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UN court has no jurisdiction in 
Iran sanctions case, US says 

Washington cites security concerns in its first legal response
THE HAGUE: The United States told UN judges yesterday
they had no jurisdiction to rule on Tehran’s demand for
them to order the suspension of debilitating nuclear-relat-
ed sanctions against Iran. Washington cited security con-
cerns in its first legal response to a suit by the Islamic
Republic, which is suffering increasing economic chaos.
Iran has argued that US President Donald Trump breached
a 1955 treaty with his decision to reimpose the sanctions
after withdrawing from a multilateral nuclear accord. 

But US State Department lawyer Jennifer Newstead
told the International Court of Justice in The Hague that it
“lacks prima facie jurisdiction to hear Iran’s claims”. She
argued that the United States had the right to protect its
national security and other interests. The treaty “cannot
therefore provide a basis for this court’s jurisdiction” in the
case, she said.

Sanctions on Iran had been lifted under a 2015 accord
with the five permanent members of the UN Security
Council plus Germany. In return, Tehran made commit-
ments not to seek to develop nuclear weapons. Trump said
the 2015 accord did not do enough to curb the threat from
Iran. He pulled out of the accord in May and began reim-
posing sanctions this month, alarming other signatories to
the deal. In the first day of hearings at the ICJ on Monday,
Iran’s lawyers said the sanctions were threatening the wel-
fare of its citizens and disrupting tens of billions of dollars’
worth of business deals.

Oil sanctions coming 
Trump says the sanctions are needed to ensure Iran

never builds a nuclear bomb. He accuses it of supporting
terrorists. The Islamic Republic’s lead representative in the
case, Mohsen Mohebi, branded the sanctions “naked eco-
nomic aggression”. “The United States is publicly propa-
gating a policy intended to damage as severely as possible
Iran’s economy and Iranian nationals and companies,”

Mohebi said. “Iran will put up the strongest resistance to
the US economic strangulation, by all peaceful means.” US
Secretary of State Mike Pompeo on Monday dismissed
Iran’s claims as “meritless”.

The US measures have added to Iran’s economic woes,
fuelling strikes and protests across the political spectrum.

Iran’s currency has lost around half its value since April. The
sanctions target financial transactions and imports of raw
materials, cars and aircraft among other sectors. International
companies including French oil firm Total and Germany’s
Siemens have suspended operations in Iran since Trump’s
announcement in May. A second wave of punitive measures is
due to hit the OPEC member state in early November, target-
ing its vital energy sector including oil exports.

History of litigation
Iran’s lawyers have asked the court urgently to order

the suspension of the sanctions pending a definitive ruling.
Newstead argued that Iran had a broader aim to “reinstate
sanctions relief” altogether - a matter she said was beyond
the court’s remit. The ICJ is expected to take several
weeks to decide whether to grant Tehran’s request for a

provisional ruling. A final decision could take years.
ICJ judgments are binding, final and without appeal.

However, whether any decision will be implemented remains
unclear. Both Iran and the US in the past have ignored ICJ
rulings against them. The case is the second brought by
Tehran against Washington since 2016. That year it brought

a suit at the ICJ against the freezing of Iranian assets abroad.
Hearings in that case are due to start on October 8. Despite
the 1955 Treaty of Amity and Economic Relations, the two
countries have not had diplomatic ties since 1980. Iran rou-
tinely refers to the US as “the enemy” and its officials chant
“Death to America” at official functions. — AFP 
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KANO: A Nigerian Christian schoolgirl abducted by
Boko Haram jihadists has called on President
Muhammadu Buhari to secure her release, local media
said yesterday, citing a purported audio recording of
the hostage. Leah Sharibu, 15, was among more than
100 schoolgirls abducted from their hostel in the town
of Dapchi in the restive northeast on February 19. The
only Christian among the hostages, she remains in cap-
tivity months after all the other girls were released.

In an unverified recording Boko Haram sent to local
media late Monday, Sharibu begged Buhari to work for
her freedom. “I plead with... the government and the
president to have pity for me and save me from my sit-
uation,” Sharibu said in Hausa, a language widely spo-
ken in the north. Sharibu faltered and repeated herself
in the recording, suggesting she was reading from a
prepared text. If verified, it would be the first evidence
that Sharibu was alive since she was kidnapped. The
audio was accompanied by a picture of Sharibu clad in
a light brown hijab revealing only her face, sitting on a
mat in an undisclosed location. 

“The secret service is analyzing the voice. Our
reaction will follow the outcome of the investigation,”
Buhari’s spokesman Garba Shehu said on Twitter. “For
President Buhari, nothing will be spared in bringing all
our girls home. He will not rest until all of them are
freed.” Nathan Sharibu, Leah’s father said yesterday,
“The voice in the audio is no doubt that of Leah. “As
her father I can’t mistake her voice. I’m delighted to
have heard her voice because it proved beyond doubt
that my daughter is still alive,” he said. “The govern-
ment has not contacted me to verify if the voice is
indeed that of Leah,” he said, urging the authorities to
secure her release. 

