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MILAN: Gennaro Gattuso’s AC Milan will look
to put last weekend’s collapse against Napoli
behind them when they host Roma in their first
game of the season at the San Siro today. Roma
are also desperate for a win to bury any doubts
about their title credentials after battling back
to draw 3-3 with Atalanta at the Stadio Olimpico
last Monday.

Both sides are now in US hands-AC Milan
owned by billionaire Paul Singer’s Elliot Man-
agement and Roma controlled by American
businessman James Pallotta-and need three
points to keep pace with Juventus and Napoli,
who boast six points apiece after two rounds.

Milan-with a game in hand after their opener
against Genoa was postponed-suffered a 3-2
defeat at Serie A runners-up Napoli despite
holding a two-goal lead last weekend. It was a
blow for Gattuso in his first match against his
former Milan coach, Carlo Ancelotti, and he be-
lievs Roma will provide another “tough” test.

“We need to prepare well for Roma because
they are a very tough team,” said Gattuso. “We
need to repeat the many positive things we did
at Napoli because not every team goes to the
San Paolo and plays the way we did, with
courage. “Of course, we need to correct the
things that didn’t work out.” Roma, meanwhile,
battled back from a nightmare first half against
Atalanta, with coach Eusebio Di Francesco
needing surgery after punching the wall in the
dugout during the game and breaking a bone in
his left hand. Passions should be running high

again in what is new-look Milan’s first home
game of the season in front of an estimated
60,000 expectant fans at the San Siro. Former
club legends Leonardo and Paulo Maldini have
joined Gattuso in the club setup with ex-Brazil
star Kaka arriving this week with a view to a role
in the club. It will also be a clash between two
strike aces in Milan’s Gonzalo Higuain and
Roma’s Edin Dzeko-who both scored 16 goals in
Serie A last season. Higuain-who has 111 goals al-
together in Serie A-moved to Milan on-loan from
Juventus but has yet to score for his new club.

Bosnian Dzeko-who has 54 Italian league
goals-got Roma’s opening match winner against
Torino. And Roma forward Patrik Schick has no
doubt 30-year-old Higuain will be one of the
danger men. “They’ve bought Gonzalo Higuain
- for me he and Giacomo Bonaventura are their
best players,” said Czech international Schick,
who also wants to make a mark after being
plagued by injuries last season.

RONALDO FOCUS ON JUVE GOAL 
Cristiano Ronaldo will be looking for his first

goal as seven-time reigning champions Juventus
travel to promoted Parma tomorrow. The 33-
year-old is skipping Portugal’s next two interna-
tionals to focus on his new team after moving
this summer from Real Madrid.

Two-time UEFA Cup winners Parma are back
in the top flight after three promotions following
their demotion to Serie D after bankruptcy. The
side from the region of Emilia-Romagna have

just one point from their opening two games.
Inter Milan travel to Bologna looking for their

first win after an opening defeat to Sassuolo was
followed by a draw against Torino. Inter mid-
fielder Radja Nainggolan could play his first game

after suffering injury following his signing from
Roma. Ancelotti’s Napoli head to Sampdoria on
Saturday, with surprise package SPAL, who sbat-
tled relegation last season, looking to keep their
winning momentum at Torino. — Reuters

Gattuso’s Milan face Roma test in 
San Siro clash of US-owned clubs

Ronaldo will be looking for his first goal for champions Juventus

VAR in the
spotlight after
controversial 
Bundesliga start
BERLIN: The new Bundesliga season is only
one match day old but it has already seen a
string of controversial decisions that have
put the video assistant referee (VAR) sys-
tem in the spotlight.

Former referee Wolfgang Stark has been
relieved of his duties as a video assistant
referee after the system was at the centre of
controversy relating to decisions in Satur-
day’s VfL Wolfsburg-Schalke 04 match.

