
MOSCOW: A recent pledge by Kalashnikov to com-
pete with Elon Musk’s Tesla with a Russian retro “elec-
tric supercar” drew chuckles, but the legendary gun
producer has long been trying to branch out into prod-
ucts from drones to yachts.

The remarkable transformation by the manufacturer
most famous for the AK-47 automatic rifle is without
precedent in its 200-year history. Kalashnikov pro-
duces 95 percent of all Russian-made light arms and
exports to some 27 countries.

The rifle, designed by the brand’s namesake Mikhail
Kalashnikov just after World War II and described by
the company as “the greatest weapon of the 20th cen-
tury”, is now in its fifth generation.

Visitors to the Kalashnikov stand at a defense trade
fair outside Moscow last week were therefore sur-
prised when they came across the pale-blue prototype
of the CV-1 electric car, based on a 1970s-era Soviet
hatchback, standing next to a display of rifles.

Founded in Izhevsk (1,300 kilometers east of
Moscow) in 1807, the Izhmash factory has seen a series
of upheavals since 2013, when Russia’s state corpora-
tion RosTec, the controlling holding, merged it with a
nearby pistol maker Izhmekh, naming the new company
Kalashnikov Concern.

Prior to the merger, the factory looked like it would
meet a typical fate of many other Soviet-era industrial
titans: in 2012 Mikhail Kalashnikov and other veteran
employees lamented falling production figures, bad
management and low salaries.

Out of oblivion 
After the arrival of private shareholders in 2014, the

company launched new models of assault and hunting
rifles, handguns and other types of small arms, along
with an aggressive re-branding campaign that included
introduction of a clothing line and accessories including
caps and umbrellas.

Just a few years later, these efforts seemingly paid
off: in January 2017 the company went on a hiring
spree, increasing its workforce by 30 percent to meet
the rising export demand. Following the introduction of
Western sanctions against it, Kalashnikov Concern
changed a new subsidiary that was meant to work with
the US market into a separate company called
Kalashnikov USA. In February 2017, the Russian state
became a minority shareholder after Rostec sold a
large stake to Kalashnikov’s managing director Alexei
Krivoruchko. In a shift for Russia’s defense industry,
Rostec wants civilian merchandise to increase to 50
percent of its overall output by 2025.

‘Is this a gag?’
Though its CV-1 electric car prototype may never

end up on the production line, it is a step into a grow-
ing sector which is still in its infancy in Russia. 

This summer, Kalashnikov provided 30 electric
motorcycles and three-wheelers to the Russian police
during the World Cup. “Next year we will launch sales
of our first electric motorbike,” Vladimir Dmitriev, who
took the post of director after Krivoruchko went to
work at the defence ministry, said at the Moscow
region defense fair last week.

“We are talking about electric mobility because we
understand that sooner or later the engine is going to
disappear,” said Olga Boitsova, the commercial director

for the company’s civilian products.
In 2018-2019, Kalashnikov is set to start exporting

electric cars and motorcycles to Saudi Arabia. 
Standing next to the vintage-looking CV-1 at the

fair, 27-year old student Dmitry Rodionov said it
looked “funny” while jovial sexagenarian Yelena
Razhina was hopeful that it would be “as reliable as the
Kalashnikov rifle and conquer the world.” — AFP
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Russia’s Kalashnikov branches 
out from rifles to robots, e-cars

Kalashnikov maker comes out of oblivion into aggressive rebranding

When cars fly?
Japan wants
vehicles to
take off
TOKYO: It might sound like pie in
the sky, but Japan’s government is
banking on a future with flying cars,
launching an initiative yesterday with
the private sector to develop futuristic
vehicles.

The initiative aims to draw up a
roadmap by the end of the year on
commercializing flying cars, a concept
that so far remains largely theoretical.
Japanese government officials are
partnering with companies including
Boeing and Airbus, as well as major
Japanese firms like All Nippon
Airways, Japan Airlines, NEC and the
Toyota-backed Cartivator.

“(Flying cars) are expected to
solve issues of transportation in
remote islands or mountainous areas,
or rescue operations and goods trans-
port in disaster,” trade ministry official
Shinji Tokumasu said.

