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By Hanan Al-Saadoun and Agencies

KUWAIT: Fire broke out in a steel factory in industrial Mina
Abdullah, prompting Mina Abdullah, Um Al-Haiman, Mubarak
Al-Kabeer hazardous material and backup fire stations to
respond. The fire was contained and some people were rescued.
It took firemen four hours to bring the flames under control. An
investigation was opened to determine the cause of the fire.

Dispute
A police statement said operations did not receive any

call about an assistant principal of a school Tasering a
teacher. The statement said investigations revealed that a
fight took place between the two and no Taser was used, and
the dispute was resolved friendlily.

Work  mishap
An Indian man in his 50s lost his life when a machine he

worked on fell on his head, Al-Anbaa reported yesterday.
The body was recovered by the coroner as investigations
underway to determine what led the accident to happen.

Harassment
Ahmadi detectives are trying to identify a caller from a

company phone and determine whether it is a male or
female, as a man claimed he was urged to commit immoral

acts. A citizen in his 20s in east Ahmadi told police he was
harassed through the phone and handed them a screenshot.

Fight
A fight between more than 20 young men broke out near

a branch of Dhahar Co-operative Society. The reason behind
the fight was a collision between two vehicles. Police located
the car that was driven recklessly and it was impounded, pri-
or to arresting the driver and questioning him.

Smuggling foiled
Hitteen postal parcel center foiled an attempt to smuggle

more than one kilogram of cannabis. The case was sent to the
Drugs Control General Department, as authorities are work-
ing on identifying the person to whom the parcel was sent.

Burglary
Forensic experts went to a citizen’s chalet in Nuwaiseeb

to take evidence from the room of the guard after the place
was raided and burgled.

Reckless driving
A citizen was arrested after being pulled over for driving

erratically. He was found in an abnormal condition, and
tablets suspected of being drugs were found, in addition to
drugs paraphernalia.

Steel factory fire put
out after four hours

20 people involved in fight near co-op branch

KUWAIT: Firefighters battle a blaze in a steel factory in industrial Mina Abdullah.

By Nawara Fattahova

KUWAIT: Theft can happen at any time and even in
broad daylight, right in front of you. This week a
Salwa resident experienced the most shocking theft
when a man enquiring about a classified ad she’d
posted offering to sell her father’s antique oud stole
the musical instrument from her. On Monday
evening, the woman received a call from a man
claiming he was interested in buying the 50-year-
old oud she wanted to sell. She gave the man her
address and at the agreed upon time, he drove up in
front of her building. 

When the man got out of his car, he left the
engine running. He spoke with the woman for a few
minutes and asked to examine the oud. First he said
it needed repairs and bargained a bit on the price.
He also offered to swap the oud with another poor-
looking one, but the woman refused. He asked to
take the oud for a day to try it, offering her any form
of guarantee, but she again refused. The man then
asked to ‘try’ it out, saying that he needed to sit
down to play. As they were standing on the street
curb, he suggested that he get back in the car. 

He then said he was thirsty and asked for a
glass of water. When the woman turned to go into
her apartment and bring some water, the man sped
off with the oud. When she tried to call him, the
man turned his mobile off and blocked her. The
shocked woman immediately went to the police
station and gave them the suspect’s vehicle’s
license plate number. The police officer told her no
investigators were working and told her to return
the next morning.

She went again the next morning to file a case
against the man for theft of the oud, giving police
the conversation records on her phone in addition
to his car’s plate number. The investigator called the
man, who seemed very cooperative on the phone

and promised to come to the police station. After an
hour, the police officer called him again, and he
claimed he was on the way. After another hour, the
officer called him again, and he again said he was
on the way.

But the suspect never showed up. So the police
officer advised the woman to file a case that would
be transferred to the criminal investigation depart-
ment to arrest the man. A sentence for theft can
include imprisonment between one to three years.
After the police calls, the man seemed to have real-
ized that the theft would not go unreported and that
there was enough evidence of the crime.  So after
failing to come to the police station, despite being
called repeatedly by a detective, the man sent the
stolen oud by taxi back to the woman’s address. As
the oud was returned, he no doubt is hoping that
the case will now be forgotten. All the events,
including the return of the oud - now with a broken
piece - have been recorded and included in the
case file at the police station. 

The strange, shocking theft
of an antique oud

The antique oud

KUWAIT: Kuwait Municipality stormed an unlicensed storage area in Kabd yesterday, and removed
encroachments on state property. Police were informed to arrest the owner of the 100,000 square-meter
area, who had divided it into workshops and warehouses that he rented illegally. Kuwait Municipality
Director Ahmad Al-Manfouhi oversaw the operation. —By Hanan Al-Saadoun


