
HOUSTON: George Springer keyed an outburst in the
third inning before Alex Bregman sparked another in the
eighth as the Houston Astros claimed the opener of a key
three-game series with the visiting Oakland Athletics 11-4
on Monday at Minute Maid Park. Houston extended its
winning streak to six games and pushed its lead over the
Athletics in the American League West to 2 1/2 games
with two games remaining in the season series. The
Astros did so by rallying from a 4-0 deficit. Bregman fin-
ished 4-for-5, and he and Tyler White both hit three-run
homers and drove in four runs. Marwin Gonzalez added
three hits. Oakland’s Marcus Semien and Matt Chapman
hit two-run homers off Gerrit Cole (12-5), but the
Houston starter got the win with six innings of four-run
ball. Cole struck out eight.

Orioles 7, Blue Jays 0
Trey Mancini hit a three-run homer and drove in five

runs, and David Hess threw six shutout innings as
Baltimore defeated visiting Toronto to end an eight-game
losing streak. Toronto’s Kendrys Morales was unsuccess-
ful in his bid to tie the major league record of hitting a
home run in eight consecutive games. The designated hit-
ter went 0-for-3 with a walk, and his streak ended at sev-
en games, which still set a club record. The Orioles now
are 2-12 versus Toronto this season. The Blue Jays lost
their second in a row after a five-game win streak that
included a three-game sweep of the Orioles last week.

Giants 2, Diamondbacks 0
Chris Stratton pitched a career-best eight shutout

innings, and Steven Duggar hit a two-run home run in
the second, delivering San Francisco a victory over visit-
ing Arizona. Stratton (9-7) held the Diamondbacks to
five hits. He struck out six and did not walk a batter,
retiring the last 10 batters he faced. Giants reliever Tony
Watson got the first two outs in the ninth, and Hunter
Strickland recorded the final out to strand two runners
and earn his 14th save.

Angels 10, Rockies 7
Eric Young Jr.’s two-out, bases-loaded single in the

bottom of the eighth inning drove in two runs and helped
lift Los Angeles past Colorado in Anaheim, Calif. The
Angels snapped a six-game losing streak and prevented
the Rockies from moving into a first-place tie with the
Arizona Diamondbacks in the National League West.
The Rockies had taken a 7-5 lead in the top of the eighth
inning on a grand slam by DJ LeMahieu off Jim Johnson
(5-3). However, the Angels rallied in the bottom of the
inning against Adam Ottavino (6-3). Noe Ramirez
pitched the ninth for his first career save.

Cubs 7, Mets 4
Ben Zobrist laced a tiebreaking double in the seventh

inning, and host Chicago posted a come-from-behind
win over New York. The Cubs have won six in a row to
open up a 4 1/2-game lead on the second-place St.
Louis Cardinals in the NL Central. The Mets have lost
two straight. Anthony Rizzo homered and had three hits
for the Cubs, while Zobrist, Javier Baez and Daniel
Murphy had two hits apiece. Michael Conforto and
Kevin Plawecki homered for New York.

White Sox 6, Yankees 2
Carlos Rodon pitched seven effective innings to win

his fifth consecutive decision, Tim Anderson drove in two
runs and made a dazzling play at shortstop, and Chicago
won at New York. Rodon (6-3) matched a career high for
consecutive wins by allowing two runs on two hits, which
tied a career low. He walked four and struck out two.
Since July 11, Rodon is 5-0 with a 1.72 ERA, and hitters
are batting .143 (27-for-191) off him. Yoan Moncada had a
two-run double for the White Sox.

Nationals 5, Phillies 3
Matt Wieters hit a solo homer, Stephen Strasburg

pitched six effective innings, and visiting Washington

defeated Philadelphia. Juan Soto added two hits and an
RBI for the Nationals. Strasburg (7-7) allowed two runs,
five hits and three walks while striking out five. Justin

Miller pitched a perfect ninth to earn his first save of the
season and the second of his career. Rhys Hoskins went
2-for-3 with a solo homer for the Phillies. —Reuters
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SYDNEY: The Al Jazeera TV news channel is
planning a follow-up documentary about alleged
corruption in cricket, Australian and global
cricket chiefs revealed yesterday, appealing for
access to unedited footage to properly investi-
gate the claims.

The Qatar-based broadcaster made a series of
spot-fixing allegations in a first documentary enti-
tled “Cricket’s Match-Fixers” earlier this year
involving unidentified current and former players.
In that programme, Al Jazeera made contact with
an Indian-based member of what it described as a
fixing syndicate said to be linked to the notorious
D Company crime gang.

