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KUWAIT: Kuwaiti jockey Ali Al-Kharafi won the
gold medal yesterday at the equestrian jumping
event during the 2018 Asian Games held in
Jakarta. Kuwaiti wrestler Hussein Al-Mesri also
won bronze in Asian tourney. Al-Mesri won in
Kurash wrestling competition (below 90 kg).

His Highness the Amir Sheikh Sabah Al-
Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah congratulated yes-
terday Kuwaiti jockey Ali Al-Kharafi on winning
a gold medal at the equestrian jumping event

during the 2018 Asian Games in Indonesia. His
Highness the Amir praised the achievement and
wished the athlete the best of luck in future
competitions. 

His Highness the Amir also cabled Kuwaiti
wrestler Hussein Al-Mesri, expressing congrat-
ulations on winning the bronze medal in Kurash
wrestling competition. HH the Amir praised the
champion’s sports accomplishment hoping to
see him making further achievements.

His Highness the Deputy Amir and Crown
Prince Sheikh Nawaf Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-
Sabah and His Highness the Prime Minister
Sheikh Jaber Al-Mubarak Al-Hamad Al-Sabah
sent similar cables.

Meanwhile, Kuwait’s Information Minister
and Minister of State for Youth Affairs Mo-
hammad Al-Jabri congratulated the Kuwaiti
jockey Ali Al-Kharafi for winning the gold
medal at the equestrian jumping event and

Hussein Al-Mesri for winning the bronze dur-
ing the 2018 Asian Games held in Jakarta, In-
donesia. Kuwaiti athletes occupying top ranks
in such tournaments is a result of the State of
Kuwait’s care for the youth and furnishing
them with all possible measures to express
their creativity capacities, the minister added.
Kuwait has so far bagged six medals at the
Asian Games with three gold, one silver and
two bronze. — KUNA

Amir congratulates Al-Kharafi, Al-Mesri 
on winning medals at 2018 Asian Games

Information minister praises Al-Kharafi, Al-Mesri for their performances

JAKARTA: Olympic Council of Asia (OCA) Director
General Husain Al-Musallam has told Reuters he hopes
his native Kuwait will implement a roadmap proposed
by the International Olympic Committee that will see it
return to the Olympic fold ahead of the 2020 Tokyo
Games. Kuwait’s national Olympic committee has been
banned since 2015 after the government was accused of
interference with a new sports law. As a result, Kuwaiti
athletes had to compete under the Olympic flag at the
2016 Rio de Janeiro Games and they have had no access
to IOC funds.

Earlier this month, the IOC provisionally lifted the
ban shortly before the start of the Asian Games “as a
gesture of goodwill to recognise the progress accom-
plished”, allowing the country to compete under its own
flag in Jakarta.

Al-Musallam said in an interview on Wednesday that
several other countries had faced the same problem, the
difference was Kuwait has been grappling with the issue
for the last three decades. “This issue is not only in
Kuwait but has happened in many other countries in the
world. We have had the same issue before in India, Pak-
istan and Korea,” he said. “All issues were solved after a
year or two and things have moved forward.

Kuwait was also suspended in 2010 over a similar
dispute but reinstated before the 2012 London
Olympics. The country has had more than 15 national
sports bodies suspended over the years, including its
football federation, due to a controversial sports law.

Al-Musallam, a close ally of OCA President and FIFA
Council member Sheikh Ahmad Al-Fahad Al-Ahmed Al-
Sabah, another Kuwaiti, said the country’s government
was focused on getting the ban lifted in time for the
Tokyo Games. “For me, as a Kuwaiti, I am very proud that
the team participated under the flag at the Asian Games
and the athletes performed well in short notice,” the 58-
year-old said. “We need to work together in Kuwait, re-
spect the minimum requirements and principles of the
Olympic movement. “I hope we will work together to
hold elections according to the roadmap proposed by
the IOC and this will be helpful for everybody.” 

“The (Asian) Games have run during World War II,
the Korean war and all nations have participated,” he
said. “The political problems during the India-Pakistan-
Bangladesh war, the Afghanistan problems, Vietnam war,
Iraq war - the Games have run. Despite all these chal-
lenges the Olympic movement in Asia is united and
working well.”  — Reuters

OCA hopes to see Kuwait back 
in Olympic fold for 2020

JAKARTA: Son Heung-min is one Asian
Games win away from earning gold and
an exemption from military service but
the South Korean forward is also keep-
ing a close eye on how his Tottenham
Hotspur team mates are doing in the
Premier League-when he can keep his
eyes open that is.

Son slept through Spurs’ 3-0 win
over Manchester United on Monday
night having earlier played all 120 min-
utes of South Korea’s 4-3 extra-time win
over Uzbekistan. “It was too late, it was
two o’clock in the morning here so I was
sleeping but I was very happy when I
saw the result,” the 26-year-old said.

“I was very happy for that and very
proud of my team mates. I’m here but
I’m still watching my team mates, so I
was very happy.” Son made one ap-
pearance from the bench for Spurs be-
fore linking up with South Korea’s Asian
Games squad earlier this month. Spurs
are currently second in the Premier
League, behind Liverpool on goal dif-
ference, after winning all three of their
opening fixtures.

He will not return to Tottenham until
the middle of September as he is set to

join up with the senior national side next
week for friendlies against Costa Rica
and Chile and he knows he may have to
bide his team to reclaim a place in
Mauricio Pochettino’s starting line-up.

“I’ve missed already three or four
weeks and we have the international
break before I will be back,” he said.
“I’m ready for that. Even when I don’t
play I will be waiting for my chance.
We’re one team and I have to be ready
to play for my team.”

Despite his exertions for his country
in sweltering Indonesian conditions,
Son said he would be in good shape for
the restart to the domestic season

“Of course, it’s a bit different with
the weather and the humidity, and the
pitches are also different, but I’ll be
ready when I go back to Tottenham,” he
added.

All that stands between South Korea
and the gold medal is a win over fierce
rivals Japan and while Son was reluc-
tant to talk too much about the
prospect of winning a military exemp-
tion he was in no doubt as to the impor-
tance of rounding out the tournament
with the victory. — Reuters

JAKARTA: Silver medallist from Qatar Ali Althani (L), gold medallist from Kuwait Ali Al-Kharafi (C)
and bronze medalist from Saudi Arabia Ramzy Hamad Alduhami attend the medal ceremony for
the individual final round jumping event at the equestrian competition. — AFP

JAKARTA: Gold medalist Uzbekistan’s Shermukhammad Jandreev (2nd L), silver medalist Uzbekistan’s
Yakhyo Imamov (L) and bronze medalists Kazakhstan’s Yersultan Muzapparov (2nd R) and Kuwait’s
Hussein Al-Mesri pose during the awards ceremony for the men’s-90kg kurash event. — AFP

Son seeking gold with one 
eye on Spurs progress


