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BERLIN: Police in eastern Germany were accused yester-
day of stoking tensions by leaking to far-right groups the
arrest warrant over a fatal stabbing that sparked racist mob
violence. “It’s unacceptable that some police officers think
they can leak things like this even though they know they’re
committing an offence,” said Saxony state’s deputy premier
Martin Dulig, calling the release a “scandal”. 

Saxony, in Germany’s ex-communist east, has again
become a hotspot for xenophobia after a knife killing early
Sunday in the city of Chemnitz led to protests that degenerat-
ed into rightwing extremists hunting down immigrants in the
streets. Police on Monday arrested
a 22-year-old Iraqi and a Syrian,
23, suspected of killing a 35-year-
old German identified only as
Daniel H. with multiple stabbings in
the late-night altercation.

Authorities have not yet fully
disclosed the identities of the
victim or suspects in keeping
with the German convention of
protecting the identities of peo-
ple involved in judicial proceed-
ings. However, the arrest warrant
of one of the suspects found its way into the hands of
rightwing groups who then posted it online, where it was
widely shared, spelling out the full names of the suspects,
victim, eye-witnesses and the judge. National Interior
Minister Horst Seehofer called the release “completely
unacceptable”, and prosecutors said they had launched an
investigation on suspicion of breach of official secrets rules.

Lawyer Sebastian Scharmer, who has defended victims
of neo-Nazi violence, said he had filed a criminal complaint
against an activist who posted the warrant, Lutz Bachmann
of far-right movement PEGIDA, short for Patriotic
Europeans Against the Islamisation of the Occident. The
right-wing “Citizens Movement Pro Chemnitz”, which had

also shared the warrant, complained on Facebook that “the
internet police” had deleted the document which it said
showed how the suspects had “slaughtered” the German
man. State premier Michael Kretschmer, who has defended
the police force against charges of being ill-prepared to
deal with the far-right rallies, promised that “we will clarify
the matter,” speaking to regional public broadcaster MDR.

New protests planned 
Saxony has been a stronghold of far-right parties and

groups that bitterly oppose Chancellor Angela Merkel for her
2015 decision to keep open
German borders to a mass influx
of migrants and refugees. Police
in the state have also come
under fire for the alleged sym-
pathies of some officers with
movements like PEGIDA and the
anti-immigration Alternative for
Germany (AfD) party.

Saxony police last week
apologized for obstructing a
TV crew at a rightwing anti-
Merkel rally at the instigation

of a nationalist protester who turned out to be an off-duty
police employee. Dulig said that “it has got to be clear that
certain things will no longer be tolerated in the police
force”. The latest controversy comes as the mood remains
highly charged following what have been labeled as
“pogrom-like” scenes in Chemnitz on Sunday in which
extremists assaulted immigrants from Afghanistan, Syria
and Bulgaria. On Monday night some 7,000 protesters,
most of them football hooligans and rightwing nationalists,
again took to the city’s streets and clashed with anti-fascist
protesters, leaving some 20 people injured. Police said they
were investigating 10 incidents of protesters making the
illegal Hitler salute. Police, who were initially overwhelmed

by the mobs on Sunday, then also faced criticism for having
only deployed 591 officers on Monday, leaving them out-
numbered more than 10 to one.

The small deployment came despite a warning by the
domestic intelligence service that thousands of extremists,
including from the hardcore hooligan and martial arts
scenes, were heading to Chemnitz. The service, in its situa-

tion report, spoke of a “nationwide mobilization” via social
media, especially by the hooligan groups “Kaotic” and “NS
Boys”, short for “New Society Boys”. Pro Chemnitz has
announced a new demonstration today while AfD and
PEGIDA have called for a rally Saturday, with a silent march
through Chemnitz in memory of the stabbing victim and
against Germany’s “enforced multi-culturalism”. — AFP 
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Corruption trial 
of senior Kenyan 
judge suspended
NAIROBI: The corruption trial of Kenya’s
deputy chief justice, the country’s second-
highest judge, was suspended yesterday
amid a barrage of legal petitions at various
courts. Philomena Mwilu, one of seven
members of the Supreme Court, was
arrested on Tuesday after Kenya’s director
of public prosecutions, Noordin Haji,
accused her of abusing her office for per-
sonal gain. Mwilu was among the judges
who annulled President Uhuru Kenyatta’s
initial election win in August 2017, leading
to the controversial holding of a fresh vote. 

