
PARIS: “Our cows have been living off hay
cut in June, there isn’t any grass,” says
Jean-Guillaume Hannequin, a farmer in
eastern France, who like his counterparts
across much of northern Europe is wonder-
ing how he will feed his animals this winter.

Mediterranean countries long ago
adapted their farming practices to little rain,
but this year it is the north of Europe con-
fronting a widespread drought that could
see farmers having to send much of their
herds to slaughter due to a lack of feed.

In Sweden, where swathes of territory
were burned by wildfires this summer as
the country baked under century-high tem-
peratures, the grain harvest is expected to
be down around 30 percent and it is
unclear whether recent cooler temperatures
will allow farmers to take in more hay.

“The feed shortage will be felt this com-
ing winter,” Harald Svensson, chief econo-
mist for the Swedish Board of Agriculture,
told AFP, explaining that “most farmers
have relied on their winter feed reserves
during the drought this summer.”

The situation is similar in Germany,
where officials say one in 25 farms is at risk
of going out of business. In Lower Saxony,
a key region for growing fodder crops, the
harvest is expected to be more than 40
percent down from normal years.

In the Netherlands, the deficit for fodder

is estimated to be 40 to 60 percent,
according to the agricultural association,
with the deficit for grain at 20 percent. 

Price gouging  
The English countryside is far from its

normal undulating green this year, having
not seen a drought like this in 80 years,
according to the official Agriculture and
Horticulture Development Board (AHDB).
Milk production is down sharply due to a
lack of hay.

In France, “the east has been suffering
since the beginning of July, and the rest of
the country since August with an extend-
ed heatwave,” said Patrick Benezit of the
FNSEA umbrella group of French farm-
ers’ unions.

“In many places, even in the Massif
Central, the ‘water tower’ of France, there
won’t be a second cutting of hay, this is
really worrying,” he said.

Benezit also criticized the price gouging
for straw. “Farmers need to buy straw to
mix with hay to feed their animals, and the
traders are profiting from the situation” by
asking for up to 100 euros ($116) per tonne,
he said, when straw sold for between 60
and 80 euros last year.

As prices for fodder and hay climb high-
er, farmers are sending animals to the
slaughterhouse earlier than usual. In Britain,

the number of cattle slaughtered jumped by
18 percent in July, with dairy cows making
up a large portion, according to the AHDB.

In Germany, where the government has
unlocked emergency aid for farmers, there
was a 10 percent increase in animals
slaughtered in the first two weeks of July,
according to authorities.

The Swedish government has responded
by pledging 1.2 billion kronor (117 million
euros, $135 million) in aid for farmers to
buy fodder and avoid sending their animals
to the slaughterhouse.

French farmers are concerned due to
the monopoly on slaughterhouses by the
Bigard group.

“We are afraid they’ll turn the drought
into a bonanza by buying our animals at
even lower prices when we already have
difficulty surviving,” said one livestock
farmer who requested anonymity.

Throwing in the towel? 
The situation is dire for dairy farmers,

who have already been complaining that
they are not being paid enough for their
milk to survive. “The winter risks being cat-
astrophic,” said another French farmer. “To
complement the rations of the animals we
are going to have to buy grain, the price of
which went up this summer, so milk will
become more expensive to produce.”

According to Erwin Schoepges, presi-
dent of the European Milk Board which
counts as members more than 100,000
small dairy farmers, “even before this
drought, production costs weren’t being
covered.”

He said farmers were producing milk at
40 to 45 cents per litre, but able to sell it
for only around 30 to 33 cents a liter. With

the drought, their production costs will
increase further, he said.

The European Commission has promised
exceptional aid to farmers, like speeding up
aid payments and allowing farmers to cut
hay from fallow land. But French farmer
Hannequin is not optimistic. “There are
going to be a massive number of farms
abandoned,” he warned. — AFP 
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‘No grass’: Europe’s livestock 
sector stricken by drought 

Trump hints US
and Mexico on
verge of trade
agreement 
WASHINGTON:  The United States and
Mexico are close to reaching a consensus
over key issues stunting efforts to renegotiate
the North American Free Trade Agreement,
officials from both countries said Saturday.

