
DENVER: DJ LeMahieu and Nolan Arenado had two hits
each in Colorado’s eight-run eighth inning, Matt Holliday
homered and the Rockies pounded the St. Louis Cardinals
9-1 in Denver on Saturday night. Carlos Gonzalez had
three hits, including a tiebreaking double in the eighth, and
reliever Adam Ottavino (6-2) got the win despite giving up
a run to tie the game 1-1 in the top of the eighth. The
Cardinals had their nine-game road winning streak
snapped and saw the National League wild-card race
tighten. The Rockies tied Arizona for first place in the NL
West. Colorado is also tied with Milwaukee for the second
wild-card spot a half-game behind St. Louis. Pinch-hitting
for German Marquez, who allowed just three hits in seven
shutout innings, Holliday hit a solo homer in the seventh,
his first for the Rockies since 2008. The 38-year-old is in
his second stint with Colorado after being added to the
roster earlier this week.

MARINERS 4, DIAMONDBACKS 3 (10 INNINGS)
Denard Span hit a one-out homer in the 10th inning

after Kyle Seager hit a two-out, two-run, game-tying dou-
ble in the ninth as Seattle rallied at Arizona. Span, who
entered as a pinch hitter in the eighth inning, homered off
Jake Diekman (1-2) to give Seattle its first series victory
since a four-game sweep at Houston from Aug. 9-12.
Edwin Diaz recorded his major-league-leading 50th save
by pitching out of trouble in the last of the 10th. Paul
Goldschmidt and David Peralta singled to put runners on
the corners, but Goldschmidt was thrown out at home on a
grounder before Diaz recorded two flyouts to end it.

PIRATES 9, BREWERS 1
Adam Frazier hit a three-run home run to help visiting

Pittsburgh end a four-game losing streak by pounding
Milwaukee. Gregory Polanco added a two-run single, Josh
Harrison and Colin Moran an RBI double each and Sean
Rodriguez an RBI single for Pittsburgh, which has scored 15
runs in splitting the first two games of this series after totaling
seven runs total during a seven-game homestand. Christian
Yelich hit a solo homer for Milwaukee, which had won four of
its previous five games. The Brewers fell 4 1/2 games behind
the first-place Chicago Cubs in the National League Central.

CUBS 10, REDS 6
Daniel Murphy and Kyle Schwarber launched two-run

home runs, and Javier Baez added a solo shot and drove in
three runs overall as host Chicago battered Cincinnati.
Murphy, playing in his fourth game for the Cubs since
being acquired from the Washington Nationals, homered
to right-center field off Reds starter Luis Castillo. His
eighth home run of the season capped a three-run second
inning. It was also Murphy’s second home run in two days
against the Reds. It was the fourth straight win for the
National League Central-leading Cubs, including the first
three games of the series. The Reds have lost four in a row
and five of six.

DODGERS 5, PADRES 4 (12 INNINGS)
Justin Turner hit a game-winning RBI double in the 12th

inning immediately following a 20-minute power outage as
Los Angeles edged visiting San Diego. The Padres tied the
game 4-4 in the ninth inning on a home run from Austin
Hedges off Dodgers closer Kenley Jansen. It was the third
consecutive game Jansen gave up either the game-tying or
go-ahead home run since coming off the disabled list
because of an irregular heartbeat. Dodgers sluggers
Manny Machado and Max Muncy each reached the 30-

homer plateau. Clayton Kershaw gave up three runs (two
earned) on seven hits with nine strikeouts. Los Angeles is 2
1/2 games back in the NL West.

YANKEES 10, ORIOLES 3 (GAME 1)
Miguel Andujar, Brett Gardner, Gleyber Torres and

Aaron Hicks all homered, and J.A. Happ kept host
Baltimore quiet for six innings as New York cruised to vic-
tory in the first game of a day-night doubleheader. Andujar
hit a three-run homer during a four-run third inning that
gave the Yankees control en route to their second straight
win in this series. He finished the game 2-for-5 with four
RBIs. Giancarlo Stanton nearly hit his 300th career homer,
but rookie center fielder Cedric Mullins made a leaping
catch at the fence and robbed him in the sixth.