She was due to be formally charged at a
Nairobi magistrates’ court yesterday but
High Court judge Chacha Mwita suspend-

ed the case until October 9 to hear a con-
stitutional challenge brought by her
lawyers. Mwilu’s lead lawyer James
Orengo, a prominent opposition figure and
elected senator who played a key role in
overturning last year’s election result, said
the move against her was “an attack on the
judiciary”. 

“These charges have been brought not
to secure justice but to secure the removal
of the deputy chief justice from office,” he
said before launching his legal challenge.
“There is no factual foundation for institut-
ing these proceedings,” he said, insisting
on her innocence. After his initial victory
was annulled, Kenyatta publicly warned
that he would “fix the judiciary” and some
judges subsequently faced threats and
intimidation. 

Political undercurrents
In October 2017, Mwilu’s bodyguard

was shot dead the day before the Supreme
Court was to hear a petition to postpone
the re-run. As a result, Mwilu did not

attend the hearing and the lack of a quo-
rum meant the election went ahead
unchallenged. “This is an intensified war
on the Supreme Court,” Orengo said yes-
terday. Mwilu was appointed to the
Supreme Court in 2016 and shot into the
limelight for her role in annull ing
Kenyatta’s first poll win. 

She was accused Tuesday of accepting
money as a gift in dubious circumstances,
failing to pay taxes and using false pre-
tences to carry out a transaction involving
an asset belonging to the Imperial Bank,
which collapsed in 2015. Mwilu appeared
in court later that day and was released on
bail of five million shillings
($50,000/42,000 euros). 

But Haji denied accusations the arrest
was politically-motivated. He said Mwilu
was targeted as part of an ongoing crack-
down against corruption, which has seen
several high-ranking officials hauled into
court, a rarity in graft-wracked Kenya
whose citizens rarely see justice done. “We
are an independent institution and we are

not being directed by anyone,” he said.
“This decision has not been taken lightly.
The dignity and independence of the judi-
ciary is dear to us.” — AFP 

PARIS: France’s beloved bread loaf, the baguette, may
be about to lose some of its bite, with politicians look-
ing into the health risks of additives set to propose leg-
islation forcing bakers and processed food makers
more generally to slash salt content. After months of
investigation and hearings, a parliamentary committee
has come to the conclusion that voluntary agreements
on the reduction of high salt levels have not been
respected and that it is time to impose healthier norms
via legislation.

That committee is due to present its proposals in
September but the drift of what is on the way was
made clear yesterday by key people involved in the
deliberations. “It’s a real public health problem,” said
Loic Prud’homme, one of a 20-member parliamentary
committee looking into the matter. Michele Crouzet,
another committee member, said the daily intake of salt
in France, at about 10 to 12 grams, is still double the
limit recommended by the World Health Organization.
Excessive salt levels are linked to cardiovascular trou-
ble, which in France is the second-biggest killer among
health problems.

Crouzet said the committee could propose a tax on
salt like one already introduced in France on the sugar
content of fizzy drinks. But some say that levy has been
ineffective because manufacturers are shifting to other
forms of sweetener. “What we can now say is that volun-
tary agreements do not work and it’s now time to switch
to binding constraints,” Prud’homme said. In the case of
the baguette, and bread more generally, voluntary
agreements struck in 2002 had sought to limit the salt
level to 18 grams per kilo of flour within five years, he
said. Some 16 years later, that goal had still not been met.

“In any event what’s certain is that it’s now time to
move via sturdy legislation, which could involve setting
constraints in gram terms for salt,” he said in a separate
interview on a public service radio station, francinfo. A
report to be presented by the committee will also seek
to tackle excessive use of other additives in processed
food and pre-prepared meals, and seek curbs on
advertising that aims to promote less-than-healthy food
among children, said Prud’homme. — Reuters
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NAIROBI: Kenya’s deputy chief justice
Philomena Mwilu, the country’s second-
highest judge, appears at the Milimani
Law Court in Nairobi yesterday. Mwilu
was arrested after Kenya’s director of
public prosecutions, Noordin Haj i ,
accused her of abusing her office for
personal gain. — AFP 

EU urges 
‘amicable’ end 
to scallop war
BRUSSELS: The European Commission yesterday urged
France and Britain to find an “amicable” solution after fish-
ermen from the two countries clashed in the English
Channel over a hoard of scallops. Brussels insisted howev-
er that it could not get involved in the fight as arrange-
ments for trawling for the prized shellfish were made
between individual countries, not at a European level. “We
saw the reports of incidents involving French and British
fishermen off the coast of Normandy,” European
Commission spokesman Daniel Rosario told a daily brief-
ing in Brussels.