The trilateral treaty, which includes
Canada, has been a key target in the US pres-
ident’s aggressive trade strategy, and he has
repeatedly threatened to scrap it altogether,
branding it a “disaster.”

But after a year of intense negotiations to
salvage the 25-year-old pact, the US and
Mexico now appear close to a point where
Canada-which had been waiting for US-
Mexican agreement on auto industry rules-
can rejoin the talks.

Speaking to reporters Saturday, Mexico’s
incoming government’s negotiator suggested
the US has even eased off on demands for a
contentious “sunset” clause.

“Our relationship with Mexico is getting
closer by the hour,” US President Donald
Trump tweeted. “Some really good people
within both the new and old government, and
all working closely together....A big Trade
Agreement with Mexico could be happening
soon!” On his way into Saturday’s talks in

Washington, Mexican Economy Minister
Ildefonso Guajardo praised the US presi-
dent’s “optimism,” but remained cautious.

“I think, depending what happens today,
we could confirm it,” he said. “But we are still
not there, as I have said before.” “Today will
be an important day,” he added. “Nothing is
finished until everything is really finished.”

Guajardo and Mexico’s Foreign Minister
Luis Videgaray have been shuttling back and
forth to Washington for more than a month
for meetings with US Trade Representative
Robert Lighthizer to try to iron out major

bilateral stumbling blocks, including rules for
the auto market, before the end of August.
Jesus Seade, an economic advisor to Mexico’s
incoming president, Andres Manuel Lopez
Obrador, has also been participating in por-
tions of the talks.

According to him, the US’s “sunset” pro-
posal-to require that the pact be reautho-
rized every five years —  has been “taken
out,” with new alternatives under discussion.

“It is no longer what the US proposed in
any way, it is an approach focused on future
evaluation and continuation,” he said. — AFP

US pushing for
quick progress 
on EU trade 
issues: Germany
BERLIN: Washington is pressing the
European Union to move more quickly
ontrade negotiations launched after
last month’s meeting between US
President Donald Trump and EU
Commission President Jean-Claude
Juncker, two German officials said on
Saturday.

Emily Haber, Germany’s ambassa-
dor to the United States, told
reporters that a working group
formed after the Trump-Juncker
meeting had convened for the first
time this week, and U.S. officials were
pressing “for very rapid results”. She
said EU officials would need a clear
mandate to move beyond the current
“scoping exercise” and an agreement
would need to be reached well ahead
of European Parliament elections in
May 2019.

“The Americans are in fact pressing
for very rapid results,” Haber said at
an event to unveil plans for more than
1,000 events in the United States next
year aimed at strengthening bilateral
ties. “As far as the timelines go, I
would point out that we have
European Parliament elections next
year, and an agreement would have to
be reached in a timely manner before
these elections,” she said.

Trump agreed during the meeting
with Juncker to refrain from imposing
threatened car tariffs on European
firms while the two sides launched
negotiations to cut tariffs on steel, alu-
minum and other goods.

The surprise agreement eased the
threat of a transatlantic trade war, but
US officials have grown frustrated
about the slow pace of progress in
subsequent weeks, with the first work-
ing group meeting postponed until
after European holidays.

US Treasury Secretary Steven
Mnuchin said last month he was
hopeful the issue could be resolved
“very quickly.” A European
Commission spokesman confirmed
that a meeting of the EU-US working
group took place this week but gave
no details. — Reuters

WASHINGTON DC: In this file photo taken on August 23, 2018, Mexico’s Secretary of
Economy Ildefonso Guajardo speaks to reporters outside the Office of the US Trade
Representative during a day of meetings on the NAFTA treaty in Washington DC. — AFP

Farmers send much of their herds to slaughter due to lack of feed

PARIS: This year the north of Europe is confronting a widespread drought that could see
farmers having to send much of their herds to slaughter due to a lack of feed.


