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MOSCOW: Russian pro-Kremlin media pulled no punches
yesterday in condemning John McCain, who died of a brain
tumor at the weekend, as Washington’s “chief Russophobe”.
McCain, who died aged 81 on Saturday, irked Russia with
his support for pro-Western leaders in ex-Soviet Georgia
and Ukraine as well as his strong backing for sanctions over
Moscow’s annexation of Crimea. “McCain became the chief
symbol of Russophobia,” Rossiya 1 television said, adding
that he “couldn’t stand Russia’s independent foreign policy”.

McCain “adored war. If you
haven’t been killed yet, that’s not
McCain’s fault. He tried,” wrote
pro-Kremlin tabloid
Komsomolskaya Pravda in a bit-
ing editorial. Accusing the for-
mer Navy pilot of lying about
being tortured while being held
prisoner during the Vietnam
War, the popular tabloid con-
cluded with the hope that
McCain is now burning in hell.
“Senator McCain loved the
flames of war. Let’s believe he’ll have enough flames where
his soul is resting now,” it wrote.

Life News, a pro-Kremlin tabloid news site, mocked the
“chief Russophobe” for his decision to publish a 2013 op-
ed aimed at Russians on an obscure news site called
Pravda.ru. He apparently believed the website to be con-
nected the once-powerful Soviet newspaper Pravda.
“Evidently no one told the senator that there had been
certain changes in Russia since his time in captivity in
Vietnam,” it wrote. McCain was “a convinced hawk who
pecked at Russia out of principle,” Rossiya 1 reported on
its main news show on Sunday evening, devoting more
than four minutes to the senator’s life.

McCain “firmly supported all the military operations
and wars that America unleashed-Kosovo, Iraq, Libya-if

he had not twice lost presidential campaigns, everything
could have been even more catastrophic,” it reported. The
high-rating show included the detail that McCain “was
shot down in Vietnam by a Soviet SA 75-Dvina missile
complex”. While stressing McCain’s contempt for
President Donald Trump, the show predicted that US
“attempts to restrain and isolate Russia with harsh sanc-
tions will continue-just now without John McCain”.
Ukrainian President Petro Poroshenko issued a message of

condolences, but none was
forthcoming from Russian
President Vladimir Putin.

Konstantin Kosachev, the
head of the Senate’s interna-
tional affairs committee, wrote
on Facebook that McCain’s
“only ideology” was “protect
your own and beat up the oth-
ers”. However some Russian
politicians showed their
respects. Leonid Slutsky, head
of the lower house of parlia-

ment’s foreign affairs committee, told the RIA Novosti
state news agency that McCain was a “courageous and
principled person”. Oleg Morozov, a member of the
Senate’s foreign affairs committee, on Facebook praised
McCain’s frankness. “An enemy died, salute him for honest
enmity, for honest hatred, for refusal to reconcile. Others
dissemble. He said what he thought.”

Trump nixed statement 
Donald Trump rejected a statement prepared by his

aides that praised John McCain, according to the
Washington Post, underscoring the US president’s endur-
ing scorn for the late senator and war hero. While tributes
have poured in highlighting the Arizona Republican’s life-
time of service, Trump issued a single, terse tweet on

Saturday that sent his “deepest sympathies and respect”
to the bereaved family, without any words for McCain
himself. The absence of a formal communique from the
White House has raised eyebrows and was all the more
conspicuous after Vice President Mike Pence along with
most of the cabinet, Press Secretary Sarah Sanders and all
the living former presidents had issued their own statements

over the weekend. Citing unnamed current and former
White House aides, the Post said Sanders, Chief of Staff
John Kelly and other senior staff had advocated for a state-
ment that called McCain a “hero.” The statement was pre-
pared and given to Trump for his approval, but according to
the paper the president told aides he preferred to tweet
instead, and it was ultimately not released. — Agencies 
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News in brief

Tourists face death penalty 
KUALA LUMPUR: Two Chilean tourists facing the
death penalty in Malaysia for allegedly murdering a
man in a hotel are innocent and acted in self-defense,
their lawyer said yesterday. Felipe Osiadacz and
Fernando Candia are on trial over the killing of a
Malaysian in the lobby of the Kuala Lumpur hotel in
August last year, less than 24 hours after they arrived
in the country on holiday. The young men have pleaded
not guilty. Malaysia has a mandatory death penalty for
murder, and if convicted the pair will be hanged. “It
was all an accident. A person went into the hotel and
demanded money from them,” their lawyer
Venkateswari Alagendra told reporters at the Kuala
Lumpur High Court after a hearing. The Malaysian man
then attacked the Chileans and they fought back in
self-defense, before calling the police, she said. — AFP 

