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By Ben Garcia 

KUWAIT: If you are above 40 and apply
for a driver’s license or its renewal, you
have to provide a photograph with glass-
es. If not, you will be instructed to revisit
the eye clinic to make sure you can see
properly. You will be given an application
form by the traffic department and the
paper should be taken directly to the
Qurtuba eye checkup center. The check-
up is free of charge. Ophthalmologists
agree that after reaching 40, the eyesight
of a majority of people slowly deterio-
rates and wearing eyeglasses or contact
lenses is necessary. 

An eye checkup is part of the process
to obtain a driver’s license. A Filipino man
renewing his driver’s license had to

undergo an eye checkup once again
because he is over 40. “I was told to go
for an eye checkup because I was not
wearing glasses in my photograph and I
am 40,” he said. “The doctor at the eye
clinic told me maybe if I attach a photo-
graph in the application wearing glasses,
perhaps they will not ask to visit the eye
clinic. So, he advised me to change my
photo on the application form,” the Pinoy
applicant told Kuwait Times.

The applicant must go to the license
section at the traffic department of the
governorate in which they reside. The
documents needed include the original
passport, copies of the civil ID, two
passport-size photographs, a letter of
consent by the company if employed,
the copy of the work permit issued by
the ministry of social affairs and labor
or a letter of employment from a min-
istry and eye and blood test reports.
New applicants however are asked to
submit not just the abovementioned
documents, but also attested degrees
and a salary certificate showing a mini-
mum monthly salary of KD 400. Some
professions are exempted from these
tedious requirements. 
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Teacher ‘Tasered’ in Sulaibiya school

By Hanan Al-Saadoun and Meshaal Al-Enezi

KUWAIT: Kout and Wafra fire stations responded to a call
about a fire in building in Sabah Al-Ahmad City. A man,
three women and three children were trapped in the bed-
room on the first floor because of the fire, which started in
the kitchen. The family was rescued and the fire put out. A
woman and a child suffered smoke inhalation and were
treated onsite. Separately, a fire broke out in a makeshift

structure at an Abdaly farm. Abdaly fire center responded
and put out the blaze. No injuries were reported. In anoth-
er case, a fire in a Jleeb building prompted Jleeb fire sta-
tion to respond, backed by Ardiya fire station. The fire was
put out quickly without injuries.

Teacher assaulted
The assistant principal of a Sulaibiya school Tasered a teacher

and rendered him unconscious. No reason was given for this attack.

Employees questioned
The Ministry of Public Works (MPW) is sect to ques-

tion all employees who received bachelor’s, master’s and
PhD degrees since 2008 without leaving Kuwait in order
to recover the money they received. They will also be sent
to the public prosecution.

Environmental law
The Environment Public Authority (EPA) said a man

was seen uprooting wild plants in Jahra protectorate. He
was issued a citation according to article 105 of the envi-
ronmental law.

Birds’ import ban
The Public Authority for Agricultural Affairs and

Fish Resources (PAAAFR) banned the import of all live
birds and day-old chicks from Malaysia and Germany
due to bird flu.

Woman, child hurt in
Sabah Al-Ahmad City fire

KUWAIT: Firefighters take a break while tackling a blaze at a Sabah Al-Ahmad City home yesterday. The kitchen as seen after the fire was extinguished.

Efforts to increase
Kuwaiti laborers
in private sector
By A Saleh

KUWAIT: Informed sources said the min-
isterial committee dealing with the demo-
graphic structure is set to hold a meeting
next week to discuss views to start proce-
dures to implement the executive roadmap
that is seeking correction of the population
imbalance in Kuwait and getting rid of
marginal labor in Kuwait. Sources said that
Minister of Social Affairs and Labor and
State Minister for Economic Affairs Hind
Al-Sabeeh will chair the meeting, and rec-
ommendations will be sent to the Council

of Ministers for approval. Sources said the
first results of this meeting is correcting
percentages of Kuwaiti labor in the private
sector, as the percentage of Kuwaitis will
be raised to 90 percent in banks, commu-
nications and administrative jobs.

Saad Al-Abdullah Road
The Public Authority for Roads and

Transport has completed 53 percent of the
new segment of Saad Al-Abdullah Road.
Project’s manager Jaber Al-Qallaf said
huge progress has been made in the proj-
ect at a cost of KD 97.960 million.

KUWAIT: Farwaniya public cleanliness and road occupancy department car-
ried out a campaign targeting debris and scrap, in which they hauled 5,168
cubic meters, washed 1,350 garbage dumpsters of various sizes, replaced
81 containers and removed nine abandoned cars. — By Hanan Al-Saadoun


