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Rochelle Humes says The
Saturdays never discuss reunit-
ing. Although all five members -

Frankie Bridge, Vanessa White, Una
Healy, Mollie King and Rochelle - have
remained close friends, the quintet
never talk about a professional reunion
when they meet up. Rochelle, 29, told
MailOnline: “We never talk about it,
we’re so happy that we’re doing what
we’re doing and that we’re all friends
and when we get together it’s more
about catching up on everyone’s lives
and the kids, so it’s never really on the
agenda.”  And she revealed that all five
members of the group are so busy with
solo projects that they find it difficult

to schedule in time to meet up. She
said: “We speak on the phone a lot,
we’re in the process of organizing a
get together but it’s so hard because
before we had the same diary, but now
we’re doing our own thing. “It’s harder
to get together and takes a bit longer,
but I can’t wait to do it.” Una, 36,
recently revealed she would love a
reunion but said it had become a
“taboo” topic amongst them all since
going on indefinite hiatus in 2014. She
said: “I hope there will be [a reunion].
I’d certainly like to be part of it and
hope it would be all five of us. “I don’t
know how the others feel because we
never bring it up. “We chat about

everything else, but it’s a bit of a taboo
subject for us because it’s not on the
cards. “Everyone is busy doing some-
thing else and It requires commitment
from everyone and I don’t think every-
one is ready for that just yet.” The
‘Never See Me Cry’ singer also insists
she doesn’t feel pressure to do better
than her bandmates in her solo efforts
and there’s no competitiveness
between them. Asked if she feels under
pressure to be most successful, Una
said: “Absolutely not! People almost
put you under pressure when they ask
that. “[Are we in competition?] No,
we’re five individuals who support
each other.”

No reunion talks
for The Saturdays 

Linkin Park’s 
Mike Shinoda 

teases band’s comeback 

Mike Shinoda says he’s in talks with his Linkin Park
bandmates about their comeback. The 41-year-old
musician took to the stage at Leeds Festival on

Sunday to pay tribute to the ‘Numb’ group’s late frontman
Chester Bennington - who tragically took his own life last
July - and he also revealed that he’s been discussing what
their plans for the future are shaping up like, though nothing
has been set in stone yet. The Fort Minor star told The Sun
newspaper’s Bizarre column: “We’ve been talking. As soon
as there’s something to announce, we’ll announce it.” Mike
remembered Chester - who was just 41 when he died - as he
joined pop punk stars Sum 41 on stage for a second time,
after appearing at sister festival Reading the day before, for
a performance of ‘Faint’. The amazing moment came on the
same afternoon he led the audience through an emotional
solo rendition of ‘In The End’, with the crowd singing
Chester’s parts. The late frontman’s influence was clear
throughout at the festival, as The Pit headliners Papa Roach
also performed part of the song during their own show.
Elsewhere, Panic! At The Disco stunned a huge crowd with
an energetic and anthemic live show before Kendrick Lamar
took to the stage to bring the festival to a close. Fans of
Pharrell Williams were surprised to see the ‘Happy’ hitmaker
grace the main stage earlier in the day as he joined his
N.E.R.D bandmates for a standout set, which was revealed
just before the weekend got underway.  Bring Me The
Horizon treated fans to their second surprise set as did
Frank Carter & The Rattlesnakes, who powered through an
exciting gig as they prepare to work on a new record.
Carter teased the crowd: “It’s weird to think some of those
songs may never be played live again. Never again. You
know why? Because our new album is going to be absolute-
ly banging.” Post Malone, The Courteeners, Travis Scott, The
Kooks, The Vaccines and Saturday night headliners Fall Out
Boy were amongst the stand-out bands over a varied and
thrilling three days of live music at Leeds’ Bramham Park.