May to visit Africa 
LONDON: Prime Minister Theresa May will make a
three-nation visit to Africa this week, her first to the
continent since becoming British leader in 2016, aimed
at boosting post-Brexit trade ties. May, joined by sev-
eral ministers and 29 business representatives from
various industries, will visit South Africa, Nigeria and
Kenya during the three-day trip, Downing Street said
yesterday. She will be the first British prime minister to
set foot in Kenya since Margaret Thatcher in 1988. “As
we prepare to leave the European Union, now is the
time for the UK to deepen and strengthen its global
partnerships,” May said in a statement. “Africa stands
right on the cusp of playing a transformative role in the
global economy,” she added. —AFP 

Austria asylum seekers 
VIENNA: Austria will no longer allow asylum seekers
to take up apprenticeship opportunities while their
claims are being assessed, a policy reversal by the
country’s anti-immigration government criticized by
the opposition. The government is working on a new
regulation to fill vacant training places with laborers
from third countries, but will no longer open them to
asylum seekers, government spokesman Peter
Launsky-Tieffenthal told the Austrian news agency
APA late Sunday. The decision reverses a 2012 policy
aimed at integrating refugees. —AFP 

N Korea to free Japanese 
SEOUL: A Japanese tourist detained in North Korea will
be released “on the principle of humanitarianism”,
Pyongyang’s state media reported as Tokyo seeks a sum-
mit with the North amid a diplomatic thaw on the penin-
sula. “Tomoyuki Sugimoto, who visited the DPRK as a
Japanese tourist recently, was kept under control by a
relevant institution to be inquired into his crime against
the law of the DPRK,” the KCNA news agency said. Little
is known about Sugimoto but Japanese media reports
have said he was a videographer visiting the North on a
tour arranged by a foreign travel agency. —AFP 

Uganda’s MP gets bail
KAMPALA: Ugandan singer-turned-politician Robert
Kyagulanyi, better known as Bobi Wine, was released
on bail yesterday after two weeks in detention.
Kyagulanyi and 33 others, including two fellow serving
MPs, are facing treason charges in a case that has trig-
gered an international outcry. They were arrested after
stones were thrown at President Yoweri Museveni’s
convoy, breaking a car window, as he visited the town
of Arua to support the ruling-party candidate during a
by-election. Yesterday, judge Stephen Mubiru at the
high court in the northern town of Gulu released
Kyagulanyi and some of his co-accused on bail. Two
serving opposition MPs, one former MP and the win-
ner of the by-election, Kassiano Wadri, were also
granted bail.  — AFP
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EU security must 
no longer depend 
on US, France says
PARIS: French President Emmanuel Macron said yester-
day that he would put forward new proposals for the
European Union to boost its security, saying the bloc must
stop depending on American might. “Europe can no longer
rely on the United States for its security. It is up to us to
guarantee European security,” he said in a speech to
relaunch his diplomatic agenda.

His proposals will be unveiled “in the coming months”,
Macron told an audience of some 250 diplomats, law-
makers and international relations experts gathered to
mark the return from the summer break. “I want us to
launch an exhaustive review of our security with all
Europe’s partners, which includes Russia,” he added.
Macron’s comments came after a string of gestures from
US President Donald Trump distancing himself from tra-
ditional NATO allies.

Trump has repeatedly called into question the
Western alliance’s core commitment to mutual defense,
while complaining that the US spends too much on mili-
tary support for Europe. Macron came to power last year
vowing to overhaul the EU and has pushed for deep
political reforms - including a separate budget for the
euro-zone - which have so far met with lukewarm sup-
port. The French president, who will head to Denmark
and Finland for a three-day trip from today hoping to
shore up support for his EU shake-up, called for redou-
bled efforts to reform the bloc.

“We need to take new initiatives, build new alliances,”
he said. “France wants a Europe which protects, even as
extremism has grown stronger and nationalism has awok-
en,” he said. EU powerhouse Germany has given only mut-
ed backing to Macron’s ambitious plans, but his call for
greater European military cooperation echoes recent
comments by German Foreign Minister Heiko Maas.
Writing in the Handelsblatt newspaper, Maas called last
week for Europe to “take an equal share of the responsi-

bility” and “form a counterweight” to Washington as
Europe-US relations cool.