“We are aware that there is a second documen-
tary in the offing, this time based on historical
recordings between a fixer, suspected to be
(Aneel) Munawar and bookies in India,” said Alex
Marshall , head of the International Cricket
Council’s anti-corruption unit, in a statement.

“As with the first programme, we will investigate
any claims made in a full and thorough manner and
we take any allegations of corruption, historical or
contemporary, extremely seriously. “Based on what
we already know, we have engaged the services of
an independent betting analysis company to exam-
ine the claims made about particular matches.”

He urged Al Jazeera to hand over its evidence.
“Access to the raw, unedited footage enables us to
build a complete picture around the claims in the
documentary and ensure our investigation is as fair
and thorough as possible,” he said. After the origi-
nal documentary, the ICC launched a probe into
the claims and said it had identified everyone
involved except Munawar. It appealed yesterday to
the cricket community to help track him down.

“We have identified every other person in the
original documentary and have spoken to a number
of them in connection with match-fixing, including
those who are not deemed to be participants under
our Anti-Corruption Code,” said Marshall.

“However the true identity of Aneel Munawar
remains a mystery. He plays a significant role in the
programme, yet enquiries with law enforcement
and immigration sources have not identified or
located him.”

He added that while a lack of cooperation from
the broadcaster had slowed its investigation “we
have been able to discount a number of claims
made in the programme and continue to pursue
other aspects”. 

“We will provide a full update at the conclusion
of the investigation.” Cricket Australia said it too
had been notified by Al Jazeera of a follow-up pro-
gramme involving fixing claims against current and
former Australian players relating to matches from
2011. But it said so far the claims had not been
found to be credible.

“Cricket Australia’s Integrity Unit have con-
ducted a review of  the latest  c la ims by Al
Jazeera, from a known criminal source, and, from
the limited information provided by Al Jazeera,
our team have not identified any issues of cor-
ruption relating to current or former Australian
players,” it said. — AFP
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Wild eighth inning carries Angels past Rockies

HOUSTON: Alex Bregman #2 of the Houston Astros celebrates with George Springer #4 and Josh Reddick #22
after hitting a three-run home run against the Oakland Athletics in the eighth inning at Minute Maid Park on
Monday in Houston, Texas. —AFP

GOSFORD: Sprint superstar Usain Bolt admitted yester-
day he was struggling with the tempo of professional foot-
ball but is working hard to raise his fitness levels ahead of
his first trial match this week.

The eight-time Olympic champion has been given an
opportunity by Australia’s Central Coast Mariners to fulfil
his dream of a soccer career and has stepped up his train-
ing regime since hooking up with the A-League club last
week. He was put through his paces with the rest of the
squad at a more intensive session at the team’s base in the
town of Gosford, 75 kilometres (47 miles) north of Sydney,
yesterday.

After some warming up and a jog around the pitch, he
took part in ball drills and while his passing was fine, he
was slow to get the hang of the movement required. The
32-year-old’s lack of football fitness was also evident and
he appeared to tire quickly, resting more than his team-
mates. Bolt admitted to struggling with the constant stop-
start of football, more used to a quick fire sprint on the
athletics track before winding down. “The most challeng-
ing thing for me is the stop and go because I’m not used to
picking up speed, going back down, then back again,” he
said. “It’s all about practising and getting used to the sys-
tem. I have time so will just learn the ways and keep push-
ing.” The Mariners hope to turn Bolt into A-League mate-
rial in time for the start of the 2018/19 season in late
October, with the club saying he can stay indefinitely to
prove his credentials and earn a playing contract.

They have a pre-season friendly on Friday against an
amateur side and Bolt is expected to get his first taste of a
competitive game, but only as a substitute. “I imagine he’ll

get some minutes on Friday,” said club coach Mike Mulvey,
conscious that thousands of fans are set to turn up and
with the match due to be broadcast live on pay-tv.

He said the Jamaican was “doing OK”.  “The things we
are asking him to do are things that he hasn’t done for
quite some years,” he added. “He has played football as an
athlete in between athletic meets so he has rudimentary

skills. There’s no problem about that. It’s about being able
to do it at the speed that we do it. It takes time to adjust.”

Bolt dominated sprinting since taking double individ-
ual gold at the Beijing Olympics in 2008. He went on to
win a further six Olympic golds and pick up 11 world
titles before retiring last year and pursing his real pas-
sion-football.— AFP
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GOSFORD: Thirty-one-year-old eight-time Olympic champion Usain Bolt trains with A-League football club
Central Coast Mariners in Gosford yesterday. — AFP

LOS ANGELES: San Antonio Spurs star
Manu Ginobili confirmed his retirement
from basketball on Monday, bringing down
the curtain on a 23-year career that
included four NBA Finals victories.