YANKEES 5, ORIOLES 1 (GAME 2)
Austin Romine homered while Aaron Hicks and

Giancarlo Stanton each had RBI singles, and New York
completed a doubleheader sweep at Baltimore. New York
starter Sonny Gray (10-8) has been inconsistent through-
out much of this season but is 4-1 in five starts against the
Orioles, giving some of his best performances. The right-
hander allowed just three hits in 6 1/3 shutout innings,
striking out seven. The Yankees will go for a four-game
series sweep on Sunday night. Baltimore now has lost sev-
en consecutive games.

RAYS 5, RED SOX 1
Tommy Pham homered, and Kevin Kiermaier tripled

among two hits to score what proved to be the game-win-
ning run and help lead Tampa Bay to its seventh straight
victory with a win over visiting Boston. Joey Wendle and
Matt Duffy each had two hits and a walk, and Ji-Man Choi
had an RBI triple for Tampa Bay, which has won the first
two of the three-game series with the Red Sox. Boston
entered the weekend with a 14-series unbeaten streak (10-
0-4), the team’s longest since 1972 (10-0-6). The Red Sox,
who haven’t been swept in a series all year long and face
Rays ace Blake Snell on Sunday, last lost a series on June
29-July 1 to the New York Yankees at Yankee Stadium.

BLUE JAYS 8, PHILLIES 6
Aledmys Diaz hit a three-run double with two out in the

bottom of the eighth inning, and Toronto came back to
defeat visiting Philadelphia. Toronto’s Kendrys Morales
homered for the sixth game in a row, a two-run shot in the
fourth inning, to equal the club record set in 2001 by Jose
Cruz Jr. Morales has seven homers in the span. Billy
McKinney added a two-run blast in the seventh inning for
the Blue Jays, who have won the first two games of the
three-game series as part of a five-game winning streak.

MARLINS 3, BRAVES 1
Wei-Yin Chen continued his home mastery, and Brian

Anderson hit a pinch-hit, two-run home run to lead host
Miami over Atlanta. Chen (5-9) is 1-6 with a 9.35 ERA on
the road this year. At home, however, he has been brilliant
as he was once again this night, tossing six scoreless
innings and striking out 10. He allowed six hits and two
walks and lowered his home ERA to 1.86. The Braves are
13-5 against the Marlins this year. But, after winning on
Thursday, Atlanta has lost two straight in this four-game
weekend series.

METS 3, NATIONALS 0
Zack Wheeler pitched seven gritty innings for his

career-high seventh straight win, and Amed Rosario
homered in the sixth inning as New York dealt visiting
Washington its third straight shutout loss. Wheeler (9-6)
allowed six hits and frequently used his defense to work
out of jams. He is 7-0 with a 1.68 ERA in his last eight
starts and picked up his latest win despite putting runners
on in five of seven innings. The Nationals were shut out in
three consecutive games for the first time since moving to
Washington in 2005. The franchise last was shut out in
three straight games April 13-15, 2004, when the Montreal
Expos were blanked against the Marlins.

ASTROS 8, ANGELS 3
Marwin Gonzalez keyed a four-run eighth inning with a

leadoff home run, and Houston extended its winning
streak to four games with a win over Los Angeles at
Angel Stadium. Gonzalez slugged his 14th homer, and
eighth this month, to end what had been a frustrating
stretch for the Astros, who stranded runners at third base
in the fifth, sixth and seventh innings. Justin Verlander (13-
8) carried a 26-inning scoreless streak at Angel Stadium
into the fourth before Shohei Ohtani belted a two-run
homer the opposite way to left-center field. Verlander
allowed three runs on six hits and two walks with six
strikeouts over six innings.

ATHLETICS 6, TWINS 2
Jonathan Lucroy hit the 13,000th home run in Oakland

franchise history, a three-run shot that paved the way to a
win over Minnesota at Minneapolis. Right-hander Mike
Fiers (10-6) remained unbeaten in four starts since joining
the A’s earlier in the month, limiting the Twins to one run in 5
2/3 innings en route to Oakland’s second straight win after a
loss in the series opener Thursday. With the win, the A’s
remained 1 1/2 games back in the American League West.

