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NEW DELHI: India’s Supreme Court ordered police
yesterday to put five prominent rights campaigners
suspected of links to Maoist guerrillas under house
arrest as outrage grew over their detention. Critics of
Prime Minister Narendra Modi’s government have dis-
missed the allegations against the activists, who were
detained a day earlier, and said the crackdown was
part of ongoing attempts to stifle all dissent. Police
detained the campaigners, seized their laptops and
mobile phones, in raids on their homes in different
cities, triggering protests and a petition in the
Supreme Court challenging the action.

Sudha Bharadwaj, who has been fighting for the
rights of workers in parts of India such as Chhattisgarh
where left-wing guerrilla groups operate, said the
action against her was part of a broader crackdown on
opponents of the government. “The effort is whatever
is the opposition to this regime, whether it is workers
rights, tribal rights, everybody who in the opposition is
being rounded up,” she told reporters outside her
home in Faridabad, a short distance from New Delhi.
The arrests follow months of tensions between right
wing nationalist groups and advocates of free speech
that has played out in college campuses and spilled
over into the streets.

Critics also say several top journalists have been
forced out of their jobs for their critical reporting of the
government. The others detained on Tuesday included
were Varavara Rao, a prominent poet from the south-
ern city of Hyderabad, activists Vernon Gonsalves and
Arun Ferreira from Mumbai and civil liberties activist
Gautam Navlakha from New Delhi. Modi’s Hindu
nationalist Bharatiya Janata Party-led government has
faced mounting criticism from activists and academics,
who accuse it of undermining the secular and pluralis-
tic principles of India’s constitution.

The BJP denies these allegations but says it is
opposed to appeasement of any community and has
long advocated tough action to protect national securi-
ty. “These five are no threat to anyone,” said Prashant
Bhushan, a lawyer for a group of leading academics
that has petitioned the Supreme Court to release the
activists. “The charges against them on the face of it
appear indiscriminate, unwarranted, part of a malicious
campaign to threaten human rights defenders, inde-
pendent journalists, writers and thinkers in the country
from critiquing the government and its policies, and an
attempt to muzzle dissent,” the petition said.

Intellectual force
Police have also accused the five of inflammatory

speeches at a rally in western India last year which led
to violent clashes between Dalits, the lowest in the
Hindu caste hierarchy, and right wing organizations. A
police officer said the main case relates to speeches
made during a rally held in the city of Pune on Dec 31,
2017 commemorating the velour of Dalits. The follow-
ing day, violent clashes broke out between members of
the lower caste and hardline Hindu groups.

The police officer, who could not be named because
he was not authorized to speak to reporters, said
police had seized documents relating to the long-run-
ning Maoist insurgency afflicting parts of the country.
The guerrillas are fighting for the rights of the landless
in parts of eastern and southern India, dubbed “the Red
Corridor”. The police officer said the five activists gave
intellectual force to an insurgency in which thousands
of people have been killed over the years.

Modi faces an election next year and opposition
parties are trying to forge an alliance to stop his Hindu
nationalists from coming back to power. The Supreme
Court headed by the chief justice Dipak Misra said it
would hear the petition challenging the arrests of the
activists next week and until then they would be
placed under house arrest, and not police custody.
Judge DY Chandrachud, one of the judges on the
bench said the right to criticise was a crucial for
democracy. “Dissent is the safety valve of democracy.
If dissent is disallowed, then the pressure cooker may
burst,” he said. — Reuters
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HONG KONG: A University of Hong Kong (HK) pro-
fessor was yesterday charged with murder after police
found his wife’s decomposing body stuffed in a suitcase
in his office, the latest grisly murder to transfix the
crowded city. Officers discovered the woman’s body,
wearing only underwear and with electric wire around
her neck, hidden in the suitcase inside a large wooden
box in the office of 53-year-old Cheung Kie-chung.
The associate professor from the Department of
Mechanical Engineering had reported his wife missing
on August 20, saying she had not returned home after
an argument three days earlier. 