“Scallop fishery is regulated at national level and over
the past years common management measures have been
agreed between France, the UK and Ireland,” the
spokesman added. “So it is in the interest first and fore-
most of the fishermen that this agreement is in place. And
we invite the national authorities to resolve any dispute in
an amicable way as has been done in the past.” As a years-
long dispute boiled over, five heavily outnumbered British
scallop boats sailed into battle with around 35 French ves-
sels in the incident on Tuesday.

Fishermen from both sides hurled stones and insults at

each other while some of the boats also rammed each oth-
er, according to video footage. The skirmish took place
more than 12 nautical miles out to sea where the British are
legally allowed to fish all year round. 

But their French counterparts, restricted to fishing for
scallops between October 1 and May 15, have accused

the British of depleting stocks and want them to face the
same rules. 

The issue is doubly sensitive given the uncertain
future of arrangements for fishing in the area after Britain
leaves the EU in March 2019, particularly if Britain crash-
es out without a withdrawal deal. — AFP 

Rebels kill four 
police officers in 
Indian Kashmir 
SRINAGAR: Suspected rebels shot dead four police offi-
cers while security forces killed two militants in Indian
Kashmir yesterday as tensions rose before a major
Supreme Court hearing on the troubled region. Five
police officers who had stopped near the southern
Kashmir town of Shopian to repair their vehicle were
ambushed, Inspector General of Police Swayam Prakash
Pani told AFP. 

“Four of the police were killed. One who was inside
the vehicle at the time of the attack is safe,” Pani said.
Separately, two suspected rebels were killed in a gun-
fight with government forces not far from the attack on
the police, officials said. The Muslim-majority Himalayan
region, divided between India and Pakistan since their
split in 1947, has seen a resurgence of hostilities in the
past two years. Security officials say at least 144 militants

have been killed this year, while more fighters have
joined rebel ranks. There are an estimated 250 active
underground fighters, they say.

Separatist groups have called a general strike for
Thursday and Friday before the Supreme Court hearing,
which they fear could allow Indians from outside
Kashmir to buy property in the state and get government
jobs. The court will hear arguments on Friday on a legal
challenge against a 1954 constitutional provision, Article
35A, that reserved the special privileges for Kashmir
permanent residents. Separatist groups seeking
Kashmir’s independence or merger with Pakistan, along
with business and civil society groups have opposed
scrapping Article 35A.

Incorrect rumors this week that the article had been
scrapped caused protests and clashes in Kashmir. The
ruling Hindu nationalist Bharatiya Janata Party of Prime
Minister Narendra Modi wants to annul the constitution-
al provisions that grant special status to Kashmir. A BJP
spokesman this week said Article 35A had become an
obstacle to outside investment in the region. Rebel
groups have for decades fought hundreds of thousands
of soldiers and police deployed in Indian Kashmir.
Pakistan controls a separate part of the former Himalayan
kingdom and like India claims the region in full. — AFP 

SAXONY: Riot police cross the street as a city festival was cancelled in Chemnitz, eastern Germany, after a 35-year-
old German national died in hospital following a ‘dispute between several people of different nationalities’. — AFP  

LA to pay $14.3m 
to family of man 
mistakenly shot 
LOS ANGELES: Los Angeles County has agreed to pay
$14.35 million to the family of a man mistakenly shot by
police during a search for a wanted gang member, the
family’s attorney said. The settlement, one of the highest
ever paid by the county, was reached earlier this year but
the amount had not been made public. Frank Mendoza, 54,
was fatally shot on August 1, 2014 by a sheriff’s deputy
who mistook him for Cedric Ramirez. Ramirez, 24, a
parolee wanted on felony charges, had broken into the
Mendoza home during a police chase in LA’s Pico Rivera
neighborhood.

Several members of the family managed to escape from
the house. But when Mendoza tried to flee through the
front door, a deputy mistook him for Ramirez and shot him
once in the forehead and once in the leg, according to a
report of the incident. 

“This is the worst nightmare of any citizen, where
they’re under the suspicion that they’re being protected
by law enforcement and instead, law enforcement ends up
taking their life,” Garo Mardirossian, the family’s attorney,
told reporters on Monday. Mendoza’s family had filed a
wrongful death lawsuit against Los Angeles County and
the Sheriff’s Department after the shooting, claiming that
officers had been negligent. — AFP

HERAULT: A boat is moored at the Etang de Thau lagoon near Sete, southern France. — AFP 

KASHMIR: Kashmiri protestors clash with Indian gov-
ernment forces after  E id prayers in  downtown
Srinagar. — AFP 


