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WASHINGTON: Donald Trump yesterday bowed to pres-
sure to honor the late John McCain, ordering the lowering
of flags across the country to half-staff, as the late senator
fired a parting shot at the president in a farewell message
to the nation. Trump’s about-face came after he found
himself mired in controversy over his rather conspicuous
failure to pay tribute to McCain, who died Saturday at 81
after a year-long battle with brain cancer. When veterans’
groups launched appeals for a more fitting salute to
McCain, a Navy veteran who was imprisoned for more
than five years in Vietnam, the Republican leader-who had
no love lost for the Arizona senator-blinked.

“Despite our differences on policy and politics, I
respect Senator John McCain’s service to our country,”
Trump said in a statement as he ordered the flag atop the
White House and elsewhere to fly at half-staff until
McCain’s burial on Sunday. The White House flag was low-
ered after McCain’s death on Saturday-but it was once
again at the top of the flagpole on Monday morning.
Trump’s initial silence about McCain underscored the iso-
lation of the US leader and fueled criticism that he is inca-
pable of bringing a divided nation together even as it
mourns a man widely seen as an American hero and a
political icon.

In Phoenix, where a week of tributes to McCain was
soon to get underway, Rick Davis, the two-time presidential
candidate’s former campaign manager, confirmed that Trump
would not be attending the funeral. The president himself

said Vice President Mike Pence would speak at a ceremony
honoring McCain at the US Capitol on Friday. White House
chief of staff John Kelly, Defense Secretary James Mattis and
National Security Advisor John Bolton would represent the
administration at his services, he added.

‘Tribal rivalries’ 
In Phoenix, Davis read a posthumous statement from

McCain that did not spare Trump. “We weaken our great-
ness when we confuse our patriotism with tribal rivalries
that have sown resentment and hatred and violence in all
the corners of the globe,” McCain said. “We weaken it
when we hide behind walls, rather than tear them down,
when we doubt the power of our ideals, rather than trust

them to be the great force for change they have always
been,” he said - an apparent reference to Trump’s plans for
a border wall. “I lived and died a proud American. We are
citizens of the world’s greatest republic, a nation of ideals,
not blood and soil,” McCain continued. “Do not despair of
our present difficulties but believe always in the promise
and greatness of America, because nothing is inevitable
here,” he said, adding that the country “will get through
these challenging times.”

‘Not a war hero’ 
McCain, who served as a senator from Arizona for more

than 30 years, clashed repeatedly with Trump even though
they were both Republicans, and the president initially
paid scant tribute to the senator after his death. The
Washington Post reported that White House Press
Secretary Sarah Sanders, Chief of Staff Kelly and other
senior staff had urged a statement be released referring to
McCain as a “hero”-but Trump opted to tweet instead.
“My deepest sympathies and respect go out to the family
of Senator John McCain,” Trump tweeted. “Our hearts and
prayers are with you!” That had been the extent of Trump’s
remarks on McCain’s passing until the White House state-
ment on Monday. 

McCain’s remains will lie in state at Arizona’s capitol
today, before a public viewing Friday in the rotunda of the
US Capitol-an honor reserved for the likes of John F.
Kennedy, Ronald Reagan and civil rights champion Rosa

Parks. The two men who defeated McCain in his White
House campaigns, Republican George W Bush in 2000
and Democrat Barack Obama in 2008, are expected to
deliver eulogies at a Saturday service at the National
Cathedral in Washington. McCain will be buried Sunday at
the US Naval Academy in Annapolis, Maryland, in a pri-
vate funeral service.

Bipartisan praise
In Washington, McCain’s death has been a rare occa-

sion for bipartisan praise for his lifetime in public service.
Tributes have poured in from every living former presi-
dent, honoring the former Navy aviator for his courage,
integrity and decency. On Capitol Hill, his desk on the
Senate floor was draped with a black cloth, and adorned
with a bowl of white roses.

The enmity between Trump and McCain dates from the
day the real estate tycoon announced his candidacy for
the Republican presidential nomination with an attack on
Mexican immigrants as criminals and rapists. During the
2016 campaign, Trump said of McCain: “He’s a war hero
because he was captured. I like people that weren’t cap-
tured.” In the years since, McCain was Trump’s loudest
Republican critic, especially as the president disrupted
America’s long-time alliances. After Trump met in Helsinki
with Russian President Vladimir Putin, McCain called it
“one of the most disgraceful performances by an American
president in memory.” — AFP 

In U-turn, Trump lowers flag for McCain
US president under pressure to honor late senator 

India manned 
space mission 
to cost $1.4bn
NEW DELHI: India said yesterday it expected to spend less than
100 billion rupees ($1.43 billion) on its first manned space mission
to be launched by 2022, suggesting it is likely to be cheaper than
similar projects by the United States and China. India is cultivating
a reputation as a low-cost space power, after the 2014 launch of an
unmanned Mars mission at a cost of $74 million, or less than the
budget of the Hollywood space blockbuster “Gravity” and a frac-
tion of the $671 million the US space agency NASA spent on its
MAVEN Mars mission. 

The Indian manned mission, announced this month by Prime
Minister Narendra Modi and to be led by the Indian Space
Research Organization (ISRO), will aim to send a three-member
crew to space for five to seven days in a craft that will be placed in
a low earth orbit of 300-400 km, the Department of Space said in a
statement.

