
Thursday, August 30, 2018

4
L o c a l

KUWAIT: The Arab Woman Awards, pre-
sented by Harper’s Bazaar Al-Arabiya,
announced nominations are open for its
2018 edition.  Now in its 6th year in
Kuwait the awards have twenty cate-
gories including business, fashion, entre-
preneurship, charity, media, young talent
and medicine.  Previous award winners
were Ambassador Reem Al-Khaled, Dr
Kefaya Abdulmalek, Mariam Abdulmalik
Al-Salah and Nada Al-Shammari.
Nominations for this year’s awards can be
made via the website http://www.arab-
womanawards.com/nominate/

The ful l  l ist of winners wil l  be
announced in October at a prestigious
awards ceremony held in Kuwait City
hosted by honorary chair and leader of the
board of judges, Sheikh Mubarak Fahad
Al-Salem Al-Sabah, Kuwait
Undersecretary of State. 

“The Arab Woman Awards Kuwait were
launched to recognize the drive and pas-
sion of the women in Kuwait. We are a
country of high achievers with educated,
focused people who really want to build on
the success of our country.  

As such I encourage everyone who
knows of an incredible, hard-working
woman who deserves to be celebrated to

nominate her now,”
said Sheikh
Mubarak Fahad Al-
Salem Al-Sabah.

The other mem-
bers of the judges
are Professor
Moudhi Al-Humoud
previous Minister
of Education;
Sheikha Souad J A
Al-Sabah, fashion
designer and
founder of Sirdab6

and Dr Labiba Temmim, co-founder of the
Arab Woman Awards Kuwait and
Managing Director of Hayatt Breast Cancer
Association.  

The Arab Woman Awards were
launched in 2009 by ITP Media Group
with the aim of raising public awareness of
the significant achievements by Arab
women and to provide young women with
inspirational role models. The events now
run across the GCC with ceremonies in the
UAE, Kuwait, KSA and Qatar with over
300 winners to-date.  All awards cere-
monies are private by-invitation only
events with a commemorative publication
created per country.
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KUWAIT: A flock of pigeons at Shuwaikh beach. — Photo by Yasser Al-Zayyat
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CAIRO: Arab States have taken strides on the path of
establishing the free Arab trade zone, an Arab League
official said yesterday marking the start of the 38th
session of custom general directors in the organization
member countries. Common products’ rules of origin
will be in effect as of October 1, capping years of
deliberations on this particular issue, said Ambassador
Kamal Hassan, the Arab
League’s Assistant Secretary
General for Economic Affairs,
in his statement at the opening
session.

Ambassador Hassan under-
scored necessity of coordina-
tion among the custom general
directors to address require-
ments for setting up the joint
trade zone, other related
issues in addition to facilitat-
ing inter-Arab custom tasks.
Services features as a top pri-
ority in the joint Arab economic tasks, he said, noting
that Ten Arab States had signed an agreement for
cooperation at this level.

Arab countries are also bonded with a ‘transparency
treaty’, according to which the signatory states notify
the Arab League about actions with respect of inter-
Arab trade to avert complications in the commercial
activities among them.

Meanwhile, Ahmad Al-Jamal, the session chairman
and President of the Qatari General Authority of

Customs, said participants in the two-day meeting
would discuss matters related to the Arab Custom
Union and commissions’ tasks on custom procedures,
information and translation of the coordination system.
Jamal Al-Jalawi, Director-General the General
Administration of Customs, headed the Kuwaiti delega-
tion that took part in the meeting.

Customs union
Meanwhile, Jalawi said

that Kuwait is seriously act-
ing to meet all requirements
for the aspired Arab joint
custom union. Kuwait is also
providing continuous sup-
port for Arab economic
actions and efforts for tack-
ling snags obstructing estab-
lishment of the great Arab
free trade zone, he said.

Jalawi said the conferees
adopted a draft of the common Arab custom law and
executive bylaws, pending submission to the Arab
ministers of economy and finance at their meeting,
scheduled in Cairo next week. Moreover, they adopt-
ed an index for Arab custom procedures, final text of
the Arab custom declaration in Arabic, French and
English, in addition to setting rate of the “Arab dinar”
for setting value of personal belongings and gifts in
passenger’s possession, or an equal value in national
currencies. — KUNA

Arab League lauds steps for
effecting common trade zone

Kuwait working seriously for common Arab custom union

CAIRO: Officials attend the Arab League’s 38th session of custom general directors in Cairo, Egypt yesterday. — KUNA

NBK celebrates
back to school
day at its
children’s hospital 
KUWAIT: Having the ‘Back to School’ season
approaching, the National Bank of Kuwait
(NBK) organized a special event displaying
school supplies at its children’s hospital. This
event comes as a part of a fun program
designed for engaging children undergoing
treatment and runs all year round. The chil-
dren had the chance to select their stationery
from the book shop ‘International Business
Center’ that offered all school supplies to the
children. Yaqoub Al-Baqer, NBK Public rela-
tions team leader said “The fun activity pro-
gram is a part of NBK’s social responsibility
towards children to support them while they
get their treatment.”

“The children enjoyed picking up their
favorite stationary and creating their paper
kites,” Baqer added. “We are overwhelmed to
see the children happy and live the excitements
while getting prepared to school.” The fun
event is part of a program that extends all over
the year and includes a library corner, story-
telling sessions, fun events and a movie night
activity that are organized occasionally.
Children at the hospital choose their favorite
story to read or a cartoon movie to watch with
their family and friends. NBK has provided a

display screen, entertainment facilities, variety
of different and various books and other sup-
plies for children to enjoy the whole program.
It is worth mentioning that NBK’s Stem Cell
Therapy Unit is the first children’s bone mar-

row transplant center in Kuwait. The new cen-
ter is the largest corporate social responsibility
donation in Kuwait and will expand the hospi-
tal’s ability to treat children with cancer and
blood diseases. 

Arab custom
law draft
adopted 