“We launched the public-private

meeting to cultivate a new industry
and make it profitable in the world
market.” In Japan, a group of engi-
neers working with the Cartivator
project are already developing a
three-wheeled car that relies on drone
technology to take flight.

Toyota and affiliated companies
have invested about 42.5 million yen
($382,000) in the project. Cartivator
is hoping to launch a manned proto-
type by the end of 2019 so it can be
used to light the Olympic flame when
Japan’s capital Tokyo hosts the Games
in 2020.

The manned vehicle, dubbed
SkyDrive, will have four sets of pro-
pellors and be just 2.9 metres (9.5
foot) long and 1.3 meters wide. But
Japan is not alone in the flying car
marketplace.

Companies researching the sector
include Uber, the Kitty Hawk project
backed by Google founder Larry
Page, Lilium Aviation in Germany,
Safran in France, and Honeywell in the
United States. Last month, British
engine maker Rolls-Royce revealed
plans to develop a hybrid electric
vehicle, dubbed the “flying taxi,”
while Kitty Hawk in June offered test
flights to people interested in buying
its vehicle. — AFP

MOSCOW: In this file handout photo released by Kalashnikov media press office, shows a retro-looking pale
blue prototype electric car, the CV-1, produced by Russian arms maker Kalashnikov, in Moscow. —AFP

007 carmaker
Aston Martin
gears up for 
London stock 
market float
LONDON: Aston Martin yesterday said it
plans to float one quarter of the British com-
pany on the London stock market, as demand
rises worldwide for the luxury brand’s cars
favoured by fictional spy James Bond.

Full details of the initial public offering will
be published on September 20, Aston Martin
said in a statement, with reports noting that
the company could be valued up to £5.0 bil-
lion ($6.4 billion, 5.5 billion euros). “Today’s
announcement represents a key milestone in
the history of the company, which is reporting
strong financial results and increased global
demand for its award-winning sports cars,”
Aston Martin chief executive Andy Palmer
said in the statement.

The century-old carmaker, based in
Gaydon in central England, is controlled by
Italian private equity fund Investindustrial
and Kuwaiti investors. 

German carmaker Daimler will meanwhile
keep its near 5.0-percent stake in the group,
Aston Martin said. While Britain has a strong
car manufacturing industry, the brands have
fallen into foreign ownership over recent
decades, with Germany’s BMW buying Rolls-
Royce and Mini, Volkswagen taking control of
Bentley  — and Jaguar-Land Rover falling
into the hands of Indian giant Tata Motors.

And while the UK’s key car manufactur-

ing has warned about potential Brexit fall-
out, Aston Martin boss Palmer yesterday
said his company was well shielded ahead of
the country’s formal EU departure in March
next year.

“The benefit of being a luxury company is
that we are relatively impervious to those
kinds of changes,” he told BBC radio.
However, he noted that as a precaution, the
group was increasing stockpiles of its
engines in case of possible border delays
once Britain exits the EU in March next year.

Earlier this year, Palmer said Aston Martin
could in the future supply engines to
Formula One under the leadership of new
owner Liberty.

‘Carried away by the brand’ 
Founded in London in 1913, Aston Martin

rose to fame thanks largely to its DB5 sports
car, a favorite of Sean Connery, the original

movie Bond. Analysts said that with a valua-
tion of about £5.0 billion, Aston Martin would
find itself at the top end of London’s second
tier FTSE 250 index.

“It’s important for potential investors to
concentrate on the company’s financial
prospects and not to get carried away by the
brand however, and that means having a thor-
ough read of the forthcoming prospectus,”
Laith Khalaf, senior analyst at stockbroker
Hargreaves Lansdown, said yesterday.

Ferrari has seen its share price soar since
the group made its own stock market debut in
Milan nearly three years ago. Also yesterday,
Aston Martin revealed that its revenues rose
eight percent in the first six months of 2018 to
£445 million.

The performance was driven from sales of
special edition vehicles, including the
Vanquish Zagato family and DB4 GT
Continuation models. — AFP

PARIS: In this file photo an Aston Martin DB10 drives down the Champs Elysee in Paris to
promote the new James Bond film Spectre. — AFP

Robot teachers 
invade Chinese 
kindergartens
BEIJING: The Chinese kindergarten chil-
dren giggled as they worked to solve puz-
zles assigned by their new teaching assis-
tant: a roundish, short educator with a
screen for a face.

