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Separately, Israel is working on a new missile system
capable of hitting targets anywhere in the Middle East,
Defense Minister Avigdor Lieberman said yesterday.
State-owned arms manufacturer Israel Military
Industries (IMI) would deliver “within a few years” an
advanced integrated system “allowing precise hits by
remote launching”, he said in a statement. Lieberman
added that the contract with IMI was budgeted at
“hundreds of millions of shekels”. The Israeli shekel is
currently trading at 3.63 to the US dollar.

“The project for setting up a precision rocket and
missile system is underway,” Lieberman said in the
statement. “Part of it is already in production and part is
in the final phases of research and development. We are
acquiring and developing precision fire systems that
will allow... the Israel Defense Forces to cover within a
few years every point in the region.”

Israel is considered the leading military power in the

Middle East and believed to be the only country in the
region to possess nuclear weapons. Foreign military
experts say it has several batteries of its Jericho ballis-
tic missile, capable of delivering nuclear warheads. IMI
said in 2004 that it had produced a cruise missile, the
Delilah, with a range of 250 km. It also has an array of
anti-missile rocket systems but yesterday’s statement
quoted IMI chairman Yitzhak Aharonovitch saying that
the new armament would “reflect the company’s tech-
nological capabilities, which specialize in the ability to
fire accurately, to strike at a variety of ground targets”.

Israel faces a variety of threats and considers Iran its
most dangerous foe in the region. It is regularly target-
ed by rockets and mortar fire from the Gaza Strip, ruled
by Islamist movement Hamas. Another of its enemies is
the Iran-backed Shiite group Hezbollah based in neigh-
boring Lebanon. Israel also shares a border with Syria,
where Iran and Hezbollah are fighting alongside
President Bashar Al-Assad in his country’s civil war.

Netanyahu has pledged to prevent Tehran from
further entrenching itself in Syria and a series of
recent strikes that have killed Iranians there have
been attributed to Israel. Lieberman did not reveal
details of the planned new system or its potential tar-
gets and his office did not respond to AFP requests
for information. — Agencies 
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prosecuted for genocide in the north of Rakhine
State”. They should also be investigated and prosecut-
ed for “crimes against humanity and war crimes”
against the Rohingya in Rakhine, as well as against oth-
er minorities in the northern Kachin and Shan States,
the mission said in a report. The army tactics have been
“consistently and grossly disproportionate to actual
security threats,” it said.

Speaking to journalists in Geneva, the head of the
mission, Marzuki Darusman, insisted that “the only way
forward is to call for (Min Aung Hlaing’s) resignation and
stepping down immediately”. The mission, which was
created by the UN Human Rights Council in March 2017,
concluded in its report that “there is sufficient informa-
tion to warrant the investigation and prosecution of sen-
ior officials in the Tatmadaw (Myanmar army) chain of
command”. “The crimes in Rakhine State, and the man-
ner in which they were perpetrated, are similar in nature,
gravity and scope to those that have allowed genocidal
intent to be established in other contexts,” it said.

The investigators named six of the country’s top mil-
itary commanders, adding that a longer list of names
could be shared with “any competent and credible
body pursuing accountability in line with international
norms and standards”. Criticism was also directed at
Myanmar’s civilian leader Aung San Suu Kyi, a Nobel
Peace Prize laureate who has been widely attacked for
a perceived failure to stand up for the stateless minori-
ty. The report found that she had “not used her de facto
position as head of government, nor her moral authori-
ty, to stem or prevent the unfolding events”. While
acknowledging that the civilian authorities had little
influence on military actions, it said they “through their
acts and omissions ... have contributed to the commis-
sion of atrocity crimes.”

The investigators, who were never granted access
to Myanmar, said they based their findings on inter-
views with 875 victims and witnesses, as well as satel-
lite imagery and authenticated documents, photo-
graphs and videos. The report detailed a horrifying list
of atrocities committed against the Rohingya, includ-
ing murder, enforced disappearance, torture, as well
as sexual violence “perpetrated on a massive scale”.
The investigators said their information suggested
that an estimate by Doctors Without Borders that up
to 10,000 Rohingya had been killed in the 2017 crack-
down was “conservative”.

They also found that soldiers had carried out “large-
scale gang rape”, sometimes of as many as 40 girls and
women at once, in at least 10 Rakhine villages. “The
scale, brutality and systematic nature of these viola-
tions indicate that rape and sexual violence are part of
a deliberate strategy to intimidate, terrorize or punish a
civilian population, and are used as a tactic of war,” the
report said. The investigators warned that the latest
wave of violence was part of a “history of abusive mili-
tary conduct going back at least half a century”.

“The Rohingya are in a continuing situation of
severe, systemic and institutionalized oppression from
birth to death,” Darusman told reporters. Pointing to

“deeply entrenched” impunity in Myanmar, the investi-
gators said the only chance to obtain accountability
was through the international justice system. They
called on the UN Security Council to refer the
Myanmar situation to the International Criminal Court
(ICC), or for the creation of an ad hoc international
criminal tribunal. They also recommended an arms
embargo and “targeted individual sanctions against
those who appear to be most responsible.” The
Security Council has repeatedly urged Myanmar to halt
military operations and to allow the Rohingya to safely
return home, but its initiatives have been limited by
council member and top Myanmar ally China, who
could also thwart efforts to refer the case to the ICC.

The investigators also highlighted Facebook’s role,
describing it as “a useful instrument for those seeking
to spread hate”. The social media platform has been
widely used to spread inflammatory content against the
Rohingya and has scrambled in recent months to show
that it is taking the issue seriously. “Although improved
in recent months, Facebook’s response has been slow
and ineffective,” the report said, urging an independent
probe of whether posts and messages on the platform
had “led to real-world discrimination and violence”.

