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An inside view of the ‘Kali-Kapocs’ restaurant in Mindszentkala village, at Balaton Lake in
Hungary.

People relax near a small runnel and a path bent beside the building of the ‘Kali-Kapocs’ restaurant
in Mindszentkala village.

A Falangcai Poppy Bowl is
displayed during a media
preview for the Sotheby’s
Chinese Works of Art Au-
tumn Sales in Hong Kong
yesterday.—AFP photos 

Anearly 1000-year-old ink painting by one of
China’s greatest literati masters Su Shi is ex-
pected to fetch US$51 million at auction,

Christie’s said yesterday as the work went on view
in Hong Kong. The Song Dynasty artwork created
by Su is “one of the world’s rarest Chinese paint-
ings,” said the auction house. Entitled “Wood and
Rock,” the ink-on-paper handscroll depicts a
dragon-like old tree with withered branches and a
sharp rock resting at its root. The versatile literati,
also known as Su Dongpo is one of the most impor-
tant cultural figures in Chinese history and was an
esteemed scholar, poet, prose-writer, painter, cal-
ligrapher and statesman.

“The number of the works securely attributed to
him are very few, probably only two or three. They
are extremely rare,” said Jonathan Stone, deputy
chairman for Christie’s Asian art department. The

185.5cm-long scroll is inscribed with calligraphy
and the poems of four important literati of the 11th
century in China, and also exhibits the seals of 41
collectors. The painting will be on view until Sep-
tember 1 and will go under the hammer on Novem-
ber 26 as part of Christie’s Hong Kong Autumn Sale.
Stone said the artwork is expected to attract inter-
ests from outside China. “It’s an international mas-
terpiece instead of just a Chinese masterpiece,” he
added. In 2010, “Dizhuming”, a Chinese calligraphy
scroll by Huang Tingjian-Su Shi’s student-sold for
$64 million at Poly Auction in Beijing. Hong Kong’s
auction houses have seen frenzied bidding among
Asian buyers in recent years, with sales of dia-
monds, paintings and ancient ceramics shattering
world records. A rare Qing Dynasty porcelain bowl
enameled with poppies is expected to fetch $25.6
million at Sotheby’s in October.—AFP

Ancient Chinese painting expected to fetch $51 million

The ‘Kali-Kapocs’ restaurant building and the garden are pictured in Mindszentkala village, at Balaton Lake.

A Falangcai Poppy Bowl is displayed during a
media preview for the Sotheby’s Chinese Works
of Art Autumn Sales in Hong Kong.

AFP. “But even with this system, you can see there are not
enough waiters and waitresses to serve our clients.”

At Siofok, mother-of-two Petra Lisztes, 39, said they
spent several weeks at the lake every year and she had no-
ticed that many of the small food and drinks stands had re-
mained shut this time and that service in restaurants was
slower. The problem extends far beyond Lake Balaton.
Seen as a relatively cheap holiday destination, the number
of tourists to Hungary has climbed seven percent this year
so far, according to official data released by the KSH Hun-
garian Central Statistical Office, after already reaching a
record 29.5 million hotel overnight stays last year.

To compensate for a lack of workers, several Budapest
hotels have started to simplify reception services inspired
by airline companies’ online check-in systems. But the
problem is hard to solve for jobs that require expertise,
such as cooks, head waiters and waitresses or managers.
Seeking to offer a solution, the government is trying to
convince pensioners to return to work by exempting them
from having to pay social contributions and capping taxes
at 15 percent.  Since last year, Budapest has permitted
workers from neighboring non-EU countries Ukraine and
Serbia to work in Hungary for up to 90 days without a
work permit. But, so far, the measures have failed to solve
the shortage.—AFP