A yellow card handed out to Schalke’s
Matija Nastasic was changed to red in the
64th minute and, shortly after, a red card
was replaced by a yellow for a Wolfsburg
player after VAR intervention. In the VAR
system, a trained referee with access to a
video monitor, and in constant communica-
tion with the main match official, checks de-
cisions considered “match-changing”.

Stark, an international referee from 1999
to 2014 and who officiated in 344 Bun-
desliga matches until 2017, would not work
as a video referee “until further notice,” the

German Football Association (DFB) said.
VAR, in its second season in the Bun-

desliga, was expected to operate much like
it did at the World Cup in Russia, an efficient
support tool for referees to minimise poten-
tial game-changing mistakes.

But already its value is being called into
question this season. Hoffenheim coach Ju-
lian Nagelsmann was left fuming when VAR
was not used to overturn the awarding of a
controversial penalty when Bayern Munich’s
Franck Ribery went down in the box in their
match last Friday.

He was absolutely livid when, after
Robert Lewandowski’s penalty was saved,
the system intervened to order a retake as
Bayern Munich’s Arjen Robben encroached
into the box too early. Lewandowski made
no mistake with the retake to make it 2-1 be-
fore Robben added a late third.

“Why was VAR not used to see that it
was no penalty in the first place,” Nagels-
mann asked. “VAR? Where was it? Cer-
tainly not here.” Even Bayern coach Niko
Kovac acknowledged he “would not have
given the penalty”, further adding to the
controversy. Early leaders Borussia Dort-
mund, buoyed by their 4-1 demolition of
RB Leipzig last week, hope there will no
need for VAR when they play Hanover 96
on Friday, with forward Paco Alcacer join-
ing from Barcelona to further boost their
firepower. — Reuters

Newcastle suffer 
League Cup exit, 
Everton roll on
LONDON: Newcastle’s miserable start to the sea-
son suffered another blow with a dramatic late 3-
1 defeat to Championship side Nottingham Forest
on Wednesday to crash out of the League Cup at
the second round.

There was no such strife for Premier League
high flyers Everton and Watford, who continued
their unbeaten starts to the campaign with victo-
ries over Rotherham and Reading respectively to
make round three.

Newcastle boss Rafa Benitez had been fiercely
criticised for his negative approach in defeat to
Chelsea on Sunday that left the Magpies with just
one point from their opening three league games.

Benitez made seven changes for the visit to the
City Ground but those coming in did their case lit-
tle good as Daryl Murphy headed the hosts in
front inside two minutes.

That looked like being enough for Forest, until
Salomon Rondon registered his first Newcastle
with practically the visitors’ first decent chance
two minutes into stoppage time. However, Forest
weren’t to be denied as Matty Cash and Gil Dias
struck in six added minutes to reach the last 32. “I
don’t agree that Forest were the better team and
I’m not concerned by how we played,” said a de-
fiant Benitez. “We did not create many chances so

we need to improve in attack and keep working
hard. “It’s a long season, we knew it was going to
be hard but we have confidence in ourselves.”
Everton got the job done much earlier as Gylfi
Sigurdsson and a double from Dominic Calvert-
Lewin eased Marco Silva’s men into the next
round with a 3-1 win at Goodison.

Watford may be joint top of the Premier
League with three wins from three, but the Hor-
nets also have impressive depth as Javi Gracia
made 11 changes for a 2-0 victory at Reading.
Isaac Success and Domingos Quina on his debut
ensured it was a successful night for Gracia’s men.
Millwall also reached round three after twice com-
ing from behind to beat Plymouth 3-2 thanks to
Aiden O’Brien’s 89th minute winner.  — AFP

NAPLES: File photo shows AC Milan’s Italian coach Gennaro Gattuso looks on during the Italian
Serie A football match Napoli vs AC Milan on August 25, 2018 at the San Paolo Stadium in
Naples. — AFP

LONDON: File photo shows Newcastle United’s
Spanish manager Rafael Benitez is seen before kick
off of the English Premier League football match
between Newcastle United and Chelsea. — AFP


