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PALEMBANG: From runaway street urchin eating out
of a trash can to Thai national skateboard champion,
“Oat” Athiwat is a graduate of life’s school of hard
knocks. But the 24-year-old, abandoned by his parents
at a young age and beaten by relatives, is daring to
dream about the 2020 Tokyo Olympics after a promis-
ing fourth place finish at the Asian Games in Jakarta.

Oat never knew his mother and his father left him to
pursue a monk’s life in a monastery. At the tender age
of eight, he shuffled around between different relatives
living in Suphanburi, a city a couple of hours from
Bangkok. Often the victim of violence by those looking
after him, he would sleep rough on the street, perma-
nently feeling hungry and with nowhere to turn.

“I used to eat anything I could find, even gum on the
floor or the leftovers I found in the trash bin,” Oat told
AFP, his voice faltering as he wipes a tear from his
cheek. “I didn’t have any friends.” Oat’s way out of
poverty came when a university student showed him
some skateboarding tricks one day and he became
instantly hooked.

“I felt I could be a real skateboarder,” he said.
“When I mastered new tricks, I would go to sleep with
good dreams.” A happy twist of fate saw the Thai
national team train occasionally in Suphanburi.

Impressed by the boy’s dedication, they brought a
skateboard for him on their next visit as part of their
outreach project. “When we travelled throughout
Thailand, there were boys like that all the time,” said
Apichat Rutnin of the Thailand Extreme Sports
Association. “It’s a child’s dream to run away with
the circus.”

Waif skater 
At 11-years-old the waif skater stowed away in a bus

to reach the capital, found his way to the team’s training

park and waited 10 hours for them to show up. “We
were moved by his tragic story and we took him in,”
said Apichat.

“Normally a guy who joins our team must qualify at
a certain level but we thought we’d try him out.” Oat
was not the most gifted skater, according to Apichat.
But he was confident, determined and disciplined.

“He didn’t watch TV or play games like other kids,”
he said. “He was always the first one there and the last
one to leave.” Oat flunked his first competition-coming
in last-but it only strengthened his resolve.

By 14, he ranked number one in the amateur skating
ranks and joined the top tier. Two years later, he was
Thailand’s number one skater, a place he has kept for
the past eight years. Grinning broadly, Apichat
described the gamble to take in Oat as a “very good
decision”.

‘IT’S A REAL SPORT’ 
At the Asian Games, Oat narrowly missed out on a

medal-appropriately in the ‘street’ category-demon-
strating a slick array of tricks on the rails, stairs and
ramps. But he already has his sights fixed on Tokyo
2020 in the hipster sport’s Olympic debut.

The Thai government has paid for the team to train
in California, where Oat “hit a new level”, according to
coach Eric Kirkwood. Skaters in the United States and
elsewhere in the West have been able to carve out a
career thanks to sponsorship deals, until recently
resisting overtures to join the Olympics.

That’s not the case for most skaters in Asia, which
has few homegrown skate brands with cash to burn.
But training for an Olympic sport adds a degree of
legitimacy-for government ministries and concerned
parents.

“The same guys that would have had to stop (skate-

boarding) are now being supported by the govern-
ment,” said Kirkwood. “They just get to skate.” Oat has
been back many times to Suphanburi to train.

One day, he passed his aunt’s house and when his
relatives heard he was in the national team, they

hugged him for the first time. Gone were the days when
they used to tell him off for “hanging out with drug
addicts” at the skate park. “They’re not drug addicts,”
he would snap back. “They’re athletes-and it’s a real
sport!” — AFP
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‘They’re athletes-and it’s a real sport!’

JAKARTA: Thailand’s skateboarder Oat Athiwat seen with his skateboard during the 2018 Asian Games in
Palembang on Tuesday.  —AFP 

MUNICH: Joachim Loew has rejected Mesut Ozil’s
accusations of racism within the German FA (DFB) as
the head coach gave his analysis of Germany’s World
Cup debacle yesterday. “Mesut made allegations of
racism, but I can clearly say that in the DFB, there
have never been racist comments,” Loew said while
announcing his squad to face world champions
France in Munich on September 6, then Peru three
days later.

