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Military option in Idlib would have catastrophic consequences: Otaibi

Rohingya minority crisis proves to
be worst in modern history: Kuwait

NEW YORK: The crisis of the Rohingya minority proved
to be of the worst in modern history, Kuwait said late
Tuesday. With the Muslim minority being subjected to
killing and torture, the least that can describe such acts is
ethnic cleansing, said the Permanent Representative of the
State of Kuwait to the United Nations Ambassador
Mansour Al-Otaibi. This came in a speech Otaibi delivered
at a meeting for the UN Security Council on Myanmar.
“The world is following our session and expects from us;
at least, to hold our moral and humanitarian grounds
regardless of any political considerations,” he noted.

More than 887,000 Rohingya refugees have been dis-
placed since August last year, as they joined some
300,000 other refugees who have fled Myanmar to
Bangladesh, he added. On April 24 this year, members of
the Security Council arrived in the city of Cox’s Bazar,
Bangladesh, to assess the tragic situation faced by more
than 1.2 million people in need of humanitarian assistance.
“This session comes a day after the fact-finding committee
issued its report documenting the genocide-level crimes,
war crimes and crimes against humanity that took place in
Myanmar,” he said. “These findings were in line with what
we have seen on ground in Rakhine State, in addition to
statements by eyewitnesses Cox’s Bazar.”

Reiterating condemnation of such acts that go counter
to international laws and norms, Ambassador Otaibi
underlined the necessity for the Government of Myanmar
to shoulder its responsibility, either in terms of protecting
its people and/or refraining from the use of disproportion-
ate military force. Otaibi also expressed his appreciation
to the Government of Bangladesh in regards to the crisis
of the Rohingya refugees; whom more than 50 percent are
children, in addition to some 31,000 women solely caring
for their families. Kuwait, the United Kingdom and the
Republic of Peru led the Security Council on the April
2018 field visit to Bangladesh and Myanmar. 

Catastrophic consequences 
Separately, Kuwait said before the UN Security Council

late Tuesday that a military option in Syria’s Idlib would
have catastrophic humanitarian consequences, especially
with half of the governorate’s population are internally-
displaced.

Diplomatic efforts need to be doubled on the highest of
levels in order to avoid carnage and not re-live the bloody
scenarios in Aleppo and Eastern Ghouta, Otaibi said. “Eyes
are on Idlib, resided by some three million people. Any
military escalation would worsen the already dire humani-
tarian crisis. 

It is sad and frustrating at the same to see the
Council resolution not being implemented on ground,”
Ambassador Otaibi said in reference to resolution
2401, which was unanimously adopted by the UN
Security Council last February and called for immedi-
ate cease-fire and facilitating entry of humanitarian
assistance. “Resolutions unimplemented are worthless
ones. History once again will witness incompetence of
the UN Security Council in light of loud breaches of
international humanitarian law and international law
for human rights throughout the Syrian crisis,”
Otaibi stated. — KUNA

17,000 private
sector jobs for
Kuwaitis soon
By A Saleh

KUWAIT: The Manpower and Government Restructuring
Program (MGRP) is carrying out distinguished efforts
towards increasing the percentage of employing Kuwaitis
and limiting future unemployment, MGRP Secretary
General Fawzi Al-Majdali said. The program works in sev-
eral areas at the same time to achieve this goal, support
employment policies, create job opportunities for Kuwaitis
and curb unemployment by providing many means that
support nationals and urge them to work in non-govern-
ment areas, financially or otherwise, he added.

The program exerts efforts towards achieving the tar-
geted increase in Kuwaiti labor percentage in the private
sector in many aspects, particularly monthly payments for
Kuwaitis in nongovernment areas in order to urge them to
work in the private sector, Majdali said. He added that the
proposal to amend the percentages of Kuwaiti workers in
the private sector is complete, and is being coordinated
with concerned authorities to make 17,000 job opportuni-
ties available soon.

The program proposed and prepared four decisions
that were issued by the Cabinet in 2003, 2005 and 2008
that aim to provide 33,732 citizens with jobs, Majdali fur-
ther noted. He added that the program reviewed the cur-
rent percentages decision and added some amendments to
it, and carried out a survey of employers to make sure
about their intentions to employ Kuwaitis in the private
sector. According to the proposed law, telecommunication
and banking sectors will witness the highest percentage
rises, because the new change stipulates that 65 and 68
percent of employees should be Kuwaitis respectively. The
decision stipulates 30 percent of Kuwaitis in higher edu-
cation, 8 percent for occupational, science and technical
activities and 10 percent for support and administrative
services.

Arcades
Minister of Social Affairs and Labor and State Minister

for Economic Affairs Hind Al-Sabeeh issued ministerial
decision 95A/2018 with regards to rules to grant approval
to entertainment arcades. The decision stipulates that to
grant approval, security, safety and preventive measures
should be present. As for the specifications of the arcades,
they should be at least 100 sq m in size with trained super-
visors and a minimum of one for every five rides. 

Electronic games should not contain bloody scenes that
contribute to boosting violence or involve gambling. The
decision bans the sale of food and drinks in the arcades
until after obtaining a license from the concerned authori-
ty, and they must not have closed cabins. The decision set
the hours for children from 8 am to 10 pm and 8 am to
midnight for adults, except for holidays, when closing time
can be extended till 2 am. The decision bans men from
working in women’s areas and women to work in men’s
areas and banned smoking in children’s areas.

Kuwaiti official
hails cultural
cooperation with Egypt
CAIRO: A senior official from the Kuwaiti National
Council for Culture, Arts and Literature (NCCAL) praised
yesterday the Kuwaiti-Egyptian cultural cooperation,
which he described has no limits and one of the most
important tributaries of the deep-rooted relations between
the two countries, adding that Cairo is a beacon of culture
in the Arab world. NCCAL’s Acting Secretary General
Bader Al-Duwaish told Middle East News Agency
(MENA) that the National Council has been keen to
strengthen cultural and artistic cooperation with Egypt due
to its leading position in the ‘soft power arena’, and its high
cultural and artistic beacons, including the Egyptian Opera
House and the General Book Library Authority in Cairo. He
added that the selection of Kuwait as an honorary guest
during the Cairo International Book Fair in 2014 reaffirms
the strong relations between the two countries, both at the
official level and the cultural levels. — KUNA
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