“ISRO has developed some critical technologies like re-entry
mission capability, crew escape system, crew module configuration,
thermal protection system, deceleration and floatation system, sub-
systems of life support system etc required for this program,” the
statement said. ISRO Chairman K Sivan said the agency had “per-
fected the engineering aspects of the mission”, although it was new
to the field of bioscience - dealing with living beings.

Private agencies will also participate in the mission, and ISRO
might consider collaborations with space agencies from “friendly
countries with advanced space programs”, the statement added.
India’s neighbor and old rival China first sent humans to space in
2003, becoming only the third country to have such capability
after Russia and the United States. China’s Shenzhou program is
secretively run through military and government agencies and its
budget is not public. In 2003, officials said it had cost 18 billion
yuan ($2.62 billion).

India’s space program has a total budget of around $4 billion,
and Modi’s government hopes recent satellite launches - many on
behalf of foreign governments - would improve its prospects of
winning a larger share of the more than $300 billion global space
industry. Earlier this month, NASA unveiled its analysis of data
collected from lunar orbit by an Indian spacecraft. The findings
marked the first time scientists confirmed by direct observation
the presence of water on the moon’s surface - in hundreds of
patches of ice deposited in the darkest and coldest reaches of its
polar regions. — Reuters

WASHINGTON: This combination of pictures shows the US flag above the White House in Washington, DC, as the US flag returned to full staff two days after the death at US Senator John McCain.  — AFP 
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Germany reels as
far-right ‘mobs’ 
go on rampage
BERLIN: Germany was reeling yesterday as xenopho-
bia reared its head with far-right protests degenerat-
ing into attacks against foreign-looking people,
adding fuel to an already explosive debate over
migrants. After Sunday’s fatal stabbing of a German
man, 35, allegedly by a Syrian and an Iraqi, thousands
of protesters descended on the streets of Chemnitz for
two straight days, some bearing insignia of the far-
right AfD and neo-Nazi NPD parties.

Six people were injured on Monday as pyrotech-
nics and other objects were hurled by the far-right
camp as well as anti-fascist counter-protesters in the
east German city. Police also reported assaults by
extremists against at least three foreigners on Sunday,
while investigations were opened in 10 cases of the
protesters performing the Hitler salute.

“Of course history is not repeating itself, but that a
far-right mob is on a rampage in the middle of
Germany and the authorities are overwhelmed, is rem-
iniscent of the situation during the Weimar Republic,”
noted Spiegel Online. The Weimar years were marked
by the formation of paramilitary groups, such as the
Sturmabteilung or SA, which eventually helped the
Nazis to power. Josef Schuster, who chairs the Central
Council of Jews in Germany, also voiced his alarm,
saying it is “now the responsibility of citizens to
counter the far-right mob”.

“It must never be accepted in Germany again for
people to be attacked because of their appearances or
their backgrounds.” Anetta Kahane of the anti-racism
Amadeu Antonio Foundation told rolling news channel
NTV that people have the right to demonstrate. But
he added: “What happened in Chemnitz went beyond
that - it was incitement to hatred and the propagation
of pogrom sentiment.” Noting that chatter among far-
right sympathizers online is “extremely brutal, as calls
are made blatantly for murder and killings”, Kahane
said authorities need to crack down.

‘Nothing more dangerous’
Saxony state, where Chemnitz is located and which

is the birthplace of the Islamophobic PEGIDA street
movement, has repeatedly come under intense scruti-

ny as it is a hotbed for hate crimes. Misgivings run
deep in the state against the arrival since 2015 of more
than a million asylum seekers, many from war-torn
Syria and Iraq. Railing against the newcomers, the far-
right AfD party has made significant gains in the state
and is poised to become the second biggest party in
Saxony’s regional elections next year.

With a new demonstration expected from 1300
GMT outside the Saxony state parliament in Dresden,
criticism grew louder against the authorities’ failure to
keep the far-right in check. “The state can never allow
our streets to be overrun by far-right mobs,” said Bild
daily, adding that at the same time, Berlin needs to
promptly deport criminal foreigners. “For too long,
nothing has been done. That’s why confidence in the
state is buckling. That’s why racists like in Chemnitz

think they can do what they want. Nothing can be
more dangerous for our country.”

Frankfurter Allgemeine Zeitung noted that “where
such hunting down of foreigners is possible, the rule of
law has abdicated,” while Die Welt daily warned that
“the rule of law and police now stand before a test”.
“There cannot be a zone of violence, there is no such
thing as partial security,” said Welt. Amid the alarm,
criticism grew against Interior Minister Horst Seehofer
for not making a public statement on the violence.
“Could be that some of his voters in Bavaria are
secretly pleased that people are running through
Chemnitz shouting ‘foreigners out’. But that can’t mean
that the interior minister and leader of the CSU party
ducks under cowardly,” said Spiegel. “It is time for
Seehofer to take a stand.” — AFP 

SAXONY: Right wing demonstrators light flares in Chemnitz, eastern Germany, following the death of
a 35-year-old German national who died in hospital after a “dispute between several people of dif-
ferent nationalities”, according to the police. — AFP 


