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CHINA WIN MIXED AND WOMEN’S
DOUBLES TITLES
China won gold in the women’s doubles and
mixed doubles badminton competitions after
failing to win a singles medal at the Games for
the first time since 1970. Japan’s Olympic cham-
pions Misaki Matsutomo and Ayaka Takahashi
gave up leads in both games to lose the
women’s doubles final 22-20 22-20 to Chinese
duo Chen Qingchen and Jia Yifan. In the mixed
doubles final, China’s Zheng Siwei and Huang
Yaqiong thrashed Hong Kong pair Tang Chun
Man and Tse Ying Suet 21-8 21-15.

SAMBA SECURES 400M HURDLES
GOLD FOR QATAR
Abderrahman Samba secured Qatar’s third gold
of the meet with a victory in the 400 metres
hurdles. The 22-year-old crossed the line in
47.66 seconds, a new Games record. Dharun
Ayyasamy of India finished in second, and
Japan’s Takatoshi Abe completed the podium
with a third-place finish.

SINGAPORE CLAIM BRIDGE GOLD
Singapore men’s bridge team outplayed Hong
Kong to claim their third gold of the meet, after
swimmer Joseph Schooling’s double at the
Jakarta pool last week.

INDONESIA NOTCH EIGHTH
PENCAK SILAT GOLD
Abdul Malik won Indonesia’s eighth gold in
Pencak Silat, beating Muhammad Faizul M
Nasir of Malaysia 5-0 in the 50 to 55kg final.

HOSTS INDONESIA SURPASS
PRE-GAMES GOLD TARGET
Indonesia won two more gold medals in the
local martial art of pencak silat to reach a total
of 17, one more than their pre-Games goal. Aji
Bangkit Pamungkas won in the men’s 85-90kg
event while Komang Harik Adi Putra won in the
men’s 65-70kg category.

JAPANESE ARCHERS WIN
MIXED TEAM RECURVE GOLD
Japanese archers Tomomi Sugimoto and
Takaharu Furukawa won gold in the mixed team
recurve competition with a 6-0 victory over
North Korea’s Kang Un Ju and Pak Yong Won in
the final.

KAZAKHSTAN’S GAFUROVA
WINS KARATE GOLD
Kazakhstan’s Guzaliya Gafurova successfully
defended her title in the karate 68kg women’s
event. China’s Tang Lingling claimed silver.

TAIWAN’S MEN WIN TEAM
RECURVE ARCHERY GOLD
Taiwan’s male archers avenged the defeat of
their women’s team by South Korea earlier on
Monday, winning the recurve team gold with a
5-3 victory in the final.

SOUTH KOREAN WOMEN
CONTINUE ARCHERY DOMINANCE
South Korean archers claimed gold in the
women’s recurve team event to extend their
winning streak to six Games. The trio of Chang
Hye-jin, Kang Chae-won and Lee Eun-gyeong
beat Taiwan 5-3 at the GBK Archery Field.
Japan claimed bronze. — Reuters

DAY NINE OF THE ASIAN GAMES

N Korea win eighth weightlifting 
gold, celebrate alongside South

JAKARTA: Kim Kuk Hyang extended North Korea’s
record tally to eight Asian Games weightlifting golds yes-
terday before there were remarkable scenes as they were
joined in celebration by their South Korean neighbours.
The two countries are technically still at war but it did not
stop their weightlifters exchanging warm greetings and
posing for photos together as eight days of competition at
the Jakarta International Expo drew to a close. South
Korea finished a distance behind their neighbours from
across the fortified border with three silvers and two
bronzes. “Although our rankings were different in the
medals table, I think we have shown the world that the
people of Korea are the greatest as one,” Kim said. “I was
worried I would be the only one not to do it, but since I
won the gold medal I am very happy,” said Kim after com-
pleting North Korea’s record haul of eight of the 15 golds
on offer. They also bagged a silver and a bronze.

Kim enjoyed a comfortable win in the heaviest women’s
class of +75kg with a total of 291kg as the secretive nation
doubled their previous highest Asian Games weightlifting
best of four golds set at Incheon 2014. South Korea’s Son
Young-hee took the silver on 282kg and Thailand’s
Duangaksorn Chaidee the bronze with 280kg.

GIANT HAT-TRICK 
Earlier Behdad Salimikordasiabi became only the third

weightlifter in history to complete a hat-trick of Asian
Games wins. Salimikordasiabi, the 2012 Olympic champion
in the men’s superheavyweight (+105kg) class, vanquished
controversial doping cheat Saeid Alihosseini in a battle of
the Iranian giants. Salimikordasiabi, who won gold at
Guangzhou 2010 and Incheon 2014, battled his country-

man lift-for-lift in a two-horse race for gold.
In claiming his third gold Salimikordasiabi matched

South Korean superheavyweight Kim Tae-hyun, who won
in the 1990, 1994 and 1998 Asian Games, and Iranian great
Mohammad Nassiri, who won lightweight categories in the
1966, 1970 and 1974 Asiads.

