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Television 
reporter shot
dead in Mexico
MEXICO CITY: A Mexican television re-
porter was shot dead Wednesday in the
resort city of Cancun, becoming the eighth
journalist to be killed this year in a country
notoriously dangerous for the media.
Javier Enrique Rodriguez Valladares
worked as a cameraman and reporter for
Canal 10. The station said his family had
confirmed his death.

The government of Quintana Roo state,
which includes Cancun, said another man
was also shot dead with him, reportedly
while the pair were walking down a street
in the city center. Canal 10 said Rodriguez

Valladares was mainly a cameraman but
also did interviews and features on political
issues. The state government said there was
no immediate indication the murder was re-
lated to his work but that all avenues of in-
vestigation remained open. Rodriguez
Valladares is the third journalist to meet a
violent death in Quintana Roo in the past
two months.

Ruben Pat, editor-in-chief of the Playa
News weekly, was shot dead outside a bar in
Playa del Carmen in July, not far from the
tourist hotspot. And on June 29, Jose
Guadalupe Chan was shot dead in a Mayan
indigenous village in the south of Quintana
Roo. He was also working for Playa News as
a reporter. Last year 11 journalists were killed
in Mexico which has been ravaged by drug-
related violence. According to various free-
dom of speech organizations, more than 100
journalists have been killed in Mexico since
2000. The vast majority of those crimes have
gone unpunished. — AFP 

Trump warns 
of violence 
around midterms
WASHINGTON: US President Donald Trump
raised the specter of violence around upcoming
midterms Wednesday, saying he did not want to
see “unnecessary” unrest days after he report-
edly warned evangelical leaders of violent
change if Republicans lose control of Congress.
When asked by a reporter why he had on Mon-
day suggested there would be violence around
the November elections, Trump simply said “be-
cause that’s the way.” 

“If you look at what happens ... there’s a lot
of unnecessary violence all over the world, but
also in this country, and I don’t want to see it,”
he said.

At a meeting with evangelical leaders at the
White House, Trump had said everything was at
stake for his conservative agenda if his party
loses, according to an audiotape of the meeting
obtained by the Times. Democrats “will overturn

everything that we’ve done and they’ll do it
quickly and violently,” Trump reportedly said.
“They will end everything immediately.”

“When you look at Antifa,” he added, refer-
ring to militant leftist anti-fascism groups, “and
you look at some of these groups, these are vi-
olent people.” Monday did not mark the first
time Trump has warned of violence if things did
not go his way. During the 2016 presidential
campaign, he said his supporters would proba-
bly react violently if he did not win the Republi-
can nomination. “I think you’d have riots,” Trump
warned. The Times said reporters were allowed
to listen in on brief comments by Trump during
the Monday meeting with ministers and pastors,
and heard him talk about abortion, religious
freedom and youth unemployment.

But after the press was shown out of the room,
Trump changed the subject and suggested how
the evangelical leaders could help Republicans
win in November, the Times reported. “I just ask
you to go out and make sure all of your people
vote,” Trump said. “Because if they don’t-it’s Nov.
6 — if they don’t vote we’re going to have a mis-
erable two years and we’re going to have, frankly,
a very hard period of time because then it just
gets to be one election-you’re one election away
from losing everything you’ve got.”— AFP 

WASHINGTON: Accusations of racism flared
up yesterday in the Florida governor’s race after
the Republican candidate told voters they would
“monkey this up” if they chose a liberal African-
American Democrat backed by Senator Bernie
Sanders. The upset victory by Democrat Andrew
Gillum, 39, in the Florida gubernatorial primary
was the most notable of a slate of party primaries
held on Tuesday to decide candidates for the
midterm election.

Gillum’s opponent in
November will be Rep-
resentative Ron DeSan-
tis, an enthusiastic backer
of President Donald
Trump who surged in the
polls in Florida, America’s
third-largest state, after
earning the endorsement
of the president. DeSan-
tis, also 39, landed in hot
water within hours of his primary victory, how-
ever, with comments to Fox News which were in-
terpreted by some as being racially charged.
Speaking of his opponent, who is seeking to be-
come Florida’s first black governor, DeSantis said
“the last thing we need to do is to monkey this up
by trying to embrace a socialist agenda with huge
tax increases and bankrupting the state.”

“That part wasn’t lost on me,” Gillum re-
sponded on Fox News when asked about the
“monkey this up” comment. “It’s very clear that
Mr DeSantis is taking a page directly from the
campaign manual of Donald Trump,” he said. “In
the handbook of Donald Trump, they no longer
do whistle calls. They are now using full bull
horns.” DeSantis spokesman Stephen Lawson re-
jected any racial overtones. “Ron DeSantis was

obviously talking about Florida not making the
wrong decision to embrace the socialist policies
that Andrew Gillum espouses,” Lawson said in a
statement. “To characterize it as anything else is
absurd.”

In other races, a former air force fighter pilot,
Representative Martha McSally, won the Repub-
lican primary in Arizona to replace the retiring
Republican Senator Jeff Flake, a vocal critic of
Trump. With 52 percent of the vote, McSally eas-

ily defeated arch conser-
vative Kelli Ward, a
former state senator, and
Joe Arpaio, an immigra-
tion hardliner who was
convicted of criminal
contempt and pardoned
by Trump last year. Trump
had mostly stayed out of
the race but he endorsed
the 52-year-old McSally

on Wednesday, saying she was “strong on crime”
and “the border.”

‘We were counted out’
McSally will take on Democrat Kyrsten Sinema

as Republicans seek to hold on to their slim 51-
49 majority in the Senate in November. Democ-
rats had been hoping for a victory by one of the
right-wing candidates - Ward or Arpaio - in a bid
to increase their chances of capturing the seat. A
replacement for the other senator from Arizona,
the late John McCain, is to be named in the next
few days by the southwestern state’s Republican
governor and will be up for election in 2020.

Trump welcomed DeSantis’s victory in Florida
and criticized Gillum, the mayor of Tallahassee, the
Florida capital. “Not only did Congressman Ron

DeSantis easily win the Republican Primary, but
his opponent in November is his biggest dream...
a failed Socialist Mayor named Andrew Gillum
who has allowed crime & many other problems to
flourish in his city,” Trump tweeted. “This is not
what Florida wants or needs!” DeSantis’s cam-
paign featured an ad in which he encourages his
toddler to use blocks to “build the wall” - a refer-
ence to Trump’s border wall with Mexico - and
dresses his baby in a “Make America Great
Again” outfit.

Gillum, who has called for Trump’s impeach-
ment, is the first African-American to win Florida’s

Democratic nomination for governor and his sur-
prise win came against better-funded, more main-
stream opponents. “We were counted out every
step of the way,” Gillum said. “My four opponents
collectively spent over 90 million dollars. I think
our total spending may have been six.” If elected,
Gillum promised to work for universal health care
and “common sense” gun laws in a state where
there has been a spate of mass shootings.
Sanders, who represents the left wing of the party
and came up short in his 2016 challenge to Hillary
Clinton for the Democratic presidential nomina-
tion, welcomed his victory. — AFP 

ORLANDO: Democratic Florida gubernatorial candidate Gwen Graham is hugged by a supporter after
conceding the primary to Tallahassee Mayor Andrew Gillum at her election night party held at The
Social on August 28, 2018 in Orlando, Florida. Gillum will face Republican Ron DeSantis in the general
election in November. — AFP
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