Jade Thirlwall
teases Little Mix’s 

new album 

Little Mix’s Jade Thirlwall says the band’s
upcoming album is her favorite to date.
The 25-year-old pop star has revealed

that the chart-topping girl group - which also
features Perrie Edwards, Jesy Nelson and
Leigh-Anne Pinnock - have been given more
freedom than ever before on their as-yet-unti-
tled record. She shared: “This is definitely my
favorite album, you can tell it’s come from us.
“There’s a lot of female empowerment, lots of
songs give a nod to being yourself.” And Jade
revealed she can’t wait for Little Mix fans to
hear their new material. Speaking to the
Manchester Evening News newspaper, she
admitted: “I’m really excited for this album.
We’re definitely ready to release something,

we’re missing having our music out there.” Little
Mix were first formed on the UK ‘X Factor’ and
have since established themselves as one of the
world’s most successful girl groups. However,
Leigh-Anne previously acknowledged that the
group cannot afford to take things easy. She
said back in 2017: “This year we’ve all bought
houses, and none of us have slept in them.” Jesy
added that the girls feel the need to release new
music regularly in order to maintain their posi-
tion within the industry. She explained: “In the
pop industry, it’s hard to pause. With pop music
if you go missing for more than a year, they’ve
forgotten about you.”

The Spice Girls have signed a deal for a
UK tour next year - without Victoria
Beckham. The ‘Say You’ll Be There’

hitmakers have reportedly agreed a contract
that will see Mel B, Mel C, Geri Horner and
Emma Bunton land around £12 million each
for 13 British shows, including three nights at
London’s iconic Wembley Stadium, but their
fashion designer bandmate won’t be joining
them on stage. A source confirmed to the
Sun on Sunday newspaper: “After much
to’ing and fro’ing, a deal has been signed,
and an official announcement will be made
soon. “The girls can’t wait to go back on
tour, perform to the fans and sing some of
their greatest hits.” It was claimed in June
that a deal for a tour had collapsed after
Victoria pulled out. A source said at the
time: “The Spice Girls are in disarray. While
Victoria has always insisted she’d never tour,
the others believed manager Simon Fuller
would get her on board. “They had a
£150million proposal in the offing-with a
headline performance at Wembley-and even
Mel C, who had previously been reluctant,

was signed up. “With things still up in the
air, there were a few heated debates
between the girls and Victoria. “Simon
[Fuller, former manager] was brought in to
convince her to take the offer but now he’s
failed they feel he’s used them to put his
name back on the map.” But just a month
before, Mel B had revealed the group had
signed a comeback contract.  She said: “We
are in the process of figuring stuff out, all
five of us have signed with Simon Fuller. I
don’t know what is going to happen or when
but it is all very exciting. There’s going to be
a bit of everything. “If it was up to me we
would go on tour immediately. Maybe we
will, soon ... I’ve always said we’re definitely
touring, I think I’ve just been nagging them
too much and once I stopped nagging them
they all said yes, I just need to shut my
mouth.” The Spice Girls last toured after
reuniting in 2007, with their greatest hits
shows wrapping up in 2008. The final time
they performed as a five-piece, was at the
2012 London Olympics closing ceremony.

Spice Girls 
agree reunion deal 

Ariana Grande’s ‘Sweetener’ has debuted at
number one on the Billboard chart. The 25-
year-old singer hit the top spot on the US

chart, knocking Travis Scott’s ‘Astroworld’ off the
top spot and sending Nicki Minaj’s ‘Queen’ to third
place. After the record hit number one, Ariana
tweeted a link to a news article about her achieve-
ment and wrote: “hellooOo i am so grateful.” This is
Ariana’s third album to reach number one, following
‘Yours Truly’ in 2013 and 2014’s ‘My Everything’.
‘Sweetener sold 231,000 copies in total, including
127,000 traditional sales, to reach number one.  The
record was also the second-highest sales for a
female artist in 2018, behind Cardi B’s ‘Invasion of
Privacy’. Drake’s ‘Scorpion’ and Post Malone’s
‘Beerbongs & Bentleys’ complete the US top five.
Meanwhile, Ariana previously revealed Pharrell
Williams “forced” her to write about the
Manchester terror attack for the record, as a tribute
to the victims. The singer was left devastated last
May when a suicide bomber unleashed an explosion
shortly after her concert at the Manchester Arena -
killing 23 people, including children, and injuring 139
- but, although her anxiety was through the roof
afterwards, the ‘Happy’ hitmaker encouraged her to
pen ‘Get Well Soon’ for those who were affected.