Police said they became
suspicious of Cheung after
CCTV footage failed to
show his wife leaving their
home, while Cheung was
seen moving a large wooden
box out of the premises. On
Tuesday afternoon police
searched Cheung’s office, a
five-minute drive from the
dormitory where he lives
with his wife and children.
“There was blood seeping
out from the suitcase and it
stank,” Superintendent Law Kwok-hoi told reporters
Tuesday night. He said the victim might have been
strangled, but the cause of death still needed to be

confirmed by a post-mortem.
Law said Cheung, who will make his first court

appearance today, had told investigators he had a dis-
pute with his wife on the night she disappeared over
family toilet hygiene. Cheung is also the warden of the
dormitory where his family lives and a member of the
university’s governing council. Zhang Xiang, the univer-
sity president, said yesterday he was shocked and sad-
dened at the murder and described it as a tragedy. He
said the university would offer support to students and
colleagues affected. Another Hong Kong academic is
currently on trial for using a yoga ball filled with carbon

monoxide to kill his wife and
daughter inside a car. The
southern Chinese city, famed
for its cramped housing but
low crime rate, is occasional-
ly rocked by high-profile
murders that often involve
gruesome attempts to hide or
dispose of bodies. In 2016
British banker Rurik Jutting
was jailed for life for the mur-
der of two Indonesian women
in Hong Kong. He stuffed one
of their bodies in a suitcase

and placed it on his balcony. The year before, a local
man was jailed for chopping up his parents and storing
their body parts in a freezer. — AFP 
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HONG KONG: Students walk in front of the University of Hong Kong’s Wei Lun Hall, the residential block where universi-
ty professor Cheung Kie-chung and his family lived, in Hong Kong’s Pok Fu Lam area yesterday. A University of Hong
Kong professor has been arrested on suspicion of killing his wife after police found a body stuffed into a suitcase in
his office, the latest grisly murder to transfix the crowded city.—AFP 

BAGO: A major effort was under way to reach thou-
sands of people trapped in their homes after a dam
swollen by monsoon rain overflowed early Wednesday
in central Myanmar, officials said. A surge of water
inundated the rural flatland in Bago region after the
Swar Chaung dam spillway, which regulates the release
of water, collapsed due to heavy seasonal rain. AFP
reporters in Kayin village described how some people
waded through chest-deep water to get to higher
ground. Many others remained trapped in their half-
submerged homes as rescuers worked into the night to
try to ferry residents out.

No casualties have yet been reported but more than
12,600 people have taken shelter in about 30 tempo-
rary camps, Ministry of Social Welfare director Phyu
Lae Lae Tun said. “There are more than 14,000 house-
holds and some 63,000 people affected by the waters,”
she said. The torrent also fractured part of a bridge on

the Yangon-Mandalay highway linking Myanmar’s two
biggest cities. Deputy Minister for Construction Kyaw
Linn told reporters the bridge’s supporting towers were
sinking. “We will get divers to go down and check after
the water levels recede,” he said.

Army chief Min Aung Hlaing, under mounting inter-
national pressure to face international justice following
a damning UN report this week on the Rohingya crisis,
was quick to arrive at the scene on Wednesday morn-
ing. “We have to work together,” he said. “The spillway
will not be able to be controlled until the water flow
stops.” The deluge comes just weeks after heavy mon-
soon rains pummeled Myanmar, causing widespread
flash floods that forced some 150,000 people to flee
their homes. Southeast Asia’s annual monsoon season
runs from around June to November. 

Regional neighbor Laos was hit badly last month
when heavy rainfall caused the collapse of a dam. At
least 35 people were killed, scores went missing and
thousands more languished in shelters. The $1.2 billion
Xe-Namnoy dam - a joint venture between South
Korean, Thai and Laotian firms - collapsed on July 23
after heavy rains, unleashing a barrage of water that
swept away entire villages in the country’s south. The
communist country has since suspended its hydropower
strategy to become the “battery of Asia” by damming
rivers and selling electricity to its neighbors.—AFP 

LAHORE: An Islamist party in Pakistan called for the expul-
sion of the Dutch ambassador yesterday as it launched a
protest against a far-right Dutch politician’s plan for a cartoon
competition featuring caricatures of the Muslim Prophet
Mohammed (PBUH). Several thousand activists gathered in
the eastern city of Lahore for the demonstration organized by
Tehreek-e-Labbaik, a party that amassed the fifth largest
number of votes in a general election last month having cam-
paigned as a defender of the laws and punishments for crimes
of blasphemy.

