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Ezra Miller was devastated to
miss out on the chance to film
in Hogwarts. The 25-year-old

actor reprises the role of Credence
Barebone for ‘Fantastic Beasts’
sequel ‘The Crimes of Grindelwald’
but admitted he was really upset
when he had a few weeks off from
shooting and his co-stars got to film
at the fictional wizarding school
from the Harry Potter movies. He
told Collider: “I had a couple weeks
off to do some other work. I was in
the United States and around differ-
ent parts of Europe, and I came back
and I was asking what they’d been
up to, and how it’d been. And they
said, oh, it’s been pretty much the
same except for we did have that
week where we were in Hogwarts.
And I was like so deeply devastated,
trying to cover it up, play it cool. I
was like, ‘oh, that’s - that’s fine. What
chocolate frog are you talking
about?’ Nobody called me. Nobody
even thought to send a text.”
Despite his disappointment over
missing out on Hogwarts, Ezra
admitted he can’t believe his luck
that he gets to be part of the movie
franchise. He said: “What’s really

great and what I find really wonder-
ful is the way that this environment
facilitates expression, it’s really spe-
cial. It’s a very particular feeling on
this set. It’s immense. It’s also more
quieter than a lot of smaller sets I’ve
ever been on. There’s a real sense of
collaboration in the process of find-
ing each scene. We take time to
rehearse, which is a rare gift when
you’re on a studio schedule making
an enormous movie. We have a lot of
really considered conversations in
which everyone’s voice is heard
who’s participating in the scene. We
work really intimately with these
various devoted departments, like
the puppeteers and the visual effects
department, the props department,
you know, various people who are
enabling us to fall deeper and deep-
er into a world of imagination, and
so that is a delight.  “I haven’t had
any specific requests for things to
happen in the story. I’m very, very,
very pleased with all of the material.
I find a lot of depth and meaning in
it. I still do. I still relate and connect
to it as directly as I did when I was
first interacting with the material as
a young person.”

Ezra Miller’s
Hogwarts disappointment

James Wan has always had
ambitions to turn ‘The
Conjuring’ into something

bigger. The 41-year-old director
helmed the first movie in the
movie-spinning franchise, which
includes a sequel and an upcom-

ing third film, and James has spo-
ken about his long-term ambitions
for the series ahead of the release
of ‘The Nun’, a spin-off of ‘The
Conjuring 2’. In a new featurette,
he shared: “One of the things that
occurred to us early on is, ‘They
have a superhero universe, why
can’t we do that in the horror

world?’  “When we were making
the first ‘Conjuring’, it became
very apparent to us that there
could be a bigger universe. So
many other stories that would be
awesome to look into.” Earlier this
month, meanwhile, it was revealed

that James stepped
behind the camera for
‘The Nun’ as second
unit director for Corin
Hardy. The master-
mind behind ‘The
Conjuring’ franchise -
who directed the first
movie and its sequel
before taking on a
producer role for
‘Annabelle’ and
‘Annabelle: Creation’ -
helped out the film-
maker at the helm of
the upcoming horror
flick. Corin said: “Very
excitingly, James Wan
was my second unit
director in a little bit
of additional photog-
raphy. “It is funny, but
we did some addition-
al photography, and
you’re always pushing
for double what you
really can afford, time
- or budget-wise. I
said, ‘I want to do all

of this, but if we’re going to do it,
we really need to run two units.’
“James is a full-on, hands-on guy
and he was like, ‘Anything I can do
of service!’ It was like, ‘I really
want to take you up on that.’ So,
there were nights when he was
shooting a section in the forest
and I was shooting interiors.”

Wan reveals his ambitions
for The Conjuring 

Rebel Wilson will star in three movies in 2019.
The ‘Bridesmaids’ actress revealed she has
been secretly working away “behind the

scenes” this year to focus on the projects she has
coming up. She told her 2.88 million followers:
“Ooooo. Been working so hard behind the scenes this
year. Can’t wait for you guys to see the 3 movies I’m
in next year. (sic)” Those movies are believed to be
‘The Hustle’, which is complete, and ‘Isn’t It Romantic’
and ‘Jojo Rabbit’, both of which are in post-produc-
tion.  Meanwhile, in June it was revealed the 38-year-
old filmmaker is to star in and produce an adaptation
of the comic book ‘Crowded’. The Australian comedi-
enne is developing the project and will produce it via
her Camp Sugar production banner, The Hollywood
Reporter reported.  ‘Crowded’ is set in the near future
when the world’s economy is largely based on job
sharing and apps. At the same time, a crowdfunding
platform that funds assassinations has become
extremely popular among members of the public. The
movie really gathers pace when a woman named