Fighters believed to be loyal to an IS-affiliated Boko
Haram faction led by Abu Mus’ab Al-Barnawi abduct-
ed the girls after storming the Government Girls
Science and Technical College in Dapchi in Yobe state.
The incident evoked memories of the April 2014 kid-
napping of 276 schoolgirls from the town of Chibok in
neighboring Borno state. Although more than 100
Chibok girls have been freed or rescued, some 112 are
still missing. The jihadists returned 110 Dapchi girls to
the town on March 21, following negotiations with the
government. 

Both the government and the jihadists claimed no
ransom was paid, but a UN report this month said
Nigeria paid huge sums for the girls’ release. Some of
the released girls said five schoolmates died in captivi-
ty while Sharibu was retained for refusing to forsake
Christianity for Islam. Sharibu’s case has stoked ten-
sions among Christians, who have accused the govern-
ment of failing to do enough to secure her release.
Nigeria is roughly evenly divided between Muslims
and Christians and religious tensions lead to occasion-
al flareups. Sharibu’s captivity has become a political
issue with Buhari seeking a second term in office in
February elections. — AFP 
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The Russia-Turkey 
alliance surviving 
Idlib test - for now
ISTANBUL: Russia and Turkey are in intense negotiations
to ensure the rebel-held province of Idlib does not
become a breaking point in their alliance on Syria, but the
long term fate of the area still risks provoking a rupture,
analysts say. President Vladimir Putin and Turkish counter-
part Recep Tayyip Erdogan have spearheaded an unlikely
but so far sustained partnership to bring peace to Syria
since late 2016, despite being in theory on opposite sides
of the civil war. The cooperation now faces its biggest test
over Syria’s northwestern province of Idlib, bordering
Turkey, which Syrian President Bashar al-Assad wants to
recapture to complete a string of military successes.

Idlib has over the last years become an increasingly
densely-populated region where problems in resolving the
seven-year Syrian civil war were effectively dumped to be
resolved at a later date. That moment is now drawing clos-
er with expectations of a government offensive and fears
over the combustible mix in the province of displaced
people from other Syrian regions, moderate rebels and
Islamist radicals. Erdogan has been a champion of the anti-
Assad rebels and bitterly denounced Putin in the crisis that
followed the shooting down of a Russian war plane by
Turkey in November 2015.

But the burgeoning alliance with Moscow, which also
includes cooperation in trade, energy and defense, is now
of critical importance to Ankara at a time when a crisis in
relations with the US has caused the Turkish lira to bleed
value. “There is still a hope in Moscow to find an agree-
ment with Ankara that could allow the Syrian regime to
take control of Idlib without a new rupture with Turkey,”
Kerim Has, a Moscow-based analyst on Turkish-Russian
relations said. He said Moscow was carefully watching
Turkey-US ties and could launch a full operation at the
“moment when the Turkish leadership is in most desperate
need of the Kremlin’s encouragement during a deepening
Turkey-US crisis.”

‘Limited offensive’
Turkish Foreign Minister Mevlut Cavusoglu on Friday

led a delegation including Defense Minister Hulusi Akar
and spy chief Hakan Fidan to Moscow to discuss the Idlib
situation and also Moscow’s planned delivery of S-400
missile systems to Turkey. Cavusoglu warned that a “mili-
tary solution” in Idlib, which he said is now home to 3.5

million people, would be a “catastrophe” and provoke a
new refugee influx into Turkey where three million Syrians
already live.

But he also said “radical groups and terrorists” in Idlib
should be “neutralized”, in comments seen as indicating
Ankara could support a limited intervention. Russian
Foreign Minister Sergei Lavrov said a differentiation
should be made between moderate rebels and extremists,
like the Hayat Tahrir al-Sham group (HTS) who control
much of Idlib. In a sign of the importance of the visit,
Cavusoglu was received by President Putin, who praised
the “deep cooperation” over Syria. Cavusoglu told Putin
“your dear friend Mr Erdogan” expected him in Istanbul
soon for dinner at a fish restaurant.

“Russia and Turkey are trying to find agreement with
suitable terms for both sides,” Timur Akhmetov, Ankara-
based researcher at the Russian International Affairs
Council said. He predicted Russia and the Syrian regime
would launch a “limited offensive” against groups linked to
former Al-Qaeda affiliate Al-Nusra Front-especially on
factions that have irritated Moscow by launching swarm
attacks with drones against its Hmeimim base, the heart of
Russian operations in Syria. “Russia is trying to encourage
Turkey to have the opposition contribute to the offensive

and in return, these groups will be spared from air
attacks,” Akhmetov added.