The 41-year-old Argentine star, widely
seen as the most successful foreign player
in the history of the NBA, confirmed his
retirement in a brief posting on social
media. “Today, with a wide range of feel-
ings, I’m announcing my retirement from
basketball,” Ginobili wrote.

“IMMENSE GRATITUDE to everyone
(family, friends, teammates, coaches, staff,
fans) involved in my life in the last 23
years. It’s been a fabulous journey. Way
beyond my wildest dreams.” The veteran
shooting guard was a key part of the San
Antonio teams which won four NBA
crowns between 2003 and 2014 after he
joined the league in 2002 from Italian
team Virtus Bologna.

As well as the four NBA titles, Ginobili
was twice selected for the All Stars, in
2005 and 2011. He also helped Argentina
score a shock gold medal victory at the
2004 Olympics in Athens. He is one of only
eight players in history-and the only non-
US born player-to have won four NBA

championships and an Olympic gold.
Ginobili’s retirement signals the final

end of an era at San Antonio where he was
a key pillar of championship-winning
teams alongside Tim Duncan (retired) and
Tony Parker, who left the team last month.

Tributes to Ginobili quickly swept
across social media following his retire-
ment. “Congratulations on one helluva
career brother!” LeBron James wrote on
Twitter. “It was a pleasure to match up
against you over the years. Regular sea-
son, Finals, National Team, didn’t matter
was always a treat! God bless you, thanks
for the playing the game the right way.”

The NBA said in a posting on Twitter
signed by commissioner Adam Silver that
Ginobili was “a pioneer who helped glob-
alize the NBA ... one of basketball’s great-
est ambassadors. “For 16 years, we were
fortunate to watch a legend compete at
the highest level. Thank you, Manu, for a
career that inspired millions of people
around the world.”

Golden State Warriors coach Steve
Kerr added: “One of the all time greats.
Fearless, funny, compassionate and com-
petitive as hell . Thank you Manu!”
Warriors star Stephen Curry said Ginobili
embodied “how basketball is meant to be
played.” “With Passion, joy, and obviously
a Champion through and through.
Inspiration many sir,” Curry wrote on
Twitter.

Former Los Angeles Lakers star Kobe
Bryant described Ginobili as a “true cham-
pion...one of the best I have ever matched
up with.”—AFP

Spurs ace
Ginobili retires
from NBA KUWAIT: Ooredoo Kuwait’s brand

ambassador, triathlete Najla Al-Jeraiwi, is
competing in the 2018 Olympic Asian
Games’ triathlon, which includes running,
swimming, and cycling. The event is sched-
uled to take place from Friday to Sunday,
and includes three categories: Men’s indi-
vidual race, women’s individual race, and
mixed relay. This is Kuwait’s first official
participation in an Olympic event after lift-
ing the ban, which was put in place nearly
three years ago. 

In a press statement, Ooredoo Kuwait
lauded the achievement, noting that her
participation brings pride to all the youth
of Kuwait. The sponsorship of athlete Al-
Jeraiwi comes in alignment with the com-
pany’s core values of caring, connecting,
and challenging. It further underscores the
company’s commitment to empowering
women. 

Al-Jeraiwi has a long track record of
key achievements. She won the gold medal
in the Sierra Nevada Triathlon, in the
Spanish district of Granada last June. She
won the bronze medal in the African
Triathlon Union Cup - the Pan Arab
Competition, held in Sharm Al Shaikh last
March. She was the first Arab female
triathlete representative in the 17th Asian
Games, South Korea and the first GCC
representative in UCI Road World
Championships 2016. She was also the

runner-up in the ATU African Triathlon &
Pan Arab championship and the GCC
cycling champion in both Time Trial and
Road race. Al-Jeraiwi is currently the
national champion of Kuwait in both
triathlon and cycling. She has come in the
top 3 in multiple regional triathlons. 

Supporting youth and empowering
women is among Ooredoo’s top priorities
through its CSR strategy. The company
signed a memorandum of understanding
with the Ministry of State for Youth Affairs
in 2017to support youth projects and ini-
tiatives. Ooredoo is continuously working
with the different entities in both private
and public sectors to enrich youth experi-
ence in a variety of fields.

Ooredoo’s ambassador Al-Jeraiwi
participates in the Asian Games

Najla Al-Jeraiwi