Just under 60 centimetres (two feet) high,
the autonomous robot named Keeko has
been a hit in several kindergartens, telling
stories and challenging children with logic
problems.

Round and white with a tubby body, the
armless robot zips around on tiny wheels, its
inbuilt cameras doubling up both as naviga-
tional sensors and a front-facing camera
allowing users to record video journals. In
China, robots are being developed to deliver
groceries, provide companionship to the
elderly, dispense legal advice and now, as
Keeko’s creators hope, join the ranks of
educators.

At the Yiswind Institute of Multicultural
Education on the outskirts of Beijing, the
children have been tasked to help a prince
find his way through a desert-by putting
together square mats that represent a path
taken by the robot-part storytelling and part
problem-solving.

Each time they get an answer right, the
device reacts with delight, its face flashing

heart-shaped eyes. “Education today is no
longer a one-way street, where the teacher
teaches and students just learn,” said Candy
Xiong, a teacher trained in early childhood
education who now works with Keeko Robot
Xiamen Technology as a trainer. 

“When children see Keeko with its round
head and body, it looks adorable and children
love it. So when they see Keeko, they almost
instantly take to it,” she added.

Keeko robots have entered more than 600
kindergartens across the country with its
makers hoping to expand into Greater China
and Southeast Asia. Beijing has invested
money and manpower in developing artificial
intelligence as part of its “Made in China
2025” plan, with a Chinese firm last year
unveiling the country’s first human-like robot
that can hold simple conversations and make
facial expressions. — AFP

BEIJING: Children watching a Keeko robot make its way on a path they made from square
mats at the Yiswind Institute of Multicultural Education in Beijing. — AFP

WASHINGTON: President Donald
Trump stepped up attacks on big tech
firms Tuesday, warning Facebook, Google
and Twitter to be “careful,” hours after
slamming what he called “rigged” internet
search results.

Trump offered no details on what if any
actions he might take, but a top White
House aide suggested the administration
may look at some type of regulation in
response to the president’s complaints.

After a pair of early-morning tweets
assailing Google, Trump expanded his
warnings to other big internet firms in
comments to reporters at the White
House. “I think Google is really taking
advantage of a lot of people and I think
that is a very serious thing and it is a very
serious charge,” Trump said.

He went on to cite Facebook and
Twitter, in an apparent reference to his
claims last week of social media suppress-
ing conservative voices.

“You can’t do that to people,” he said.
“We have literally thousands and thou-
sands of complaints coming in.” Trump
added: “Google and Twitter and
Facebook-they are really treading on
very, very troubled territory and they
have to be careful.”

In his Twitter comments, the US presi-
dent complained that Google searches for
“Trump news” brought up mostly nega-
tive stories about him. “They have it
RIGGED, for me & others, so that almost
all stories & news is BAD. Fake CNN is
prominent. Republican/Conservative &
Fair Media is shut out. Illegal?” he wrote.

According to Trump, “96 percent of
results on ‘Trump News’ are from
National Left-Wing Media.”

Google strongly rejected any bias
claims. “Search is not used to set a politi-
cal agenda and we don’t bias our results
toward any political ideology,” it said.

“We continually work to improve
Google search and we never rank search
results to manipulate political sentiment.”

It was not immediately clear what, if
any, measures Trump envisioned, but his
top economic adviser Larry Kudlow told
reporters at the White House that “we’re
looking into it” when asked about the
claims on Google. Last week, Trump
tweeted that “Social Media is totally dis-
criminating against Republican/
Conservative voices” and added “we
won’t let that happen.”

Free speech guarantees 
The president’s claims on Google

appeared to be based on a report from
the Trump-friendly news site PJ Media
which relied on an analysis chart by con-
servative news host Sharyl Attkisson that
categorized major news outlets such as
the New York Times, CBS and CNN as
“left wing.”

“Google & others are suppressing
voices of Conservatives and hiding infor-
mation and news that is good,” Trump
said. Google and other internet firms have
long faced complaints about search
results, which are based on algorithms
that can take into account user browsing
history, location and other factors. —AFP

Trump warns tech giants, stepping
up attacks claiming ‘bias’


