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WASHINGTON: Donald Trump said Wednes-
day that White House counsel Don McGahn will
be leaving his post, signaling more upheaval in
the US president’s legal team as the probe into
Russia’s election interference closes in on his
inner circle. McGahn, who has advised Trump on
dealing with Special Counsel Robert Mueller’s
Russia probe, also has been interviewed at
length as a cooperating witness by Mueller’s
team. He will be leaving his White House post “in
the fall,” Trump said via Twitter.

The 50-year-old lawyer is one of the few
people left in the White House who had a senior
role in Trump’s election campaign, where Mc-
Gahn was general counsel. His replacement, ac-
cording to media reports, could be his current
deputy White House counsel Emmet Flood, a
Washington veteran who represented president
Bill Clinton when he faced impeachment in the
late 1990s. Trump also maintains a team of pri-
vate lawyers led by former New York mayor
Rudy Giuliani to deal with his personal legal
troubles. 

Courts with conservatives
McGahn’s departure will come “shortly after

the confirmation (hopefully) of Judge Brett Ka-
vanaugh to the United States Supreme Court,”
Trump said. “I have worked with Don for a long
time and truly appreciate his service!” he added.
But despite that assertion, Trump made the an-
nouncement on Twitter without first telling Mc-

Gahn, The New York Times reported, citing peo-
ple close to the president and the lawyer. As the
president’s official legal advisor, McGahn has
served Trump well, advising on relations with
Congress and the Justice Department as well as
dealing with Mueller.

He has also been at the center of one of the
Trump administration’s biggest political suc-
cesses: placing dozens of pro-Republican, con-
servative judges on the Supreme Court and other
federal courts around the country. McGahn was
instrumental in Trump’s nomination of both Neil
Gorsuch and Brett Kavanaugh-judges with
strong conservative records-to the Supreme
Court. But his personal relations with Trump have
been formal and at times testy, as he has tried to
protect the president from a slew of accusations
and investigations into his personal behavior, his
business, and his campaign’s alleged collusion
with Russians in the 2016 election.

According to media reports, McGahn has
struggled to prevent the president from acting
on his impulses to interfere dangerously in the
Russia investigation. He also has had to mediate
the deep tensions between Trump and the Jus-
tice Department over the probe. According to
the New York Times, McGahn threatened to
quit in June 2017 rather than carry out Trump’s
directive to fire Mueller, just weeks after he was
named. McGahn has also pushed back when
Trump has sought to oust Attorney General Jeff

Sessions, also out of frustration over the
Mueller probe.

Witness against Trump? 
Those and other episodes, including the fir-

ing of FBI director James Comey, have made
McGahn a potentially important witness as

Mueller examines whether Trump illegally tried
to obstruct the investigation-an offense that
could lead to impeachment. Earlier this month,
The New York Times reported that McGahn
had “cooperated extensively” with Mueller’s
team, taking part in at least three interviews to-
taling 30 hours. — AFP

White House lawyer quits 
as Russian probe heats up

WASHINGTON: US President Donald
Trump took aim at Carl Bernstein, one
of the reporters who helped bring down
Richard Nixon’s presidency, accusing
him of making up stories. Bernstein and
Bob Woodward led the Washington
Post team that investigated the 1972
break-in at the Democratic National
Committee headquarters at the Water-
gate complex, which eventually led
back to the White House, prompting a
scandal that forced Nixon to resign in
1974. “Sloppy @carlbernstein, a man
who lives in the past and thinks like a
degenerate fool, making up story after
story, is being laughed at all over the
country!” Trump tweeted.

He also slammed CNN - a frequent
target of criticism from the president -
saying that the network “is being torn
apart from within based on their being
caught in a major lie and refusing to
admit the mistake”. Bernstein was one of
the reporters on a CNN story that
quoted sources as saying Trump’s for-
mer attorney Michael Cohen claimed the
US president knew in advance about a

June 2016 meeting in which Russians
were expected to share dirt on then-
election rival Hillary Clinton. The story
has since been called into question as
one of the sources - Cohen’s own lawyer
Lanny Davis - recanted, but the network
has stood by it.