“The players with an immigration background
have always enjoyed playing for us and nothing has
changed,” added Loew who has been head coach
since 2006. Arsenal midfielder Ozil retired from inter-
national football on July 22 with a stinging three-page
statement, in which he directly accused DFB presi-
dent Reinhard Grindel of racism. This is the first time
Loew has commented on the Ozil saga.

“His advisor called me to inform me that Mesut
would issue the third part of his statement,” added
Loew. “The player himself did not call me, which nor-
mally players have done in the past. “Mesut has still
not called and for the last two weeks I have unsuc-
cessfully tried to reach him.

“I am sure there will be a chance for a personal
conversation in the future. “He has chosen this path -
I have to accept that.” Ozil and Ilkay Gundogan, who
were both born in Germany to Turkish parents,
sparked a political storm on the eve of the World Cup
by meeting Turkey president Recep Tayyip Erdogan.

When Erdogan’s office put out pictures of the
meeting, the pair’s loyalty to Germany was hotly
questioned, sparking fierce debate about integra-
tion, and they were attacked by German far-right
politicians.

Ozil walked away from the German set up after the
World Cup, complaining of facing “racism and disre-
spect” and specifically took aim at Grindel. “In the
eyes of Grindel and his supporters, I am German
when we win, but I am an immigrant when we lose,”
Ozil wrote damningly.

Following Germany’s World Cup debacle, finishing
bottom of their group in Russia, Loew announced on
Wednesday that assistant coach Thomas Schneider
has been demoted to chief scout. The axe has also
fallen on Sami Khedira, 31, who was part of the team
which won the 2014 World Cup.

The Juventus midfielder is the biggest name casu-
alty in the new squad, which included Gundogan, as
well as his Manchester City team-mate Leroy Sane,
who was dropped for the World Cup. Loew says ‘the
biggest mistake’ he made in Russia was to assume
Germany could reach the knock-out stages by play-
ing possession football.

“That was almost arrogant. I wanted to take our
game to the limit and perfect it,” admitted the 58-
year-old. “I ended up taking too many risks and after
the first game (a 1-0 defeat to Mexico) we had our
backs to the wall.”

Loew’s new squad has a mix of “experience and
youth” with his 2014 World Cup winning stars Mats
Hummels, Jerome Boateng, Tony Kroos, Thomas
Mueller and Manuel Neuer included despite below-
par performances in Russia. Paris Saint-Germain cen-
tre-back Thilo Kehrer, 21, Hoffenheim left-back Nico
Schulz, 25, and Bayer Leverkusen forward Kai
Havertz, 19, are called up for the first time. Sane,
Leverkusen defender Jonathan Tah and Freiburg
striker Nils Petersen, who were cut from the provi-
sional World Cup squad, all return.—AFP
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SOUTHAMPTON: England have recalled Moeen Ali
and Sam Curran for the fourth Test against India at
Southampton, skipper Joe Root announced yesterday.

The pair replace top-order batsman Ollie Pope and
all-rounder Chris Woakes, ruled out with a thigh prob-
lem. Meanwhile Jos Buttler will keep wicket instead of
Jonny Bairstow, with the Yorkshireman deployed as a
specialist number four batsman only despite breaking a
finger behind the stumps during India’s crushing 203-

run win in the third Test at Trent Bridge.
An innings of 219 and figures of eight for 89 against

Yorkshire put Worcestershire off-spinning all-rounder
Ali’s name in the frame for a match on a ground where
he took six for 67 during England’s 266-run win against
India in the corresponding Test four years ago.

His inclusion means England will field two specialist
slow bowlers at Southampton, where the fourth Test
starts today, with leg-spinner Adil Rashid retained.
“He’s in fine form, he’s gone back to his county and-
what you want from international players is for them to
go back and prove a point-and that’s exactly what
Moeen’s done in the last couple of weeks,” Root told
reporters at Southampton yesterday.

England also have concerns over whether all-
rounder Ben Stokes will be able to bowl a full quota of
overs because of a knee problem, another factor in Ali’s
recall in place of Surrey batsman Pope, dropped after
just two Tests.

As for England one-day international gloveman
Buttler, who deputised  behind the stumps at Trent

Bridge, replacing Bairstow as keeper, Root said: “It was
a medical call, he (Bairstow) didn’t seem fit to be able to
keep 100 percent in a Test match for five days and that
was the call that was made.