She said: “Overall, [Pharrell] kind of forced it out of
me because I was in a really bad place mentally. I’ve
always had anxiety, I’ve had anxiety for years. But
when I got home from tour it reached a very differ-
ent, intense peak. “[Pharrell] was like, ‘You have to
write about it. You need to make this into music and
get this sh*t out, and I promise it will heal you.’ And
it definitely helped.” ‘Sweetener’ also features a love
song she penned for her fiance Pete Davidson,
whom she got engaged to in June after a few weeks
of dating, and she has admitted she wrote the track
just a week after they started getting to know one
another. She said recently: “‘Pete Davidson’ is obvi-
ously inspired by my fiance, I wrote this song like a
week after we started hanging out. Sometimes when
you feel a certain way about something and you
can’t express it with words as well as you can with
music, then I sent it to him. I want this song to live
forever as music lives forever.” And the LP contains
a collaboration with her “big sister” Nicki Minaj.
She explained: “So ‘The Light is Coming’ features
Nicki Minaj who is my big sister and one of my best
friends that I’ve met through this industry. I love the
message behind it, it’s about people who can be so
close minded or to blind-sided by their own opinion
to find the truth.”

Robert Plant’s music lets him
“cry” about his late son. The
former Led Zeppelin rock-

er’s five-year-old boy, Karac,
passed away from a stomach virus
in 1977 while he was on tour in the
US and though the 70-year-old
musician has channeled his grief
into his songs, he admits he’ll never

get over losing the youngster, who
he had with first wife Maureen
Wilson. He said: “I’ve written four
songs about my boy who passed
away. It lets me cry. You know, with
pain like that, it’s never gone.” The
‘Whole Lotta Love’ hitmaker also
suggested he gave up taking drugs
after the death of his son. Asked

what he puts his survival down to,
he told Event magazine: “I don’t
put it down to anything. “There’s a
myth that surrounds artists and
writers who don’t spend their time
refuting, denying things. I don’t
care whether I did or didn’t do too
much stuff.  “Some of the greatest
work that’s ever been created, the
greatest projection and delivery of
music, has come from stoners, but I
had nothing to do with all this
things, not since I lost my boy.”
Despite his advancing years,
Robert has no plans to retire until
he stops finding playing music
“magnificent”. He said: “Jimmy
[Page] did an interview for the
NME in the early Nineties, and the
title was Help The Aged. “But peo-
ple don’t clock off at 65 if they’re
doing what they love to do.
“Maybe in the end. None of it’s
worth a dime, but you can have a
great time in the middle of it all. If
you don’t think it’s magnificent to
do this, then you really need to
change the cassette and get off the
bus quick.” Meanwhile, the veteran
rocker insists he doesn’t regret any
of his lewd lyrics. 

Banks wanted 
to be like Cobain 

Interpol’s Paul Banks was drawn to
being a rock star because of Kurt
Cobain. The 40-year-old front-

man wanted to be a musician from a
young age, but says it wasn’t the wild
lifestyle and being a celebrity that
drew him to the role, but the
“authenticity” of the late Nirvana
star’s music. Asked what age he
decided he wanted to be a ‘rock star’,
he told MusicFeeds.com.au:”From
15.! He continued: “But I will say, my

friend, it wasn’t at all the ‘rock star’. I
would say it for shock value when I
was 15. If the guidance counselor
would say, ‘What do you want to be
when you get older?’ I’d say, ‘ rock
star!’ And it was Nirvana - the one,
the band that solidified the dream for
me. But I will say in all honesty I nev-
er envisioned tour buses and private
jets and celebrity. It was never about
that. I think it was something in -
there was a such a pure form of
expression coming off of Kurt
Cobain. I think it was that sense of
like... I don’t know, it felt like, ‘That’s
the job!’ That’s the most honest thing
that anyone can do. “It seemed so
cathartic and full of energy and
authenticity. I think it was more that
the aspiration was to be a profes-
sional musician.  “I had no concept of
the trappings of stardom. So that
wasn’t something that drew me to it.”
Paul admits that he doesn’t see him
performing with a full band in the
next 30 years time, and will likely be
retired or just doing the odd stripped
back gig. Asked if he sees himself
rocking into his 70s, he replied;
“When I’m 70?! I think I’ll probably
be retired when I’m 70! Or maybe,
maybe a wooden stool and an
acoustic. 


