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Education Ministry
ready for academic
year 2018-19
KUWAIT: Kuwaiti Ministry of Education and Higher
Education expressed its readiness yesterday to com-
mence the new academic year, with its administrative

and education staffs. The
Ministry’s Undersecretary
Haitham Al-Athari said
that basic and fundamen-
tal preparations were con-
ducted, as the country’s
six educational adminis-
trations and school princi-
pals are completely ready
for the new academic
year. Athari conducted
many field tours lately to
various schools to deal
with any possible obsta-
cles, like some mainte-
nance issues in a number
of schools, added.

Meanwhile, Athari stat-
ed that the schools are ready at all levels, guaranteeing
a high level of hygiene, adding that all conditioning units
are functioning well. On the other hand, the Ministry is
awaiting a batch of new teachers to arrive to the coun-
try, while the current teaching and administrative staffs
are at full readiness, Athari noted. Three schools were
closed; one in Hawally and other two in Al-Ahmadi edu-
cational regions, for safety reasons, and students were
transferred to other schools, Athari affirmed. — KUNA

By Jeri Al-Jeri

KUWAIT: Salwa’s public library hosted a
Turkish course Sunday evening. Instructor
Imrah Orhan offered attendees an introduc-
tory lesson on the Turkish alphabet and
basic grammar. Turkish is a popular language
to learn in Kuwait, with many locals and
expatriates traveling to the nearby Middle
Eastern country for holidays all year round.
Turkish entertainment, especially serials, are
widely popular with Arab audiences and
knowing a bit of the language helps further
that enjoyment. 

During the workshop, I had the pleasure of
meeting a young, tenacious Kuwaiti woman
named Eman Al-Salem who has assiduously
worked her way up the six levels of Turkish -
from beginner to fluent. She attended the
Salwa library event, arriving before anyone

else to get a good seat and prepare for the les-
son. The young lady even enrolled herself in a
special language course in Turkey in
order to improve her skills and earn
certification officially as a Turkish
speaker. The following are excerpts
from my interview with her:

Kuwait Times: What attracted
you to learn Turkish?

Eman: The language is beautiful!
It is so close to Arabic ears. It is not
far from our language. We share a
lot of common words and phrases.
Given the fact that it is very much
used in social media, I can say that
learning it will be a piece of cake.

KT: Was learning Turkish in
Turkey a difficult challenge?

Eman: No, it is quite the opposite. It was
really fun and educational at the same time.

And I would like to thank my teacher and my
colleagues from all different ethnicities. We all

had a common goal and that it is to learn
Turkish. Also, I am grateful for the hospitality
of the Turkish people. 

KT: Did your view of the Turkish society
change after you learned the language?

Eman: They are highly educated and civi-
lized and very proud of their language, that
they will assist everyone who wants to learn
their mother tongue.

KT: Do you advise Kuwaiti women to learn
in Turkey? Or is it enough that they learn it in
Kuwait?

Eman: Kuwait’s education is no less
important than Turkey’s, however it is more
powerful to learn a language in its own coun-
try of origin. 

KT: What is your response to the stereo-
typical views about racism in Turkey for
Arabic ethnicities?

Eman: As I have said before, everyone is
responsible for their action and attitude.
There is no country that is a utopia. 

Turkish day crash course
held at Salwa’s public library 

Eman Al-Salem learned Turkish starting from the beginner level all the way to fluent

Turkish is
so close to
Arabic ears

Haitham Al-Athari

NBK launches
last session 
of Summer
Internship
Program 
KUWAIT: The National Bank of Kuwait
(NBK) launched recently the fourth and
last session of the 2018 Summer
Internship Program. The program is cus-
tom-made for high school and college
students aged between 14 and 21 years.
Mohammad Al-Kharafi, NBK General
Manager, Operations Group attended
the opening ceremony and welcomed the
students. 

Yaqoub Al-Baqer, NBK Public
Relations Team Leader said, “NBK
Summer Internship Program is specially
designed for high school and college stu-
dents as an extension of NBK’s educa-
tion outreach services. The program
demonstrates NBK’s long-standing
social involvement as well as its national
commitment towards providing the
young generations with the appropriate
opportunities to experience firsthand
how the actual professional banking
issues and transaction are handled and
processed.”

“We are proud of the outcome of
the  2018 Summer internsh ip  pro-

gram,” Baqer added. “We are looking
forward to welcome the students who
couldn’t register this year in our next
year program.” 

The five-hour daily sessions of two-

week internship featured a mixture of
theoretical and practical training dedi-
cated to providing the interns with
invaluable knowledge on a variety of
subjects such as; the team work, cre-

ative thinking, means of self-expression
and modern banking work procedure,
in addition to helping interns to have
greater exposure to dai ly banking
work procedures.

KIB celebrates
Eid Al-Adha
with children
KUWAIT: In line with Kuwait International
Bank’s (KIB) ongoing commitment to social
responsibility by supporting various initiatives, a
group of employees from the Public Relations
Department at the bank organized a special visit
to Amiri Hospital’s Pediatrics Department on the
occasion of Eid Al-Adha. The initiative was
organized in cooperation with the Kuwait
Association for Care of Children in Hospital
(KACCH).

During the visit, the team distributed the
annual Eid money, known as eideya, to children.
The visit aimed at celebrating this special occa-
sion with children to spread joy and happiness
by putting smiles on the faces of sick children
and bringing hope to their hearts. 

This initiative came as part of KIB’s contin-
uous dedication to increasing its visits to
patients at hospitals, which falls under its
social responsibility program aimed at con-
tributing to the welfare of all segments of the

community. Sharing moments of joy and hap-
piness with patients and their families is a
cherished initiative that is carried out by the
bank every Eid. KIB always strives to partici-
pate in these social events as a means to
strengthen the spirit of unity, closeness, and
enhance the lines of communication across
the entire community.

KIB also noted the key role that KACCH
plays in providing necessary psychosocial sup-
port to sick children and their families, as well as
reducing the negative impact of hospitalization
and stressful healthcare experiences.
Additionally, the bank urged all private and
public institutions to seek the support and care
of these impactful associations.

KUWAIT: Kuwait Finance House (KFH) staff welcomed pilgrims at Terminal 4 of
Kuwait International Airport upon their return back from Saudi Arabia, where
they performed Hajj.KUWAIT: The Commercial Bank of Kuwait (CBK) sponsored a campaign launched by the Farwaniya Governorate during Eid Al-Adha to distribute

brand new clothes to cleaning workers and people in need.

Eman Al-Salem