Shortly after the UN report appeared, the tech giant
announced it was “banning 20 Burmese individuals and
organizations from Facebook - including Senior
General Min Aung Hlaing”. It stressed that it wanted to
prevent them from using the service to “further inflame
ethnic and religious tensions”. “We’ve taken this step in
Myanmar following findings by international experts,
including a recent UN-commissioned report, that many
of these officials committed serious human rights abus-
es in the country,” Facebook spokeswoman Ruchika
Budhraja said. As to whether this could set a precedent,
the spokeswoman said: “We recognize that people in
other parts of the world face devastating violence on a
daily basis, and we will continue to investigate and take
action when we have enough facts to do so.” 

UN investigators lambasted the platform earlier this
year, saying it had morphed into a “beast” in Myanmar.
In recent months, the tech giant has embarked on a
huge public relations campaign, admitting it has often
been too slow to take down inflammatory posts. It
blacklisted two firebrand Buddhist monks and an
Islamophobic group notorious for spreading anti-
Muslim propaganda. But this is the first time it has
touched the country’s military.

Facebook has some 18 million accounts in the coun-
try of 51 million people and is also relied on heavily by
the government to make announcements. Army chief
Hlaing had two active Facebook accounts, one boasting
1.3 million followers and the other 2.8 million. Posts in
both English and Burmese would refer to the Rohingya
as “Bengali”, implying they are illegal immigrants from
Bangladesh and helping reinforce the idea they do not
belong in mainly Buddhist Myanmar.

His pages also featured denials of atrocities during
the crackdown, which was justified by the army as a
legitimate means of rooting out Rohingya militants.
Both accounts were taken down immediately as the
explosive UN report circulated. In Yangon, government
spokesman Zaw Htay said it was asking Facebook for
more information on the blocking. “Community stan-
dards must be balanced,” he told local media, referring
to the company’s content guidelines. “The government
would like to know the exact reason.” — Agencies 
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Nearly 900 million children were affected, the report
found. Sub-Saharan Africa, East and Southeast Asia
had some of the worst facilities.

“It’s deeply shocking,” Tim Wainwright, the chief
executive of charity WaterAid, told the Thomson
Reuters Foundation. “The consequences are very broad
in terms of children’s access to education, general

health and state of nutrition.” Adolescent girls in partic-
ular are often forced to miss classes when they are on
their periods if there are no proper cleaning and sanita-
tion facilities, he said. More than a third of girls in
South Asia miss school during their periods, often
because they lack access to toilets or pads, according
to a WaterAid and UNICEF study earlier this year.

The World Bank last year warned countries needed
to quadruple spending to $150 billion a year to deliv-
er universal safe water and sanitation. However,
experts say they are optimistic the situation can be
quickly improved if leaders treat water, sanitation and
hygiene as a priority. “With political will, it really is
possible to deliver good quality services,” said
Johnston. — Reuters 
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Camels belonging to Palestinian bedouins are seen walking in the Judean desert in the West Bank on Sunday. — AFP 

BEKAA, Lebanon: The contrast between the vibrant
green of a cannabis field and the arid land nearby in
Lebanon’s Bekaa valley has for years raised a dilemma
for the area’s impoverished farmers. Cannabis is hardier,
less thirsty and cheaper to grow than the region’s other
main crops like apples and potatoes, but it is also illegal
- for now. Parliament will consider legalizing its growth
for medicinal use, the speaker said last month, but in the
Bekaa, some people are unconvinced there will be a
meaningful change.

“It is like giving a dog a bone because people are
hungry and can’t bear it anymore,” said cannabis farmer
Abu Mohammad, 52. “But whether they legalize it or not,
the most important thing is to give an amnesty,” he said,
echoing a common complaint in the region. Farmers
faced prison terms of five years, he said.

Talal Shreif, mayor of the town of Yammouneh in the
northern Bekaa, said that about 35,000 people in the

region were being sought by the police for cannabis
farming. What angers some people in the Bekaa is a
feeling that they have little choice but to grow an illegal
crop. Abu Abdo, 40, a resident of the nearby town of
Brital who spent years in prison for a cannabis offence
said it was high local unemployment that pushed farm-
ers to grow a few square kilometres of the narcotic.
“They bring some money in now, but it is not a solution.
People are poor,” he said.

The mayor, Shreif, raised the possibility that if legal-
ized cannabis farming might be regulated in the same
way as tobacco, with the government buying the crop
at a set price. Around his town, Yammouneh, there are
about 1,500 sq km of land used for cannabis farming,
owned by about 150 local people who employ hun-
dreds of casual Syrian labourers, he said. For now, there
is little likelihood of a rapid move towards legalisation.
Nearly four months after a general election, Lebanon’s
political parties are still squabbling over the formation
of a new coalition government.

But in Bar Elias, a nearby town, farmers say they are
struggling. One farmer, Khaled Araji, said his recent
crop of vegetables had suffered catastrophically from
drought. The river that watered it has gone dry. “Not
even a bird can drink from it,” he said. He said he would
grow cannabis instead if the government allowed it.
“The farmers here don’t want to be rich. They just want
to be able to live through the winter and afford the
school fees for their children.” —  Reuters 
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The August full moon rises behind the Cape of Sounio near the archaeological site of the Temple of
Poseidon on Sunday as archaeological sites across Greece remain open until midnight as part of the Full
Moon 2018 event. — AFP 