Charlie suddenly finds herself in the midst of an
assassination attempt. Christopher Sebela, who is the
author of the original comic books, is set to act as a
consulting producer, while a search for a writer to
help adapt the material is already underway. In recent
years, it’s been suggested that power and influence
has moved from the movie business towards the TV
industry. But Rebel - who is currently developing a
movie with the help of music mogul Simon Cowell -
has insisted she remains committed to making films.
She said: “It’s still where the power is. We are making
a film about K-pop, because he is very musical. It will
star primarily an Asian cast.  “And I just sold one to
Universal about bi-racial twins. It was in the National
Geographic recently and I thought it was very inter-
esting; especially considering race relations in
America, and to do a comic storyline with overt
themes about race in it but that isn’t overtly about
race ... it’s a very rare phenomenon.  “We are writing
the script now. It’s in the early stages but it’s a big
commercial comedy.”

Wilson has three 
movies coming in 2019 

Dennis Quaid and Josh Gad will be
joined by Betty Gilpin for the ‘A
Dog’s Purpose’ sequel. The pair will

reprise their roles from the original for ‘A
Dog’s Journey’, which will be released on
May 17, 2019, and they will co-star along-
side ‘Glow’ actress Betty. Both movies are
based on the best-sell ing books from
author W. Bruce Cameron, while the
screenplay has been written by Cameron,
Cathryn Michon, Wally Wolodarsky and
Maya Forbes.  The original movie told the
story of a devoted dog (Josh Gad) who dis-
covers the meaning of its own existence
through the lives of the humans it teaches
about love. Amblin Partners is developing
the movie, which will be co-financed and
co-produced by Walden Media and
Alibaba Pictures and directed by Gail
Mancuso.  Amblin president and co-CEO
Jeff Small told The Hollywood Reporter:
“We are excited to join with our partners

at Walden Media and Alibaba Pictures to
produce ‘A Dog’s Journey’, the follow-up to
our successful ‘A Dog’s Purpose’. With
director Gail Mancuso at the helm, we can’t
wait to share another beautiful story about
the special bond between humans and their
treasured dogs.” Walden Media’s Frank
Smith added: “‘A Dog’s Purpose’ beautifully
conveyed the unconditional love dogs bring
to our families and lives, and we are excited
to be portraying this unbreakable bond
once again with ‘A Dog’s Journey’, pro-
duced together with Amblin Partners and
Alibaba Pictures.” Alibaba Pictures presi-
dent Wei Zhang said: “Our mission is to be
a gateway for Hollywood into China and
help great universal stories with positive
energy maximize their potential with audi-
ences in China and around the world. ‘A
Dog’s Purpose’ was embraced by audi-
ences globally with great storytelling and a
heartwarming message.”

Quaid, Gad and Gilpin 
for A Dog’s Journey 

Winslet’s new movie to 
be shot in her Sussex home 

Kate Winslet is reportedly welcoming
movie cameras into her home for her
next film. The 42-year-old actress has

always been guarded about her family life, but
the British actress has decided to break with
tradition by opening the doors of her £3.25
million house in Sussex, South-East England,
for her new movie ‘Blackbird’. A source told the
Mail on Sunday newspaper: “Kate wants to
stay close to home for the sake of her family.
She’s been joking about how she won’t have to
go to work - work will come to her.” The
upcoming movie is a remake of the Danish dra-
ma ‘Silent Heart’, which tells the story of a fami-
ly who are gathered together to say farewell to
a dying woman. Meanwhile, Kate - who has
been married three times - previously admitted
that despite being one of Hollywood’s best-
known stars, she’s largely managed to keep her
private life out of the limelight. The actress -
who has kids Mia, 17, Joe, 14, and Bear, four -
shared: “No one really knows what has hap-
pened in my life. No one knows why my first
marriage didn’t last; no one knows why my sec-
ond didn’t. I’m proud of those silences.” Kate’s
first marriage to film director Jim Threapleton
lasted from 1998 until 2001. The Oscar-winning
star subsequently married moviemaker Sam
Mendes, but they divorced in 2011. And Kate is
now married to Ned Rocknroll, who is the
nephew of the billionaire businessman Sir
Richard Branson.