The network hit back, replying to
Trump’s tweet. “Make no mistake, Mr
President, CNN does not lie. We report
the news. And we report when people in
power tell lies. CNN stands by our re-
porting and our reporters. There may be
many fools in this story but @carlbern-
stein is not one of them,” it said. Bern-
stein also pushed back against the
president. “I have spent my life as a jour-
nalist bringing the truth to light, through
administrations of both parties. No taunt
will diminish my commitment to that mis-
sion, which is the essential role of a free
press,” he wrote on Twitter. “@CNN
stands by its story, and I stand by my re-
porting,” Bernstein added.

Trump’s attack on Bernstein comes as
the White House braces for the release
of a book by Woodward.  — AFP

Trump takes aim at 
Watergate reporter 

WASHINGTON: White House lawyer, Don McGahn is pictured after a meeting in Wash-
ington, DC. — AFP 

More upheaval in the US president’s legal team

Pope’s rightwing 
rivals on attack 
over abuse claims
VATICAN CITY: Allegations that Pope Francis cov-
ered for a senior US cardinal accused of abuse have
raised questions about a possible plot against the pon-
tiff by figures within the Catholic Church’s ultra-con-
servative hierarchy. Archbishop Carlo Maria Vigano, a
former Vatican envoy to Washington, dropped an 11-
page bombshell at the weekend accusing Francis of ig-
noring sexual abuse allegations against prominent US
cardinal Theodore McCarrick. Pope Francis “knew
from at least June 23, 2013, that McCarrick was a serial
predator,” Vigano alleged. “He knew that he was a cor-
rupt man, he covered for him to the bitter end.”

The timing of the letter’s release - right in the mid-
dle of Francis’s landmark trip to Ireland - immediately
raised speculation about a campaign against the Ar-
gentine pontiff. Among some ultra-conservative
Catholics, the pope is regarded as a dangerous pro-
gressive who is more interested in social issues than
traditional Church matters. But so far, Francis has re-
mained silent, refusing to address the allegations and
saying only that Vigano’s missive “speaks for itself”.
Since then, two of the pope’s fiercest critics have
stepped forward to support the archbishop.

Resign 
Italian journalist Marco Tosatti, who runs a conser-

vative and staunchly anti-Francis blog, boasted Tues-
day that he had helped Vigano craft and edit his testi-
mony before translating it into Spanish and English.
Tosatti praised the “courage” of Vigano, who was
never made a cardinal and was exiled to Washington
as the Holy See’s ambassador after blasting the Vatican
for poor financial management. 

On Wednesday, US cardinal Raymond Leo Burke -
the pope’s fiercest critic within the Vatican - backed
Vigano’s call for Francis to step down. “I cannot say if
it is wrong to demand the resignation of the pope, I
only say that to get to that, you have to investigate and
act on what’s found,” Burke in an interview with Italian
daily La Repubblica. “A resignation request is legiti-
mate regardless. Anyone can make it for any clergy-
man who has made a grave error.”

This is not the first time Burke has moved against the
pontiff.  In 2016, he was one of four cardinals who wrote
a letter to the pope saying that he should be sanctioned
for confusing Catholics after permitting people who
have divorced and remarried to take communion in cer-
tain circumstances. Vigano, 77, is also no stranger to
showing his disapproval of Francis - last year he was
one of 60 conservative priests who signed a petition ac-
cusing the pontiff of “heresies”. Nonetheless, he told
RAI television on Wednesday he “never felt any desire
for vengeance or held a grudge” against Francis.  Paul
Elie, who lectures at the Berkley Center for Religion,
Peace and World Affairs at Georgetown University, said
the voices raised against Francis were a direct result of
his tolerant outlook. “Because Francis is not inclined to
an authoritarian style, he has allowed a much greater
degree of dissent to be expressed openly than his pred-
ecessors,” he told AFP. People, he said, were speaking
out “much more than they used to.” — AFP