“I’m so happy that after Mohammad Nassiri I am only
the second man from Iran to win three gold medals in the
Asian Games,” he told AFP after his winning total of 461kg.
The pair could not be separated after both opened with a
snatch of 208kg, but it was Salimikordasiabi who prevailed
with his final clean and jerk of 253kg, removing his shoes
and belt and kneeling to kiss the stage in thanks.

Alihosseini controversially took silver ahead of
Salimikordasiabi in the 2017 world championships in
Anaheim in his first competition after returning from an
eight-year doping ban. The 2012 Olympic champion
Salimikordasiabi revealed he been hampered by a leg
injury that required surgery after last year’s Worlds in the
Californian city. “After my operation I’ve had a very bad
feeling here,” he said pointing to his left knee. 

“It had been very hard to train. I don’t know how I won.
I was determined to do my best. That’s why I give thanks to
God.” Alihosseini failed with his final attempt at 254kg on
Monday and had to settle for silver on 456kg. Alihosseini
was originally banned for life from weightlifting for repeat-
ed positive tests for anabolic steroids. He was reprieved in
2017 when his suspension was changed to 12 and then cut
to eight years. Rustam Djangabaev of Uzbekistan, fourth in
last year’s world championships, was edged into bronze
after a lifetime best clean and jerk of 252kg took him to
455kg, just 1kg adrift of Alihosseini. — AFP

Salimikordasiabi only third weightlifter in history to complete hat-trick 

JAKARTA: Gold medallist North Korea’s Kim Kuk Hyang (C) celebrates with teammates during the awards ceremo-
ny for the women’s +75kg weightlifting event during 2018 Asian Games in Jakarta yesterday. — AFP

JAKARTA:  Highlights of day 10 of the 18th Asian
Games in Jakarta and Palembang yesterday.

JAKARTA: Most athletes are happy to let their per-
formance do the talking but India’s hockey goalkeeper
PR Sreejesh sees strenuously exercising his vocal cords
a key part of his job. The 30-year-old was at his best in
Sunday’s 5-3 win against South Korea at the Asian
Games as India chalked up their fourth successive vic-
tory in Pool A to secure a place in the semi-finals.

But with the reigning champions conceding their
first three goals of tournament after a hat-trick of clean
sheets, it was little surprise that his team mates came in
for a particularly animated harangue from the man
between the posts. Sreejesh, though, explained that it
was not just a matter of personal frustration on his part.
“That’s my job actually,” he said with a smile, his voice

still hoarse from more than an hour of constantly cheer-
ing and chiding team mates.

“It’s very important for a goalkeeper to be vocal.
Usually players go quiet under pressure. As a goal-
keeper, it’s your duty to bring them back into the game.
“I’m the goalkeeper of this team, which makes me the
second coach, who can see the entire field and tell
where mistakes are happening. It’s my responsibility to
talk to my defenders and my midfielders.”

A sore threat is often the price he ends up paying for
unleashing his verbal volleys and Sreejesh said he had
come prepared. “In our training camp in Bangalore, I
did a lot of chattering, which sort of helped me pre-
pare,” he said. “But yes, sometimes you end up with a
sore throat when you’re too much into talking.”

It was more than just talking against South Korea
though. Sreejesh snarled and grumbled from behind the
grill and, on several occasions, took his helmet off to
lambast his wayward team mates. “See, that’s a normal
reaction, when your expectations are really high from
your team mates,” he added, mopping the sweat from
his brow. “When they make silly mistakes, there’s bound
to be some anger. They also know that and they always

react in a positive way.” In four matches in Jakarta,
continental powerhouse India have racked up 56 goals
- 26 alone in a rout of Hong Kong - to remain on course
for a successful title defence which would secure them
a place at the 2020 Tokyo Olympics.

Their form means Sreejesh has been the least busy
member of the squad - Hong Kong managed no shots
on goal - but the player from Kerala said such lop-
sided matches did test a goalkeeper’s focus.

“In a 60-minute match, maybe you get one ball but
you have to concentrate full 60 minutes just for that
ball,” he said. “Matches like that can put you into a
switch-off mode. That’s when you need to talk even
more to stay involved.” Against South Korea, India
raced to a 3-0 lead before taking their foot off the
pedal and allowing their opponents successive goals to
get back into the contest. “We suddenly put ourselves
under unnecessary pressure and retreated into a
defensive shell,” Sreejesh said. “In times like that, you
need to communicate well from behind, reminding
everyone their duty - to mark rivals and not leave gaps
which they can exploit.” India play neighbours Sri
Lanka today. — Reuters

Vocal volleys part of 
the job for India’s 
hockey goalie

JAKARTA: India’s Dutee Chand has gone through some
pretty dark days over the last few years as she battled
to compete in athletics despite her hyperandrogenism
but all that was forgotten once she had her Asian
Games 100 metres silver medal in her hands.