‘Direct opposition’ 
Yet as has been the case repeatedly for Idlib, a limited

offensive will only temporarily sidestep the key issue, namely
who will control the province long-term and eventually post-
war. And even if Russia can agree a compromise, it is not
always the case that Assad automatically follows Moscow’s
line or that his other main ally Iran backs the Kremlin. “The
Russians and the Turks will be hard pressed to reach a sus-
tainable, long-term agreement acceptable to the regime in
northwestern Syria,” Elizabeth Teoman, Turkey analyst for the
Institute for the Study of War (ISW) said. Turkey has set up 12
so-called observation points in Idlib staffed by its military,
ostensibly aimed at monitoring a de-escalation zone but which
also serve to protect Ankara’s interests. Teoman said Erdogan
could contemplate a possible limited offensive-with Russian
and Turkish interests overlapping for now on limiting a
refugee influx and promoting reconstruction in Idlib. She said
the current discussions likely did not represent an “imminent
breaking point” between Moscow and Ankara but warned:
“Turkey’s aspirations are in direct opposition to Assad’s goals
to crush the remnants of the Syrian rebellion.” — AFP 

TEHRAN: Members of the Iranian Parliament gesture as President Hassan Rouhani (not pictured) speaks in the capital
Tehran yesterday. It was the first time Rouhani had been summoned by parliament in his five years in power, with MPs
demanding answers on unemployment, rising prices and the collapsing value of the rial, which has lost more than half
its value since April. — AFP 

Terminator’s troops
slaughtered civilians 
with their machetes
THE HAGUE: Former Congolese warlord Bosco Ntaganda
was a dreaded commander whose troops slaughtered
civilians with machetes and disembowelled pregnant
women, the International Criminal Court (ICC) heard yes-
terday. In their closing statements against the man nick-
named “The Terminator,” prosecutors described how his
rebel army conducted a reign of terror in Ituri, in north-
eastern Democratic Republic of Congo, in 2002 and 2003.
“A lot of people were executed by hand, with machetes,”
ICC chief prosecutor Fatou Bensouda told a three-judge
bench at the Hague-based tribunal.

“Some of them were disembowelled, even pregnant
woman as well. They took the foetuses out of the women,”
Bensouda said, quoting a witness’s testimony during the
trial. Ntaganda faces 13 counts of war crimes and five
counts of crimes against humanity for his role in the brutal
conflict that devastated the DR Congo’s east more than 15
years ago. “The evidence has proven beyond all reason-
able doubt that Bosco Ntaganda is indeed guilty of the
crimes charged against him,” Bensouda said.

Sex slaves 
Ntaganda, dressed in a black suit, dark-blue shirt

and striped black tie and with a pencil moustache, lis-
tened intently with his glasses perched on his nose and
occasionally taking notes. The Rwandan-born former

rebel chief pleaded not guilty to the charges at the start
of his trial in September 2015. Yesterday, prosecutors
said Ntaganda was central to planning operations for
the Union of Congolese Patriots and its military wing,
the Patriotic Forces for the Liberation of Congo (FPLC).
Known as a charismatic commander with a penchant for
cowboy hats and f ine dining, prosecutors said
Ntaganda used child soldiers and coerced women sol-
diers into sexual slavery while attacking civilians on
ethnic grounds.

Ntaganda also “personally committed crimes,”
Bensouda said. “He persecuted and attacked civilians, he
murdered them, pillaged their goods, destroyed their
churches and hospitals,” in a bid to rid Ituri of Lendu and
other inhabitants who were not from the Hema ethnic
group, he said. At least 800 people were killed by the
FPLC as it battled rival militias for control of the mineral-
rich area. Prosecutors in particular singled out Ntaganda
for allegedly leading a November 2002 attack on the gold
mining town of Mongbwalu that lasted six days and left
200 villagers dead.

‘Soldier, not criminal’ 
The soft-spoken Ntaganda however during his trial

balked at the “Terminator” nickname and told judges he
was a “soldier, not a criminal”. Ntaganda wants to present
himself as a “human being”, his lawyer Stephane Bourgon
said. He said his client was likely to make a statement dur-
ing the closing arguments. The first-ever suspect to volun-
tarily surrender to the ICC, Ntaganda walked into the US
embassy in Kigali in 2013 and asked to be sent to the
court. Ntaganda is also a founding member of the M23
rebel group, which was eventually defeated by Congolese
government forces five years ago. More than 60,000 peo-

ple have been killed since violence erupted in the volatile
Ituri region in 1999, according to rights groups. This
week’s hearings will run from Tuesday to Thursday.

It could take months, even years, before the ICC’s
judges hand down a verdict. The three-day hearing is set
to be followed with interest after the surprise acquittal
of another former Congolese leader, Jean-Pierre Bemba.
Initially sentenced to 18 years for war crimes committed
by his troops in the Central African Republic, Bemba was
acquitted on appeal in June. He has since returned to
Kinshasa. However, Ntaganda’s former FPLC command-
er, Thomas Lubanga, was sentenced to 14 years’ jail in
2012. That was the second conviction by the court since
it was set up 16 years ago to try the world’s most horrific
crimes. — AFP 

THE HAGUE: Former Congolese warlord Bosco Ntaganda arrives
at the courtroom of the International Criminal Court (ICC) during
the closing statements of his trial yesterday. — AFP 

Leah Sharibu
AQRABAT, Syria: This file photograph taken in the Syrian village of Aqrabat, in the Harem district of Idlib
province, on the border with Turkey, shows pro-Ankara rebels walking next to the three-meter high fortifica-
tion, built by the Turkish government along its border with Syria. — AFP 


