
the filming of a short film at an undisclosed location. — AFP 


