
LONDON: Former senior Kenyan athletics official David Okeyo
has been banned from the sport for life and fined $50,000 after
being found guilty of diverting hundreds of thousands of dollars
of sponsorship payments for his personal use.

Okeyo, a former Secretary-General and Vice President of Ath-
letics Kenya (AK) as well as a member of the IAAF Council, and
Joseph Kinyua, a former Treasurer of Athletics Kenya, were in-
vestigated by the sport’s ethics board in relation to payments
made by US sportswear company Nike between 2003 and 2015.

In a 74-page judgement released yesterday, the Board found
that on many occasions Okeyo did not disclose to AK the with-
drawals of the Nike money he made from AK bank accounts
and he could also not show any evidence of what the money
had been used for.

He was thus found to have breached the ethics code on 10
occasions after taking sponsorship money that “could have
been better directed to support the development of the sport
of athletics in Kenya” and expelled him from his position on the
IAAF Council.

He was ordered to pay the $50,000 fine to AK. Kinyua was
found by the board to have “engaged in similar conduct” but as
he was not an IAAF official at the time, it was deemed that he was
not bound by the ethics rules in place at the time and hence he
escaped sanction.

The two men, along with former AK President Isaiah Kipla-
gat, were provisionally suspended at the end of 2015. Kiplagat
has since died and consequently the ethics board dropped its
investigation into his activities. Okeyo and Kinyua deny wrong-
doing, saying that the money was legitimate payment for their

own expenses and expertise and for payments they personally
made to athletes.

Kinyua told Reuters yesterday that he was happy with the de-
cision and that “justice was done.” Okeyo told Reuters: “Yes, I
have read the decision of the Athletics Integrity Unit and my
lawyers will advise me on the next course of action.”

At the time of their suspensions Nike said the company had
acted with integrity in its dealings with AK and that the “ex-
pectation and understanding” of the sponsorship deal was that
the funds would be used to support and service the teams and
athletes.

The judgement, however, showed that Nike had clearly been
concerned about how the funds were being used and that the
ethics panel was satisfied that in many, though not all of the in-
stances it investigated, funds were being siphoned off.

“In failing to disclose the honorarium and service fee payments
to the membership of AK, the panel is comfortably satisfied that
the defendants diverted funds of AK for their own direct or indi-
rect personal benefit, as charged,” the Board said in its findings.

“In the view of the panel, Mr Okeyo’s conduct in failing as Sec-
retary General of AK ... constituted conduct likely to bring the
sport of athletics into disrepute.” On one occasion in 2010 Okeyo
withdrew $200,000 from AK accounts, saying subsequently that
the money was used by AK to promote its athletics programmes.

However, the panel said that Okeyo could not produce any ev-
idence to show that the executive board had approved this course
of action, “nor did he provide any details as to what programmes
had been supported, nor did he furnish any evidence by way of
payment vouchers or supporting invoices to corroborate his ac-

count.” The report added: “Under cross-examination, when asked
to explain the purpose for the withdrawal of $200,000, Mr Okeyo
could provide no explanation, other than that he had been in-
structed to withdraw the money.”

Okeyo has also been charged with the extortion of money from
athletes but the ethics panel will issue a separate decision in re-
lation to that charge. — Reuters
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Former world
boxing champ
Taylor arrested 
for assault: Report
WASHINGTON: Former world middleweight
boxing champion Jermain Taylor was arrested
Wednesday on domestic assault charges,
Arkansas television station KATV reported.
Taylor, who turned 40 earlier this month, was
booked in Pulaski County Jail on charges of third
degree domestic battery and aggravated assault,
according to an arrest report seen by the Little
Rock station.

The police report said Taylor was taken into
custody at his home after he punched a woman,
held a knife to her throat and threatened to kill
her. Area police arrested Taylor in July of last
year after he was accused of attacking a woman
he was dating, police reports said, with prose-
cutors later dropping the charges.

The report also said Taylor was given a 19-
year suspended sentence in three separate
cases, a battery incident at a substance abuse
treatment facility and aggravated assault
charges from a Martin Luther King Day parade
in Little Rock in January 2015 plus battery and
threatening a woman in August 2014.

Two months later, Taylor fought the final bout
of his career, defeating Australian Sam Soliman

at Biloxi, Mississippi to win the International
Boxing Federation middleweight crown for the
second time.

He was later stripped of the crown for being
unable to defend it due to legal issues and a ring
return never materialized, ending his career with
a record of 33-4 with one drawn.

Taylor won a light-middleweight bronze
medal at the 2000 Sydney Olympics and won his
first 25 professional fights, defeating Bernard
Hopkins for the undisputed middleweight crown
in 2005 and winning a rematch to reach 25-0.

His next fight was a draw with fellow Ameri-
can Winky Wright and his only career losses
came soon after, to American Kelly Pavlik in
2007 and 2008 and to Britain’s Carl Froch and
German Arthur Abaraham in 2009. — AFP

Jermain Taylor

NZ’s Moody ruled
out of Rugby
Championship
with broken thumb
WELLINGTON:  All Blacks prop Joe
Moody has been ruled out of the rest of the
Rugby Championship after he broke his
thumb in their 40-12 victory over Australia
tomorrow.

Uncapped tighthead prop Angus Ta’avao
has been called into the squad, with Karl
Tu’inukuafe and Tim Perry to cover Moody’s
absence on the loosehead side of the scrum.
“Moods has had an x-ray which has revealed
a fracture in his left thumb,” All Blacks coach
Steve Hansen said in a statement.

“He doesn’t need surgery but will be in a
cast for six weeks and, unfortunately, will miss
the rest of the ... Rugby Championship. “The
good news is he’ll be back in time for the
northern tour to Japan and Europe.”

Ta’avao, who was called in because of an
injury to Jeffrey Toomaga-Allen, is the second
prop to have been drafted into the All Blacks
after starting the season without a Super
Rugby contract.

Tu’inukuafe also started the season with-
out a full-time professional contract but was

called into the All Blacks squad as injury
cover for their test series against France in
June. Both were picked up by the Waikato
Chiefs after all six of the Hamilton-based
side’s originally contracted props were ruled
out due to long-term injury.

“Angus had a big season for the Chiefs
during the ... Super Rugby season, was part
of a very good Chiefs pack and has made
big strides on the technical aspects of his
position,” Hansen added. The All Blacks have
won their first two matches of the Rugby
Championship with bonus-point victories
over the Wallabies to retain the Bledisloe
Cup. The All Blacks re-assemble on Sunday
in Nelson to prepare for their clash against
Argentina on Sept 8. — Reuters
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