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BATU CAVES, Malaysia: A famed Malaysian
Hindu temple complex has had its steps
painted in a dazzling array of colors, spark-
ing excitement from some visitors but an-
gering officials who oversee heritage sites.
The Batu Caves complex, a series of caverns
set in a limestone hill on the outskirts of
Kuala Lumpur, is popular with devotees
from Malaysia’s ethnic Indian minority and
tourists, with a regular stream of people
clambering up the 272 steps to reach the
temples.

The steps have been painted in a kalei-
doscope of bright colors ahead of a Hindu
ritual that is conducted in temples every 12
years, which will take place today. But the
temple management committee has found it-
self in hot water with the government her-
itage department, after allegedly failing to
seek permission to paint the steps. 

The committee will receive a warning let-
ter from the department, while Deputy Cul-
ture Minister Muhammad Bakhtiar Wan
Chik said he was “very disappointed” and
the work had “disturbed the harmony, in-

tegrity and originality of Batu Caves”, the
Star newspaper reported.

He played down the possibility of the
complex losing its heritage status, but urged
others running historic sites to get consent
before carrying out major work or renova-
tions. But the paint job on the steps, which
were previously the same color as the lime-
stone hillside, impressed tourists visiting the
complex. 

Ratna Yunita from Indonesia described it
as “out of the ordinary”. “So many colors, so
many people in such a beautiful place, it
feels like you’re in India, not in Malaysia,”
she told AFP.

Batu Caves is an important religious site
for Tamil Hindus. During the annual Thai-
pusam festival, massive crowds of devotees
descend on the complex, with many piercing
their bodies with hooks and skewers to
showcase devotion to the deity Murugan.
Most of Malaysia’s roughly 32 million people
are Muslim, but the country also has around
two million ethnic Indians and nearly seven
million ethnic Chinese. — AFP 

BEIJING: China yesterday derided the “irre-
sponsible and absurd logic” of the United States
after President Donald Trump accused Beijing of
making Washington’s relationship with North
Korea more difficult. Trump doubled down on his
suggestion that China was not helping to rein in
its Cold War-era ally - a charge he first leveled
when he cancelled a trip to North Korea by Sec-
retary of State Mike Pompeo that was due to
take place this week. “A lot of people, like me, feel
that the US is first in the world when it comes to
twisting the truth, and irresponsible and absurd
logic,” Chinese foreign ministry spokeswoman
Hua Chunying told a regular press briefing. “This
logic is not easily understood by all,” Hua said. 

Trump’s refusal to direct criticism at North
Korean leader Kim Jong Un and instead blame
other parties for a lack of progress comes de-
spite reports the US received a belligerent letter
from Pyongyang, which prompted Pompeo to
cancel a planned trip to North Korea last week-
end. “We hope the US can play a positive and
constructive role in settling the issue just like the
Chinese. To solve the problem, it should look at
itself instead of shifting blame,” Hua added.

Trade war 
Speaking at the White House on Wednesday,

Trump said: “China makes it much more difficult
in terms of our relationship with North Korea”.
“Part of the North Korea problem is caused by
the trade disputes with China,” Trump said. But
he insisted his ties with Chinese President Xi

Jinping were “great” and that he had a “fantastic
relationship” with North Korean leader Kim Jong
Un, whom he met in Singapore in June. The US
president said he was not considering resuming
joint military exercises on the Korean Peninsula
that Pyongyang considers “provocative”.

Beijing is Pyongyang’s sole major ally, and the
main transit country for any goods entering the
North. Trump said that China - angered by US
moves on trade - is no longer being as tough as
it could be on North Korea. “We know that
China is providing North Korea with consider-
able aid, including money, fuel, fertilizer and var-
ious other commodities. This is not helpful!” he
tweeted on Wednesday evening.

On the subject of military exercises, which
the US suspended as a “good faith” measure fol-
lowing Trump’s summit with Kim, the president
said “there is no reason at this time to be spend-
ing large amounts of money on joint US-South
Korea war games” though added these could re-
sume if the need arose. It came a day after De-
fense Secretary Jim Mattis said the Pentagon
was not planning to suspend any more military
drills, before appearing to backtrack on
Wednesday by insisting “no decisions” had been
made on the matter.

Trump also reiterated his wish to fundamen-
tally alter the trade status quo between the
United States and China, the world’s top two
economies. He said he needed to take a tough
stance with Beijing on trade “because it was re-
ally not fair to our country,” criticizing his pred-

ecessors who “closed their eyes” to the issue.

Belligerent letter 
In June, Trump and Kim pledged to work to-

ward the “complete denuclearization of the Ko-
rean Peninsula” although their joint statement
was short on details for how that might be

achieved. Efforts stalled several weeks ago, and
last week, Trump ordered Secretary of State
Mike Pompeo to cancel a planned trip to Py-
ongyang. At the time, Trump said that he did not
believe China was helping in the denucleariza-
tion process due to Washington’s tougher stance
on trade. —  Agencies 

China slams Trump’s ‘absurd,
irresponsible logic’ on DPRK

US lawmakers blasted for Xinjiang sanctions call

SHANGHAI: Cheating to win is as old as sport
itself but two Chinese pigeon racers took it to
modern-day extremes when they hid the birds
in milk cartons and hopped on a bullet train. It
was no surprise then when their homing pi-
geons scooped the first four places in the race
and total prize money of more than one million
yuan ($150,000). But the pigeons’ rapid times
soon raised suspicions and Shanghai race or-
ganizers turned the men in when the scale of
the ruse emerged, the state-run Legal Daily
reported.

The two men, surnamed Gong and
Zhang, attempted to conceal their crime by
killing the birds and giving up the prize
money, the state newspaper said. But it was
too late and a Shanghai court handed the
duo suspended sentences of three years for
fraud. The court also fined Gong 30,000

yuan and Zhang 20,000 yuan, Legal Daily
said, adding that they also broke competi-
tion rules by using older pigeons instead of
one-year-olds.

The two men went to great lengths to
beat the opposition in the race in April
2017 from the city of Shangqiu in the
province of Henan to Shanghai on China’s
east coast, a distance of about 750 kilome-
ters. Gong and Zhang began their nefarious
plan a year in advance, raising the pigeons
at two feeding points, in Henan and Shang-
hai, to familiarize the birds with the loca-
tions. After handing the pigeons over to
organizers in Henan, rather than flying
straight to Shanghai, the birds went to the
feeding point elsewhere in the province.

There, they were concealed in milk car-
tons for the bullet-train ride to Shanghai,
where they were released to the finish line
and first place. Gong and Zhang will not serve
jail time unless they commit more wrongdo-
ing - forgoing the prize money saved them
from time behind bars. Pigeon racing is pop-
ular among older people in China and Shang-
hai is considered the modern-day home of
the sport. Speeds vary depending on dis-
tance, but racing pigeons can fly about 150
kilometers per hour — fast, but not as fast as
a bullet train. — AFP 

It’s a bird... it’s 
a train... pigeon 
racers cause flap 
with rail ruse

WASHINGTON: US President Donald Trump speaks during an event to announce a grant for drug-
free communities support program, in the Roosevelt Room of the White House in Washington, DC,
on August 29, 2018. — AFP 
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