The 22-year-old from Odisha has long lived with the
condition which naturally produces high testosterone
levels and for a year saw her unable to run in
International Association of Athletics Federations
(IAAF) competition.

It was her appeal to the Court of Arbitration for
Sport (CAS) that saw the IAAF ban struck down for
two years in 2016 and yesterday she finished two hun-
dredths of a second behind Edidiong Odiong in the
blue riband sprint.

“I’ll tell you how I feel,” she told reporters. “When a
mother gives birth to a child, she goes through a lot of
pain. But she forgets everything the moment she sees
the baby. “I’m having the same feeling. It has erased all
my nightmares. It’s a big moment for me.”

Chand thanked the legal team who fought her case
at CAS, which paved the way for athletes with hyperan-
drogenism to compete in 100m and 200m. Despite
being the first Indian woman since 1980 to compete in
the 100m at the Olympics in Rio two years ago, Chand
has been subject to abuse for being “unfeminine” by
some in her homeland.

She was unable to reach the final in Brazil but won
two bronze medals at last year’s Asian athletics champi-
onships in Bhubaneswar before going one better in
Jakarta yesterday. “Those memories troubled me a lot,”
she said. “People used to say a lot of things about me. I
ignored everything and focused on training, and I never
lost faith in God.

“I worked six hours a day, every day ... I gave every-

thing for the gold but it was God’s wish.” Nigerian-
born Bahraini Odiong pipped Chand to the gold with a
late surge, something the Indian blamed on her inexpe-
rience. “I have not participated in many international
events, while the girl who won the gold is a regular,”
she said. “Experience matters a lot at this level. I’m still
happy because I’m returning with a medal. It was a
good race.” — Reuters

Jakarta silver erases 
nightmares for
tormented Indian
sprinter Chand

JAKARTA:  (L-R) China’s Liang Xiaojing, India’s Dutee Chand and Kazakhstan’s Olga Safronova compete in the
women’s 100m athletics event during the 2018 Asian Games in Jakarta. – AFP

JAKARTA: Su Bingtian’s Asian Games gold in the 100
metres came as little surprise to many, including athletics
boss Sebastian Coe, long an admirer of the pint-sized
Chinese sprinter. The 28-year-old streaked to victory in a
competition record of 9.92 seconds in Jakarta at the week-
end, missing the continental record by the tiniest of frac-
tions. Su edged out Nigeria-born Qatari Tosin Ogunode-
younger brother of Femi Ogunode, with whom the Chinese
star shares the continental best of 9.91 — on a night when
six African-born athletes bagged six track and field golds
at Asia’s showcase sports event.

Ryota Yamagata-part of the 4x100m Japan team that
took silver behind Usain Bolt’s Jamaica at the 2016 Rio
Olympics, took bronze, underlining Coe’s confidence in the
future of Asian sprinting. “You could argue Japan and
China are two of the most improved athletics nations over
the last six or seven years,” the Briton said in an interview
with news agencies.

“For me it’s very clear-they’re making very good
progress. If we’d been sitting here a decade ago, talking
about potential here for a China athlete to run 9.8, you’d
have probably taken quite long odds on that.”

Coe, president of track and field’s governing IAAF,
pointed to China’s willingness to embrace overseas coach-
es after years of fostering suspicion of state-sponsored
doping. Su is coached by American coach Randy
Huntington, while swim star Sun Yang’s partnership with
Australian Denis Cotterell has helped turn him into a
world-beater.

“If you look at the Chinese federation, they’ve been
quite global,” said Coe. “They’ve recognised there are

gaps in their own coaching structures and said ‘hey, let’s
bring that talent to the table’. “It’s a pragmatic approach.
There’s been a greater clarity around the importance of
coaching.” Coe is aware of the massive void left by athlet-
ics mega-star Bolt after the Jamaican legend’s retirement
last year. But he also wants athletes to be personalities
who can connect with fans. “I’m a boxing fan,” said Coe,
twice an Olympic 1,500m champion. 

“If we’d been sitting in the 70s, you’d probably be say-
ing to me what on earth are we going to be doing after
Muhammad Ali? But actually, Floyd Mayweather, Hagler,
Hearns come along. “Do they suddenly replace
Muhammad Ali? No. Should we suddenly expect these
athletes to replace him? No,” he added.

“Because Usain is not simply thought about at the
status that he’s thought about because he’s got a sack
full of world records and he’s got a clutch of Olympic
titles.  “It’s actually because he’s a personality. It’s per-
formance plus personality. We’ve got to help the athletes
tell their stories.”—AFP

No Bolt, no cry 
for Coe after Su 
wins sprint crown