Party leader Khadim Hussain Rizvi set out from Lahore’s
historic centre at the head of a protest he aims to take through
the towns of Punjab province to the capital Islamabad, where
protesters will stage a sit-in to pressure Pakistan’s new Prime
Minister Imran Khan to cut diplomatic ties with the
Netherlands. “The Dutch ambassador should be immediately
deported,” Labbaik spokesman Ejaz Ashrafi told Reuters. “We
will only stop when the government meets this demand.”

Pakistan has already complained to the Dutch government
about far-right parliamentarian Geert Wilders’ plans for a car-
toon contest that will upset and provoke Muslims. Wilders
intends to display the cartoons on the walls of his political par-
ty’s room in parliament. He says he’s had “hundreds” of entries.
“The Foreign Office called the charge d’affaires of the
Netherlands and issued him a Demarche’ to record a protest,”
the Pakistani prime minister’s office said in a statement yester-
day.

The Netherlands Prime Minister Mark Rutte said last week
that the cartoon competition “was not something I would do”
and his government was not associated with it. Pakistan’s
Foreign Minister Shah Mehmood Qureshi said he planned to
take up the issue with the United Nations and several world
leaders. “They don’t understand how much they hurt us when
they do such acts,” Khan, a cricketer-turned-politician, said on
Tuesday, a day after the upper house of parliament con-
demned the proposed cartoon competition.

Officials from the Punjab provincial government met with
Labbaik leaders in Lahore in a vain attempt to persuade them
to call off their protest. “We told them to stop the protests
because the Pakistan government is taking up the issue effec-
tively,” an official involved on the talks told Reuters, adding
that Labbaik representatives insisted the protest would only
end once the Dutch envoy was expelled.Last year, in a stand-
off with the previous government, Labbaik shut down a main
highway leading into Islamabad for nearly three weeks over a
small change in wording to an electoral law changing a reli-
gious oath to a simple declaration. —Agencies
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BAGO: A village is flooded in Yedashe township, Bago region after rampaging flood waters from Swar Chaung dam sub-
merged large areas in central Myanmar yesterday. — AFP

DUBAI: Malabar Group has announced a contribution
of total 7crore Indian rupees to the Kerala flood relief.
The flood that swept away almost half of Kerala has cost
many life and property. The overall loss is yet to be esti-
mated, however honorable Chief Minister Pinarayi
Vijayan and government is leading a very commendable
rehabilitation work. To support the activities of Chief
Minister, MP Ahammed Chairman-Malabar Group hand-
ed over a cheque of INR 2 crore yesterday at
Trivandrum, Kerala. He also committed a financial help of
INR 5 crore for rebuilding and repairing houses lost and
damaged in the flood. 

This includes RS 1 crore collected from the employees
of Malabar Group. Hence, the total relief from Malabar
Group is 7 crore Indian rupees. The entire relief activities
will be routed through Malabar Housing Charitable Trust.
Malabar Gold & Diamonds is always at forefront when it
comes to CSR activities. The group sets aside a fixed per-
centage of its net profit for the benefit of the needy in the

respective markets it operates in. They undertake social
welfare activities all year long, focusing on five priority

areas such as medical, educational sector, environment as
well as housing and women empowerment.

M P Ahammed, Chairman of Malabar Group handing over the cheque and commitment letter to honorable
Chief Minister Pinarayi Vijayan. Minister for Industries and Sports EP Jayarajan and Malabar Gold and
Diamonds International Operations Managing Director M P Shamlal Ahamed were also present. 
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