ROYALS 7, INDIANS 1
Ryan O’Hearn had three RBIs, including a tiebreaking

two-run double, and Lucas Duda went 3-for-4 with a
homer as Kansas City routed visiting Cleveland. Right-
hander Heath Fillmyer (2-1) allowed one run and three hits
over six innings as the Royals notched back-to-back wins
for the first time since victories on July 31 and Aug. 1.
Indians right-hander Corey Kluber (16-7) was tagged for
five runs and nine hits over 5 1/3 innings to squash his
attempt to become the first 17-game winner in the majors.
The loss was the fourth in a row for Cleveland, matching a
season worst that occurred twice earlier this season.

GIANTS 5, RANGERS 3
Left-hander Andrew Suarez shut out Texas over seven

innings, and Brandon Crawford capped a four-run first
inning with a three-run home run to propel host San
Francisco to victory. On a day when star catcher Buster
Posey was shut down for the rest of the season in order to
have hip surgery, the Giants held on to win for only the
third time in their last 10 games. Suarez (5-9) limited the
Rangers to three hits in seven innings. He walked three
and struck out five.

WHITE SOX 6, TIGERS 1
Lucas Giolito pitched seven strong innings, and Kevan

Smith blasted a two-run home run as Chicago rolled to
victory at Detroit. Giolito (10-9) recorded his third con-
secutive win and second against the Tigers this month. He
limited them to one run on three hits while striking out six.
Smith’s homer was his first of the year. Matt Davidson and
Yoan Moncada each had two hits, a run scored and an RBI
for the White Sox, who have won two of three in the four-
game series. — Reuters
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SPA-FRANCORCHAMPS: Formula One world
champions Mercedes say they will explore closer
ties with Force India after that team’s change of
ownership, along the lines of Ferrari’s relationship
with Haas and Sauber.

Some rivals-notably Renault, McLaren and
Williams-have expressed concern that Formula One
risks becoming even more of a two-tier championship
with manufacturer ‘A’ teams and closely-linked ‘B’ out-
fits. US-owned Haas have a close technical agreement
with Ferrari while Swiss-based Sauber have a long tra-
dition of using the Italian team’s engines and running
drivers contracted to Ferrari.

Red Bull also own two teams, with Toro Rosso the
junior outfit, who will both have Honda engines next
year. “Obviously a few years ago when Ferrari spotted
the potential in collaborating closely with another
team it triggered a thought process with everybody
else,” Mercedes team boss Toto Wolff told reporters at
the Belgian Grand Prix.

“You can see that, and only Ferrari will know how
much benefit that has generated but there is benefit in
such a cooperation if it is structured well,” added the
Austrian, who also emphasised there were limits.

“No team wants to be a B team, no team wants to
be a junior team... everybody will want their own suc-
cess and this is something you need to honour and to
respect in Formula One,” said Wolff. “If you can meet
on an eye level then a collaboration can make sense.
But making it happen is not trivial.”

Wolff noted that Force India’s Silverstone factory
was just a few miles down the road from Mercedes’
Brackley base and said the champions would “explore
all avenues” within the permissible regulations.

Force India already use Mercedes engines, as do
former champions Williams whose Canadian driver
Lance Stroll looks set to switch to Force India after his
billionaire father Lawrence took over at the head of a
consortium of associates. Williams are a family-run
independent constructor who have switched engine
supplier over the years.—Reuters

Mercedes to 
explore closer 
ties with 
Force India

Astros run winning streak to 4 with 8-3 win over Angels

DENVER: Matt Holliday #7 of the Colorado Rockies follows through after hitting a seventh inning solo homerun
against the St Louis Cardinals at Coors Field on Saturday in Denver, Colorado. Players are wearing special jer-
seys with their nicknames on them during Players’ Weekend. —AFP

WELLINGTON: The All Blacks are expected to stick to
their strategic plan of giving some of their less experi-
enced players an opportunity to start against Argentina in
their next Rugby Championship match even though the
Pumas are coming off a win over the Springboks.

Steve Hansen’s team beat Australia 40-12 at Eden Park
yesterday to sew up the Bledisloe Cup with a game to
spare, while Mario Ledesma’s Pumas upset South Africa
32-19 later in the day to record a rare victory in the south-
ern hemisphere competition. Hansen had indicated prior to
the tournament that his long-term goal was to develop
experience this year as a means of bedding down tactics to
take through to the 2019 Rugby World Cup in Japan. That
had not changed, he told reporters in Auckland on Sunday,
even if the temptation was to stick with a winning side, with
several first-choice players likely to be rested ahead of the
clash with the Springboks in Wellington on Sept. 15.