McBride ruled himself 
out of Halloween role

Danny McBride didn’t cast himself in his new ‘Halloween’ film
because he didn’t want his appearance to be “distracting” for
the audience. The 41-year-old actor has teamed up with

director David Gordon Green and writer Jeff Fradley to pen a new
story in the slasher film franchise and although he was tempted to
be in it he thought his past comedy roles could detract from the hor-
ror on screen. Speaking to Collider about the project, he said: “I
intentionally didn’t want to be in it. I thought it would be too dis-
tracting. When we were really looking at the aesthetics of that first
‘Halloween’, there was no stunt casting in there. Besides Donald
Pleasence, that was a cast of all new faces, so we felt that was very
important in this, as well.” The film has been made as a direct sequel
to the first two ‘Halloween’ movies and McBride and the creative
team have simply discarded all the other follow-ups in the franchise
which have focused on psychopathic killer Michael Myers. McBride
admits it was a bit daunting to be offered to the opportunity to cre-
ate a new chapter in the revered franchise but he knew that he and
Green had to be brave and take it on. The ‘Arizona’ star explained:
“Look, it was a complete career surprise. For David Green and
myself, it was something that we never would have imagined, in a
million years. That’s why, when the opportunity came across, we
were like, ‘How do you not do this? What’s cooler - the story that
we did this, or the story that we were too chickens**t to do it?’ So,
we put our thinking caps on and tried to figure out how we would
crack it and what we would do. We both have interests, outside of
comedy. David has directed movies that are very serious and dark,
and he has strong dramatic sensibilities. That’s also stuff that I’m
interested in, as well. So, this was the perfect opportunity to spread
our wings and put our minds on something creatively, that is well
outside of what people would expect from us.” In ‘Halloween’, Jamie
Lee Curtis is back as Laurie Strode - the babysitter who escapes
Myers’ murderous clutches in the original 1978 film - for her final
outing as the character. The franchise’s creator John Carpenter is
also back as the composer for the horror and his return means that
the new installment is the first film in the canon with his direct
involvement since 1982’s ‘Halloween III: Season of the Witch’.

Emma Watson has joined the cast of ‘Little Women’. The ‘Harry
Potter’ actress will star alongside the likes of Meryl Streep, Laura
Dern and Saoirse Ronan in Greta Gerwig’s adaptation of Louisa

May Alcott’s classic novel, replacing Emma Stone, who was unable to
commit to the project because of her promotional obligations to ‘The
Favorite’. According to Variety, roles in the film are still being worked out

so it is unknown which of the March sisters
will be played by Emma. The movie - which
is also being written by Greta - tells the sto-
ry of four sisters as they transition from
childhood to womanhood and will also fea-
ture Florence Pugh and Timothee Chalamet.
The novel has been adapted for the big
screen several time before, including the
1994 version directed by Gillian Armstrong.
That movie featured Winona Ryder as the
main character, Josephine ‘Jo’ March, an
ambitious young woman, who longs to
become a successful author. The all-star
cast also included Gabriel Byrne, Kirsten
Dunst, Claire Danes, Christian Bale and

Susan Sarandon.  The upcoming Gerwig-directed adaptation would be a
reunion for Gerwig, Ronan and Chalamet, after Greta directed the pair in
her directorial debut ‘Lady Bird’.  And Saoirse recently revealed that she
continues to be mentored by her idol Greta.  She said: “I was a huge fan
of Greta Gerwig before I worked with her on ‘Lady Bird’. “Meeting Greta
and knowing that she knew who I was and wanted to talk to me about
the script was so exciting. We Skyped before we met and we were so
giggly, like two kids in high school. She’s been very supportive since.
“She’s everything I want to be as an actor and as a filmmaker. I could feel
myself going from being like, ‘Maybe one day I’ll direct, to looking at
Greta and going, ‘I really want to do this.’ — Bang Showbiz

Emma Watson 
joins Little Women 