Syria warning 
In a typically expansive overview of his vision of

France’s role in the world, Macron also blasted Syrian
President Bashar Al-Assad, warning his regime was on the
verge of creating a fresh humanitarian crisis in Idlib
province. The regime says it is determined to retake the
northwestern province on the Turkish border - Syria’s last
major rebel stronghold - amid speculation of a looming
Russian-backed assault.

“The situation is alarming because the regime is

threatening to create another humanitarian crisis in
Idlib province and until now has shown no desire to
negotiate the slightest political transition,” Macron
said. “This means reinforcing pressure on the regime
and its allies, and I expect Russia and Turkey to take
account of their roles and the commitments they have
made,” he added. “Since day one I have considered
Daesh (the Islamic State group) to be our principal
enemy, and I have never made the ousting of Bashar
Al-Assad a condition of our diplomatic or humanitari-
an action in Syria,” he said. But he accused Assad of
“creating thousands of refugees” and “massacring his
own people”. — AFP 

PARIS: French President Emmanuel Macron delivers a speech during the annual French ambassadors’ confer-
ence at the Elysee Palace in Paris yesterday. — AFP 

German far-right 
protesters seek 
to ‘hunt down’
foreigners
BERLIN: Chancellor Angela Merkel yesterday con-
demned far-right protesters for seeking to “hunt down”
foreigners after the killing of a German man allegedly by
a foreigner. The far-right movement PEGIDA called for
demonstrations for a second straight day after a gather-
ing of around 800 people in the ex-communist city of
Chemnitz degenerated into chaos, forcing police to call
in reinforcements. Several national media outlets, includ-
ing the Bild tabloid, reported that some demonstrators
shouted “We are the people” and “Get lost” at those
they thought appeared to be migrants.

Freelance journalist Johannes Grunert, who reports
frequently on the far-right scene, told Spiegel Online he
witnessed some protesters using bottles to attack for-
eign-looking people. “Such riotous assemblies, the hunt-
ing down of people who appear to be from different
backgrounds or the attempt at spreading hate in the
streets, these have no place in our country,” said
Merkel’s spokesman Steffen Seibert, stressing Berlin’s
strong condemnation of the violent protests. Asked
about an apparent call by an MP from the far-right AfD
party for vigilante action, Seibert warned that it is the
legal system that delivers justice in a constitutional
democracy.

AfD lawmaker Markus Frohnmaier had written on
Twitter: “If the state can no longer protect the citizen,
then people will go on the streets and protect them-
selves.” Sunday’s violent demonstration was triggered by
the death of a 35-year-old German national following a
“dispute between several people of different nationali-
ties” in Chemnitz. Two other men, aged 33 and 38, were

hospitalized with severe injuries, police added. Police did
not give further details of the dispute, but local media
reported that a knife was used in the fight that took
place on the sidelines of a street festival. 

Protest, counter-protest
“If I look at what has happened here on Sunday, I’m

horrified,” Chemnitz mayor Barbara Ludwig told regional
broadcaster MDR. “The fact that people can agree to
meet... run through town and threaten people is bad.” As
outrage grew over the scenes of xenophobic violence by
the mostly male protesters, left-leaning activists called
for a counter-protest yesterday in the city, hours before
PEGIDA supporters were due to gather. In its call for a
demonstration at 6:30 pm, PEGIDA’s Chemnitz and West

Saxony regional chapter said: “Muster strength from
anger and sadness! Only together can we ensure that his
death was not pointless.”

Saxony state has become a hotspot for racist hate
crimes, as misgivings run deep in the region against the
arrival of more than a million asylum seekers since
2015. The state is also the birthplace of the
Islamophobic PEGIDA movement, which is linked to
the AfD-a party that has scooped up voters who blame
Merkel for the migrant influx. Surveys suggest the AfD
is on track to become the second biggest party in
Saxony when regional elections are held there next
year. Results of last year’s general election show that in
Chemnitz itself the AfD has as many voters as Merkel’s
centre-right CDU. — AFP 

WASHINGTON: This undated handout photo shows John S McCain III (lower right) during flight training. He was a
hero, a statesman who cut a towering figure in Washington. But for many in the increasingly angry world of
American politics, John McCain will be missed for a far humbler virtue-simple civility. — AFP 

SAXONY: Riot police cross the street as a city festival was cancelled after a 35-year-old German
national died in hospital following a “dispute between several people of different nationalities”,
according to the police. — AFP 