“You’re always flexible in your thinking but we’ve got a
plan in place, and we’ve just got to trust everybody to do
their jobs,” Hansen said. “You can’t get sidetracked by

results, and you’ve got to understand what you’re trying to
do. “We’re very fortunate we’ve got a strong squad and
what will make it stronger is giving people game-time
from time to time and trusting them.

“Through trusting them they will grow and all of a sud-
den people start talking about how much depth we’ve
got.” That planning is likely to see players such as flyhalf
Richie Mo’unga, who has just one cap off the bench, and
uncapped scrumhalf Te Toiroa Tahuriorangi getting the
nod in Nelson on Sept. 8.

Loose forwards Shannon Frizell and Jackson Hemopo
could also make the 23-man squad for the clash against
the Pumas, who in recent years have often been competi-
tive for 60 minutes before falling away in the final quarter.

Under Ledesma, the Jaguares-which is essentially the
national side-advanced to the Super Rugby playoffs for
the first time this year and the players have appeared
eager to adapt to a more free-flowing game plan. “They’re
going to be tough. They’ve had a good win (against South
Africa),” Hansen said. “We know they’re a good side.
(Ledesma) has got them going well, and playing probably
a little more fluently than they were. “They’re using the
Super Rugby style of game and we’d expect them to bring
that into the test arena.” Hansen added that Ryan Crotty,
who was concussed in the All Blacks’ 38-13 victory over
the Wallabies in Sydney last week and Rieko Ioane (ham-
string) should be in contention for the Nelson game. Sonny
Bill Williams, however, was still a doubt after a shoulder
injury forced him out of the first two matches of the Rugby
Championship. — Reuters
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PARAMUS: American stars Tiger Woods and Jordan
Spieth expressed their confidence in security
arrangements for next month’s Ryder Cup team golf
showdown in France. Ryder Cup organizers have been
working with French police and government agencies
on security measures at the course, Le Golf National,
and team hotel in Versailles since May 2011, when
France was awarded the Ryder Cup.

The Telegraph of London reported earlier this
week a “Ring of Steel” would be in place. And if
French President Emmanuel Macron and his US coun-
terpart, Donald Trump, were to attend, elite special
forces would be placed on duty with mobile surface-
to-air infrared missiles also deployed, according to
the story. As well, the Versailles area will be closed to
air traffic, with the exception of registered helicopters
and fighter jets. An expected 50,000 fans are expect-
ed to flock to the course, with the September 28-30
event expected to be the strongest-guarded golfing
event in the history of the ancient club-and-ball game.
Woods has played the Le National course just once,
back in 1994 as an amateur, and while he was named a
USA Team vice-captain earlier this year, the 42-year-
old winner of 14 major titles is expected to be
announced by US captain Jim Furyk next month as
one of four captain’s picks for the 12-man roster.

“I have traveled all over the world playing golf, so
I’ve experienced different security scenarios where
ever I’ve been,” Woods said from this week’s PGA
Northern Trust tournament. “I am sure the Ryder Cup
will be fine and the organizers will have covered every
security issue.

“We saw the security in place for the London
Olympics some years back and you could argue
London is in a similar state of alert as France but I
have all confidence in the organizers.” Spieth, who
automatically qualified for a third USA Ryder Cup
team berth, was equally supportive of security prepa-
rations and safety precautions.

“No, I’m not worried and I can imagine just how
security-tight the golf course is going to be,” Spieth
said Saturday at the Northern Trust. “If anything, I
was more scared about going to Brazil two years back
for the Olympic Games.— AFP
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BUENOS AIRES: Argentina’s Los Pumas Marcos Kremer (C) is tackled by South Africa’s Springboks Francois Louw (L)
and Lukhanyo Am (R) during a Rugby Championship 2018 test match at Malvinas Argentinas stadium in Mendoza,
some 1050 km west of Buenos Aires, Argentina on Saturday. Argentina’s Los Pumas won by 32-19. — AFP


