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Sharapova downs battling Schnyder 

NEW YORK: Maria Sharapova shattered the fairytale
return of 39-year-old Patty Schnyder at the US Open on
Tuesday, winning a roller-coaster first round clash 6-2, 7-
6 (8/6). Schnyder, the oldest ever player to make the main
draw of a Grand Slam via qualifying, was outgunned by
the five-time major champion in the first set and for the
majority of the second.

However, she bravely battled back from 1-5 down to 6-
6, showing the sort of ability and court-craft which won
her 11 titles and once took her to seven in the world rank-
ings. She even saved three match points in the tiebreaker
before Sharapova’s 23rd winner of the night sealed victory
shortly before midnight.

“My average match against her is like two hours and 20
minutes so I knew I was in for a battle no matter what my
story is or hers,” said Sharapova who is now 21-0 in US
Open night sessions.

“I knew we’d go out and relive the battles against each
other. “I know what a competitor she is and to come back
on the tour is very admirable.” Left-hander Schnyder
made her US Open bow in 1997 — the year of the deaths

of Princess Diana in Paris and Mother Teresa in Kolkata.
It was the year that Mike Tyson infamously nibbled on

Evander Holyfield’s ear while Twitter was still nine years
away. Schnyder made the quarter-finals in New York in
1998 and 2008 before retiring in 2011.

Tuesday’s match was her first main draw appearance at
the US Open since 2010 and her first against Sharapova in
a decade. “It doesn’t really feel that special,” said
Schnyder. “It doesn’t feel like I have been gone for a while
as tennis is a passion of my life.”

“Times passes really quickly and it doesn’t seem it’s
eight years since I last played Maria.” Schnyder was
watched on Tuesday by three-year-old daughter Kim.
“She enjoyed it. She saw herself up on the big screen,”
added Schnyder who does not know if her return to the
tour will be permanent.

Her focus, she said, will be on her daughter. “It’s more
fun for me to get to know her world rather than her having
to get to know my world of tennis.” Understandably there
were a few nerves on both sides.

Sharapova, the 2006 US Open champion, served up

three double faults in the first game with the opening four
games of the contest all breaks of serve.

The Russian 22nd seed steadied the ship with two more
breaks, pocketing the first set with Schnyder losing all four
of her service games and failing to hit a single winner.

Schnyder finally held serve for 1-1 in the second set
before retrieving the breaks to get to 5-5. “She still has
incredible hands and moves incredibly well for being out
of the game for so long,” added Sharapova.

Meanwhile,  Wimbledon champion Novak Djokovic suf-
fered in sweltering US Open conditions Tuesday but bat-
tled through to the second round with a 6-3, 3-6, 6-4, 6-0
victory over Hungarian Marton Fucsovics. Djokovic, play-
ing his first match on Arthur Ashe Stadium since falling to
Stan Wawrinka in the 2016 final, received a brutal welcome
back to Flushing Meadows as soaring temperatures and
high humidity prompted organizers to offer the men a 10-
minute mid-match heat break for the first time ever.

“We both struggled. We were not the only ones today.
Brutal conditions,” said Djokovic, who called for trainers
who enveloped him in ice packed towels late in the second

set. “I had to find a way to dig myself out of the trouble.”
Until late in the third it was “survival mode” said

Djokovic, who endured a rocky start to the season after
elbow surgery before breaking through for a 13th Grand
Slam title at Wimbledon. His Cincinnati Masters victory
over Roger Federer stamped him a US Open favorite along
with defending champion Rafael Nadal, despite his modest
sixth seeding.

He certainly looked a contender as he reeled off the last
10 games against Fucsovics, showing signs of sharper
focus even before the 10-minute heat break between the
third and fourth sets. Federer, the second seed, escaped
the worst of the conditions as he headlined the night ses-
sion on Ashe. Nor did he meet much resistance from
Japan’s Yoshihito Nishioka in a 6-2, 6-2, 6-4 victory.

Up 5-1 in the final set, Federer was unable to close out
the match against Nishioka’s serve, and then was broken
on his first attempt to serve it out. Federer, who claimed his
20th Grand slam title at the Australian Open in January, put
the match away two games later, sealing it with a service
winner.—AFP

‘Survival mode’ sees Djokovic through at steamy US Open

ZURICH: US prodigy Noah Lyles heads the field at the
first of the two Diamond League finals, in Zurich today,
when he comes head-to-head with Turkey’s world and
European champion Ramil Guliyev.

Lyles remains the undisputed favourite going into the
men’s 200m final, having already clocked up four wins on
the Diamond League circuit this season. But Guliyev, along
with Aaron Brown and Jereem Richards, will no doubt be
breathing hard down the neck of the American, the
defending Diamond Trophy champion.

“I acknowledge that Ramil Guliyev is running fast,” said
the 21-year-old Lyles, who ran a personal best of 19.65sec
in Monaco in July. “I knew I had to get to the Diamond

League Final. Now I’m here, winning is more important
than running fast.” The 200m is just one of 16 Diamond
League disciplines to be decided at the sell-out
Letzigrund Stadion, with the remaining 16 disciplines to be
decided in Brussels tomorrow.

The women’s blue riband event sees Britain’s newly-
crowned European champion Dina Asher-Smith, who
struck triple gold in Berlin after also winning the 200m and
taking the 4x100m relay with her British team, take on a
strong field over 100m.

Asher-Smith will line up alongside Dutch sprinter Dafne
Schippers, Nigerian Blessing Okagbare-Ighoteguonor, and
proven Ivorians Marie-Josee Ta Lou and Murielle Ahoure.
“There’s no place to hide in the Diamond League!” admit-
ted Asher-Smith.

“Sometimes it’s not just about winning and losing, it’s
about the journey,” the Briton said, before adding: “I hope
to end my season on a high.” South African Caster
Semenya will look to wrap up the trophy in the women’s
800m. “My main aim tomorrow is win the trophy,” said the
27-year-old, the double Olympic champion (2012, 2016)
and three-time world champion (2009, 2011, 2017) who is
now unbeaten over the 800m since her elimination in the

semi-finals of the 2015 worlds in Beijing.
But Semenya has also come under the spotlight this

season off the track as she turned to the Court of
Arbitration for Sport (CAS) in her challenge of IAAF rules
on testosterone levels in female athletes to be introduced
in November.

Under the new regulations, “hyper-androgynous”, ath-
letes like Semenya would have to chemically lower their
testosterone levels to be able to compete, something the
800m runner says is discriminatory and in violation of the
IAAF’s constitution and the Olympic Charter.

“I respect my opponents and I expect the same thing
from them,” Semenya said in Zurich. “My ultimate goal is
always to entertain people.” In the field, Greece’s double
defending title holder Ekaterina Stefanidi will bid to con-
tinue the form that saw her clinch European gold, up
against American Sandi Morris.

Morris beat Stefanidi in Birmingham, albeit in extraor-
dinarily windy conditions, and the American’s season’s best
is also superior to the Greek vaulter’s. Stefanidi, with the
world, Olympic and European titles to her name, is a
proven performer, however, making for what should be a
thrilling contest.—AFP
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NEW YORK: Maria Sharapova of Russia reacts after losing a point against Patty Schnyder of Switzerland (off frame) during their 2018 US Open women’s match on Tuesday in New York. — AFP