“He will be disappointed but ultimately we’ve got to
make sure we do the best thing for this team to win this
game and I believe Jos is the right man to do it this
time.” Victory at Southampton would see England take
an unassailable 3-1 lead in the five-match series.

“We under-performed last week-that’s the bottom
line-and we have a great opportunity to put that right
this time around,” said Yorkshire batsman Root. “I think
one of our big strengths as a squad is our strength of
character and, at home in particular, we’re very good at
bouncing back after difficult weeks. 

“We’ve done it time and time again before and we
don’t expect anything less from the group this time as
well.” England team to play India: Alastair Cook,
Keaton Jennings, Joe Root (capt), Jonny Bairstow, Ben
Stokes, Jos Buttler (wkt), Moeen Ali, Sam Curran, Adil
Rashid, Stuart Broad, James Anderson. — AFP
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LONDON: Gareth Bale spearheads Ryan Giggs’s Wales
squad for his first two competitive fixtures in charge
against the Republic of Ireland and Denmark next
month. Bale has been in fine form for Real Madrid, scor-
ing in the European champions’ opening two La Liga
games, as he looks to fill the void left by Cristiano
Ronaldo.

The four-time Champions League winner will carry
even more of the attacking burden for his country after
Hal Robson-Kanu announced his retirement from inter-
national football after a 44-cap career.

Robson-Kanu scored five international goals, most
famously netting in a 3-1 win over Belgium in the quar-
ter-finals of Euro 2016. “I spoke to him yesterday and it
was a difficult decision for him,” said Giggs yesterday.

“He’s had a difficult six months, with the birth of his
baby, and he wants to focus on his family and his club
career. “He’s an icon in Welsh football with the goal he
scored against Belgium and I wish him all the best.”

Giggs has recalled Newcastle defender Paul
Dummett after the 26-year-old choose to end his inter-
national exile. Captain Ashley Williams also keeps his
place despite being sent-off in two of his last three
starts at club level for Everton and Stoke.

Wales kick-off their Nations League campaign at
home to Ireland on September 6 before travelling to
Denmark three days later.

Squad in full:
Goalkeepers: Wayne Hennessey, Danny Ward, Adam

Davies.
Defenders: Chris Gunter, Connor Roberts, James

Chester, Ashley Williams, Chris Mepham, Tom Lockyer,
Ben Davies, Paul Dummett, Declan John, Ethan Ampadu.

Midfielders: Joe Allen, Matthew Smith, Aaron
Ramsey, Andy King, Joe Ledley, Harry Wilson, David
Brooks, Tom Lawrence, Ben Woodburn.
Forwards: Gareth Bale, Sam Vokes, Tyler Roberts. —AFP
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LONDON: French defender Kurt Zouma is confident
of playing for Chelsea in the near future despite
agreeing to a season-long loan with Everton in search
of regular first-team football. The 23-year-old
secured a temporary move to Goodison Park last

month, a year after signing a new six-year deal with
Chelsea.

“I will go back, yes,” Zouma told British media. “I
have always believed in myself since I started playing
football at 16. I have always wanted to show myself at
Chelsea since I have been there. “I want to show peo-
ple I can come back and play there. That’s why I need
some game time at Everton here because they are a
good team.”

Zouma, who spent last season at Stoke City, said
new Chelsea boss Maurizio Sarri agreed to the tem-
porary switch only because there had been a surplus
of centre-back options at Stamford Bridge.

“I knew I needed to play regularly so I didn’t want
to stay on the bench and wait for my chance after two

or three months,” he added. “He (Sarri) agreed with
me. I spoke with him and I knew at Chelsea they had
five central defenders already.”

Zouma will be looking to force his way into the
starting lineup under Marco Silva at Everton, with
Michael Keane out having suffered a hairline skull
fracture and Phil Jagielka suspended. “I have come
here to play and I want to take the opportunity the
manager has given me,” Zouma said.

“We played well in the three games, especially
with the away games with 10 men. The spirit is good.
With the players we have, we can do something.”
Everton, who are unbeaten in the Premier League
after three matches this season, host Huddersfield
Town on Saturday. — Reuters
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