
NEW YORK: Luke Voit hit a two-run homer, his third
long ball of the series, and the visiting New York
Yankees defeated the Baltimore Orioles 5-3 Sunday
night to complete a four-game series sweep. The
Yankees pulled within six games of first-place Boston in
the American League East. The last-place Orioles lost
their eighth game in a row. Handed an early lead, New
York starter Luis Severino posted his major-league-best
17th win of the season. Severino (17-6) allowed three
runs (two earned) on four hits in 5 2/3 innings. He struck
out eight and walked two.

RAYS 9, RED SOX 1
Blake Snell became the majors’ fourth 16-game win-

ner, and Tampa Bay became the first team this season to
sweep a three-game series from Boston with a blowout
at St. Petersburg, Fla. Matt Duffy scored twice, had
three hits and drove in two runs, spearheading a 12-hit
attack that propelled the Rays to their second eight-
game winning streak of the season. Snell (16-5) limited
the Red Sox to one run on two hits in six innings. He
walked two and struck out eight.

PHILLIES 8, BLUE JAYS 3
Rhys Hoskins, Carlos Santana, Maikel Franco and

Wilson Ramos hit home runs to help Philadelphia avoid
a three-game sweep at Toronto. Ramos was 4-for-5 and
had three RBIs as the Phillies won for only the second
time in their past eight games. Kendrys Morales extend-
ed his homer streak to a club-record seven games when
he hit a two-run blast for the Blue Jays. Morales has hit
eight home runs during the streak. He also has a 10-
game hitting streak.

NATIONALS 15, METS 0
Juan Soto’s RBI groundout in the sixth inning

snapped Washington’s 32 1/3-inning scoreless drought,
and the Nationals added their most prolific inning of the
season, an eight-run, eighth-inning outburst that lifted
them to a rout of host New York. The Nationals, who
tied a franchise record by being shut out in their previ-
ous three games, salvaged the finale of the three-game
series. The Mets have won 14 of 23. Adam Eaton had
four hits and Anthony Rendon had three hits for the
Nationals, and Mark Reynolds hit a grand slam.

BRAVES 4, MARLINS 0
Five pitchers combined on a two-hit shutout as first-

place Atlanta broke a two-game losing streak with a win
at Miami. Braves starter Kevin Gausman (9-9) allowed
one hit-a single by opposing pitcher Pablo Lopez-one
walk and no runs in five innings. He struck out five.
Gausman is 4-1 with a 1.69 ERA since Atlanta acquired
him from the Baltimore Orioles in a July 31 trade. Jesse
Biddle, Dan Winkler, Brad Brach and A.J. Minter each
pitched one scoreless inning to complete the shutout.
Ronald Acuna Jr., Ender Inciarte and Tyler Flowers had
two hits each to lead Atlanta’s offense.

INDIANS 12, ROYALS 5
Jason Kipnis hit an inside-the-park home run, col-

lected four hits and drove in four runs as Cleveland won

at Kansas City, Mo. Kipnis lined a shot off the top of the
wall in the right field corner in the top of the ninth inning
as outfielder Alex Gordon crashed into the fence and
then tumbled to the warning track. The ball bounced
toward center field, allowing Kipnis to score standing
up. Edwin Encarnacion added a two-run homer for the
American League Central-leading Indians, who snapped
a four-game losing streak and avoided a three-game
sweep against the last-place team in the division.

BREWERS 7, PIRATES 4
Mike Moustakas and Manny Pina hit two-run homers

during a six-run third inning as Milwaukee downed vis-
iting Pittsburgh. Jonathan Schoop also homered for the
Brewers, who took two of three games in the series and
remained 4 1/2 games back of the first-place Chicago
Cubs in the National League Central. Adam Frazier and
Gregory Polanco homered for Pittsburgh, which has lost
five of six.

CUBS 9, REDS 0
Kyle Hendricks threw seven scoreless innings, David

Bote homered and drove in three runs, and Jason
Heyward had four hits and drove in two runs as host
Chicago completed a four-game sweep of Cincinnati.
Hendricks (10-10) gave up just two hits-both singles by
Tucker Barnhart-while walking one and striking out five.
Hendricks faced just two batters over the minimum. It
was the fifth straight win for the Cubs, who maintained a
four-game lead over the second-place St. Louis
Cardinals in the National League Central. The last-place
Reds have lost five straight.

WHITE SOX 7, TIGERS 2
Michael Kopech collected his first major league vic-

tory in his second career start, and Daniel Palka home-
red, leading Chicago to a win at Detroit. Kopech, 22,
lasted six innings and gave up one run on seven hits. He
walked none and struck out four. He pitched two score-
less innings against Minnesota in his debut Tuesday
before exiting following a rain delay. Avisail Garcia had
two hits and drove in two runs, and Adam Engel sup-
plied two hits and two runs for Chicago. The White Sox
won the last three games of the four-game series.

