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MIAMI: President Donald Trump’s administra-
tion killed Puerto Ricans through “neglect,” the
mayor of the island’s capital said yesterday, after
the official death toll for Hurricane Maria was
raised to nearly 3,000. Trump defended his han-
dling of the crisis, claiming that his administra-
tion did a “fantastic job” and that Puerto Ricans
are still being helped, but Yulin Cruz, the mayor
of San Juan, had a different view. “The adminis-
tration killed the Puerto Ricans with neglect. The
Trump administration led us to believe they were
helping when they weren’t up to par, and they
didn’t allow other countries to help us,” Cruz
told CNN. “Shame on President Trump. Shame
on President Trump for not even once, not even
yesterday, just saying, ‘Look, I grieve with the
people of Puerto Rico.’”

After nearly a year of controversy over the
death toll from the September 2017 storm,
Puerto Rico Governor Ricardo Rossello said
Tuesday that the new estimate of 2,975 dead
would be considered the official figure. The
Puerto Rican government’s longstanding official
death toll from Maria had been 64. Hurricane
Maria wreaked widespread devastation and
caused $90 billion in damage when it tore across
Puerto Rico, and is ranked as the third-costliest
storm in the United States since 1900. House-
holds on the island went for an average of 84
days without electricity, 64 days without water
and 41 days without cellular telephone coverage

after the storm.
In comparison, the death toll from 2005’s

Hurricane Katrina - the costliest hurricane in US
history - was significantly lower, estimated at
1,833. Trump told reporters Wednesday that his
administration is doing a “fantastic job in Puerto
Rico,” and that governor Rosello has done an
“excellent job.” Assistance to Puerto Rico was
more difficult because - unlike Texas and
Florida, also struck by hurricanes last year - “it’s
much harder to get things onto the island,”
Trump said. The island was also deeply in debt,
and its power grid was crippled by neglect even
before the hurricane, he said. “I think most of the
people in Puerto Rico really appreciate what we
have done,” said Trump.

‘Stain’ on Trump presidency
One month after Maria, when the official

number of people killed stood at 16, Trump said
that the disaster was nothing compared to Hur-
ricane Katrina’s death toll. “That shaped and
hampered the type of response that we got, fed-
eral assistance, federal deployment and assets,
to Puerto Rico,” said New York lawmaker Nydia
Velazquez, a Democrat of Puerto Rican descent.

“It is indisputable that thousands of people
died because of the disastrously inadequate re-
sponse,” Velazquez told CNN. The president’s
comments, plus images of Trump throwing paper
towels at hurricane survivors, outraged Puerto Ri-

cans. White House press secretary Sarah Sanders
said Tuesday that the president is “proud of all of
the work the federal family undertook to help our
fellow citizens in Puerto Rico.” Cruz was having

none of it: “What is there to be proud of?” she
asked CNN, mentioning the death toll. “Is that
what he’s proud of?” Puerto Ricans are “going to
remember this forever.”— AFP 
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PUERTO RICO: A house destroyed by hurricane winds is seen in Barranquitas, southwest of San
Juan, Puerto Rico, following the passage of Hurricane Maria. — AFP 

CHEMNITZ, Germany: German police braced
for more far-right protests yesterday against
Chancellor Angela Merkel’s immigration poli-
cies in the eastern city where a fatal stabbing
has sparked outbreaks of racist mob violence.
Saxony state police said they would be backed
by reinforcements from five other states and
federal police, after being heavily outnumbered
by thousands of neo-Nazis, football hooligans
and other extremists in unrest on Sunday and
Monday.

The flashpoint city of Chemnitz, where state
premier Michael Kretschmer was to hold a town
hall-style meeting on democracy from 1700
GMT, has seen a violent outbreak of long-sim-
mering anger against what protesters label
“criminal immigrants” since Sunday’s knife
killing. Police have arrested Iraqi Yousif Ibrahim
A, 22, and the Syrian Alaa S, 23, for the stabbing
of 35-year-old Daniel H, a carpenter - the crime
that set off random street attacks against people
whom the mob took to be foreigners.

The disturbing scenes, which saw assaults
against an Afghan, a Syrian and a Bulgarian man
and were described as “pogrom-like” by some
observers, have sparked widespread revulsion
in Germany and beyond. In another violent hate
crime overnight in the ex-communist east, a 20-
year-old migrant was subjected to xenophobic
insults, kicked and beaten with a iron chain by
three men in the Baltic coast city of Wismar, po-
lice said without giving his nationality.

Images of protesters making the illegal Hitler
salute in Monday’s protest were “shocking,” said
UN human rights chief Zeid Ra’ad Al Hussein,
demanding that politicians from all over Europe
speak out. Merkel - travelling in Africa until Fri-
day, mainly to discuss how to fight the causes of
migration to Europe - has condemned the far-
right protests, declaring there is no place for
“hate in the streets” in a liberal democratic state.

Inflamed passions 
Tensions risked being inflamed further by a

news report that the Iraqi suspect in the murder
case had, despite a lengthy criminal record,
somehow avoided deportation. The trained hair-
dresser had arrived in Germany in 2015, the
peak year of the influx that would bring over one
million mostly Muslim people to the EU’s biggest
economy, reported mass-circulation Bild daily.
Since then he had reportedly received a sus-
pended seven-months jail term for assault and
been charged with other offences, including tak-
ing illegal drugs across national borders, fraud
and property damage.—AFP 

PARIS: French President Emmanuel Macron
came under attack from the opposition yester-
day after describing his countrymen as “Gauls
who are resistant to change” during a trip to
Denmark. The comments came during an ex-
change with French expatriates in the Scandina-
vian country, which Macron has long admired
because of its economic model that mixes a
strong social security system with rules allowing
companies to easily fire workers. “Let’s not be
naive, what is possible is linked to a culture, to a
people who are the product of their history,”
Macron said on Wednesday afternoon. 

“These Lutheran (Protestant) people, who
have experienced transformations in recent
years, are not like the Gauls who are resistant to
change,” he said, using a term for the ancient
tribes that roamed France more than 2000 years
ago. The remark echoed previous comments by
Macron saying the French “hate reforms” and
that the country is “unreformable”. He prefers

instead to talk about a “transformation” under
his leadership. The 40-year-old former invest-
ment banker is trying to push through his own
version of Denmark’s “flexi-curity” model of
flexibility and security by loosening French
labour law and reforming the social security
system.  But the opposition back home seized
on the remarks. “As usual, he scorns the French
while overseas. The Gauls will take great pleas-
ure in responding to his arrogance and con-
tempt,” said far-right leader Marine Le Pen.
Leftwing MP Alexis Corbiere from the France
Unbowed party denounced Macron for his
“staggeringly stupid remarks”. “Macron in Den-
mark is not only contemptuous of his own peo-
ple but also very ignorant about the Gauls who
were incredibly progressive,” he added.

Nepotism row 
But the president was quick to respond while

in Finland where he is on the second leg of his
Scandinavian trip. “You need to step back from
the controversy and social media,” Macron told
reporters, describing his remarks as “a light-
hearted moment”. “I love France and the French
people, make no mistake. I love it in all of its
components.” And he also defended a decision
to appoint French writer Patrick Besson as con-
sul general in Los Angeles.

Besson, who has written some 20 novels, is a
close personal friend of Macron and his wife
Brigitte who penned an overwhelmingly positive
book on how Macron captured the French pres-
idency in May 2017. —AFP 
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