CARDINALS 12, ROCKIES 3
Matt Carpenter had a career-high four doubles-two

in the first inning-and St. Louis routed Colorado in
Denver. Tyler O’Neill homered, and Austin Gomber went
six solid innings as St. Louis continued its strong play on
the road. The Cardinals have won 10 of their past 11
away from home, and they maintained a half-game lead
on the Milwaukee Brewers for the top spot in the
National League wild-card standings. Carpenter’s four
doubles tied the franchise record set by Joe “Ducky”
Medwick on Aug. 4, 1937, against the Boston Bees. St.
Louis finished with 16 hits.

A’S 6, TWINS 2
Matt Chapman hit two home runs and scored three

times, and Jed Lowrie homered, doubled and drove in
three runs to lead Oakland to a victory over Minnesota

in Minneapolis. Stephen Piscotty also homered and
joined Chapman and Lowrie with three hits. Oakland hit
10 home runs in the series while winning three of the
four games. The A’s, who remain 1 1/2 games behind
first-place Houston in the American League West, begin
a three-game showdown series with the Astros on
Monday night at Minute Maid Park.

ASTROS 3, ANGELS 1
Carlos Correa provided some early offense, and the

bullpen locked down the final four innings for Houston,
which completed a three-game weekend sweep of Los
Angeles in Anaheim, Calif. Roberto Osuna posted his
second save with Houston and 11th of the season overall
by striking out pinch hitter Shohei Ohtani. The Astros
extended their winning streak to five games and capped
a nine-game road trip against American League West
foes at 6-3. The Astros played 22 of their past 31 games
on the road, going 15-7 in those games away from
Minute Maid Park. The Angels have lost six consecutive
games.

GIANTS 3, RANGERS 1
Steven Duggar broke a fourth-inning tie with a two-

run triple, sending host San Francisco past Texas. Derek
Holland (7-8) beat his old team for the first time, limiting
the Rangers to one run in 6 1/3 innings, helping the
Giants take the series 2-1 and finish interleague play for
the year at 8-12. The Giants scored first when Evan
Longoria tripled off Rangers starter Yovani Gallardo (7-
3) with two outs in the bottom of the first and raced

home on a passed ball. The Rangers got even in the third
on Elvis Andrus’ RBI double.

DODGERS 7, PADRES 3
Justin Turner drove in five runs, and Hyun-Jin Ryu

went an effective 5 2/3 innings and added two hits at the
plate as Los Angeles completed a three-game sweep of
visiting San Diego. Turner had a two-run double in the
fifth inning, a two-run single in the sixth and an RBI
double in the eighth as the Dodgers overcame an early
2-0 deficit. Turner’s five RBIs tied a career high. Manny
Machado hit a two-run home run in a four-run fifth
inning that put the Dodgers in front for good. Ryu start-
ed the four-run uprising in the fifth with a two-out sin-
gle that was followed by a Brian Dozier walk and the
hits from Turner and Machado.

DIAMONDBACKS 5, MARINERS 2
Paul Goldschmidt hit his 30th home run of the season

to cap a five-run third inning, Zack Greinke broke a
four-game winless streak, and Arizona regained sole
possession of first place in the National League West
with a victory over Seattle in Phoenix. Greinke (13-8)
gave up five hits and one unearned run in 6 2/3 innings,
with six strikeouts and two walks. He had received seven
runs of support while on the mound in his four previous
outings. Goldschmidt has hit safely in 16 of his last 17
games, during which he is batting .394 with six doubles,
six homers and 16 RBIs. Mitch Haniger had two hits
Sunday and was 6-for-14 with two homers and four runs
in the series for the Mariners. —Reuters
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PALEMBANG: For athletes from quake-hit Lombok
competing at their own country’s Asian Games, the
pressure is far greater than the usual quest for gold.

Competitors from the picturesque island have anx-
iously followed news of deadly earthquakes that killed
more than 500 people, hundreds of miles from
Indonesia’s host cities Jakarta and Palembang-and
hope their performances can bring a few smiles to
faces back home. “I was so worried about my family-it
was a little hard to sleep,” said 18-year-old sprinter
Lalu Muhammad Zohri, who hails from the worst-
affected northern part of the island.

“They called me to tell me not to worry, to just
focus on my race. I tried my best,” he added, after
reaching the men’s 100m final, where he finished
seventh. “Now I can’t wait to go to Lombok to see
my family.”

Bronze-winning beach volleyball duo Dhita Juliana
and Putu Dini Jasita Utami, who are also from Lombok,
have captured the hearts of the home fans cheering for
them across the country and from the sidelines of
Asia’s regional Olympics.

They can barely walk a few metres in Palembang
without being asked for a selfie yet always oblige,
hoping their smiles and strength will resonate back
home. “We hope all Lombok people are okay, and we
are trying our best here to at least share some happi-
ness with them when we win,” said Dhita Juliana,
adding that they have been touched by the backing
they have had from home throughout the competition.

“There has been a lot of support from Lombok-
from relatives, friends, everyone there. We’re just so
grateful.” Some 555 people have been killed and hun-
dreds of thousands left homeless on the beautiful
island of Lombok, around 700 miles (1,100km) from
Games host cities Jakarta and Palembang.

Juliana, 25, and Utami, 24, said their friends and
family all managed to get to safety in time when the
two main quakes hit on July 29 and August 5. But
everyone has been touched in some way on the island-
and the aftershocks and tremors continue to terrorise
an already fearful population.—AFP
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quake-hit Lombok
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Nationals snap 32-inning scoring drought, rout Mets 15-0

BALTIMORE: Luke Voit #45 of the New York Yankees scores on a passed ball against the Baltimore Orioles dur-
ing the sixth inning at Oriole Park at Camden Yards on Sunday in Baltimore, Maryland. — AFP

MELBOURNE: Under-pressure Australia coach
Michael Cheika has dismissed calls for major changes
to the Wallabies set-up after back-to-back thrashings
by the All Blacks but said he needs to build more squad
depth through the rest of the Rugby Championship.

Belted 38-13 in the opener in Sydney and 40-12 in
Auckland on Saturday, the Wallabies have come under
fire after conceding the Bledisloe Cup with a match to
spare. The trans-Tasman trophy, won back by the All
Blacks in 2003, will remain in New Zealand hands for at
least another 12 months. “A few little tweaks but perse-
verance definitely (is what we need). It’s not always
instant gratification,” Cheika told local media in Sydney.

“In the modern world, I know that’s what everybody
wants. “Sometimes you’ve got to use these ones, the
harder times, as watershed moments to make some
changes in a certain direction because they were hard
games to lose but we’ve been here before and we’ve
bounced back and will again.”

Australia will have two weeks to lick their wounds
before facing South Africa in Brisbane on Sept. 8. They
will hope attacking weapon Israel Folau is fit enough to
return after the fullback rolled his ankle in the Sydney
opener. Injured tighthead prop Taniela Tupou may also
be available to reinforce the front row.

Cheika has blooded over 30 test debutants since the
Wallabies’ run to the final of the 2015 World Cup and
suggested he would need to do more tinkering in the
leadup to next year’s global showpiece in Japan.

“We’ve done a lot of work in building the team,
building the depth of the team,” he said. “We’re going
to continue to build that going forward, like we have in
all the Rugby Championships. “I think in ‘16 and ‘17 we
lost both games first up and we’ve come back to finish
well in those championships and that’s what we want to
be targeting.”

Rugby writers on both sides of the Tasman sea have
called on Cheika to quit or be fired in the wake of the
Bledisloe failure but a string of Wallabies players have
backed the 51-year-old as the best man for the job.

Cheika lashed out at reporters who questioned his
job security during the post-match media conference at
Eden Park but he was more measured upon his return
home.

“I’m my own harshest critic,” he said. “None of the
questions that I get asked about that stuff are ever
going to affect me or hurt me in that way.” —Reuters

Perseverance will 
see Wallabies turn 
corner, says Cheika

JAKARTA: The head of Asia’s athletics govern-
ing body said he hopes the political crisis grip-
ping the Gulf region will be resolved before next
year’s Doha world championships, telling AFP
the competition could be a chance for unity.

Qatar’s Dahlan Al-Hamad was speaking at the
Asian Games amid concerns over countries
potentially boycotting the competition in the oil-
rich state next September. “We hope that things
will pass before we embrace the 2019 world
championship,” the head of the Asian Athletics
Association (AAA) told AFP in Jakarta. 

“Qatar said since the beginning of the crisis
that everyone is most welcome.” Saudi Arabia,
Bahrain and the United Arab Emirates, along
with Egypt, cut off diplomatic ties with Qatar in
June 2017, accusing Doha of supporting terror-
ism, which it denies. 

The countries imposed punitive measures
including preventing Qatar Airways from using
its airspace, and closing Qatar’s only land border,
with Saudi Arabia. Qatar claims the Saudi-led
countries are seeking regime change in Doha.

Hamad’s comments come after world athletics
chief Sebastian Coe dismissed concerns over a
boycott, saying he expected all the national ath-
letics federations to take part in the competition
beginning on September 28, 2019.

“We, as the organising committee, have no
restrictions, and Qatar is open to all,” said
Hamad, adding that it was “very important not to
mix politics with sports”.  “Sports is the unifying
activity that brings together the world despite
their political and economic matters ... We hope
that sport will not enter the political arena.”

Other concerns plaguing the build-up to the
championships include the stifling heat and
humidity athletes will be forced to contend with
during the nine-day event. Track and field’s gov-
erning body, the IAAF, has made a number of
changes to the championship’s timetable includ-
ing a midnight marathon and scrapping morning
sessions. — AFP
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AUCKLAND: New Zealand’s TJ Perenara and Australia’s coach Michael Cheika (R) shake hands after New Zealand’s
victory in the second rugby Test match between New Zealand and Australia at Eden Park in Auckland on August 25,
2018. — AFP


