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BEIJING: China’s transport ministry yesterday
slammed Didi Chuxing’s safety lapses as the ride-
hailing giant said it would suspend its Hitch service
after the rape and murder of a passenger, the sec-
ond such killing this year. A 20-year-old female
passenger was raped and killed by her driver on
Friday in the eastern city of Wenzhou, barely three
months after a similar incident in May. “These two
vicious incidents that have violated the life and
safety of passengers has exposed the gaping oper-
ational loopholes of the Didi Chuxing platform,”
the Ministry of Transport said in a statement. “The
Ministry demands that Didi... stops making empty
promises and takes concrete steps to ensuring
passengers’ safety.”

Among a list of demands, the ministry called on
the Chinese firm, which calls itself the world’s lead-
ing mobile transportation platform, to improve its
driver vetting and driver education process. The
statement was released after a meeting yesterday
between the company, the public security ministry
and the transport departments of Beijing and
Tianjin. Didi said earlier yesterday that it would
suspend the Hitch service — which links up com-
muters travelling in the same direction - beginning
midnight on Monday. 

The announcement came a day after the compa-
ny admitted it bore responsibility for the crime,
failing to act on a complaint about the same driver
from another passenger. She claimed he drove her
to an isolated area and followed her in his vehicle
after she left the car. “The incident shows the many
deficiencies with our customer service processes,
especially the failure to act swiftly on the previous
passenger’s complaint and the cumbersome and
rigid process of information-sharing with the
police,” Didi said in a statement yesterday.

It would also launch a review of the Hitch serv-
ice and look again at its emergency response but-
ton.  The head of Didi Hitch and the vice president
of customer service have been removed from their
positions. Wenzhou police said the driver, identi-
fied by the surname Chung, picked up the victim on
Friday afternoon but she went missing soon after
sending a friend a text message asking for help.
This prompted a manhunt which saw the driver
arrested in the early hours of Saturday, police said. 

‘Get out’
The killing has sparked fresh criticism of Didi -

which muscled Uber out of the market following a
bruising battle - as angry users voiced concern
about its safety. “Since the company can’t regulate
itself, get out of the market,” wrote one user on the
Twitter-like Weibo. In a scathing commentary, the
official Xinhua news agency yesterday pointed out
that Didi has been slapped with over one million
yuan ($148,000) in fines over the past 10 months in
Wenzhou alone. “Despite repeated punishment,
there has been recalcitrant behavior and no
change, a reflection of the company’s indifference
to safety and social responsibility,” the commen-
tary said, calling on Didi to be punished if it fails to
put customer safety first. —AFP 
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KABUL: Afghan President Ashraf Ghani yesterday
rejected the resignations of the intelligence chief and
the interior and defense ministers, as the government
faces fierce criticism over an increasingly deadly insur-
gency. Ghani called on Defense Minister Tariq Shah
Bahrami, Interior Minister Wais Ahmad Barmak and
intelligence chief Masoom Stanekzai to continue their
duties, after rejecting their resignation letters submit-
ted Saturday and demanding they help bolster the
country’s defenses. “President Ghani did not approve
their resignations... and gave them the necessary
instructions to improve the security situation,” said a
palace statement.

Earlier Saturday Ghani’s
powerful national security
adviser Mohammad Haneef
Atmar had resigned, in a
blow to the embattled unity
government before parlia-
mentary elections scheduled
for October. The palace
announced later that Atmar
had been replaced by
Hamdullah Mohib, who was
serving as Afghanistan’s
ambassador to the United
States. “Accepting the resignation of a long-time friend
and colleague was a difficult decision for me, but the
decision had to be taken for the sake of the interest of
the country,” said Ghani, according to a statement. 

The Ghani administration has been widely criticized
for its inability to counter an energized insurgency. The
Taleban have intensified assaults on police and troops
across the country and the Islamic State group has tar-
geted the capital Kabul. This month has seen an
extraordinarily violent series of incidents, including an
attack that saw the Taleban storm the provincial capital
of Ghazni - just a two-hour drive from Kabul-despite

repeated warnings from local officials that the city was
in danger.

Militants held large parts of the city for days and
Afghan forces needed US air power to push them back,
resulting in widespread destruction and estimates of
hundreds of deaths. The resignation letters came a
week after Ghani offered a conditional three-month
ceasefire to the Taleban, a move welcomed by the
United States and NATO after nearly 17 years of war.
The Taleban have yet to officially respond to the offer.
A brief ceasefire in June had sparked hopes that a path
for talks with the insurgents was opening.

Islamic State leader killed 
The leader of the Islamic

State (IS) in Afghanistan was
killed by airstrikes over the
weekend along with 10 other
people, government officials
said Sunday following a
string of deadly attacks by
the extremist group. The
intelligence agency said
Saad Arhabi died in a joint
operation with coalition
forces late Saturday in the

group’s eastern stronghold in Nangarhar province near
the border with Pakistan. “The Emir of Daesh in
Afghanistan along with 10 others was killed,” said a
statement by the National Directorate of Security, call-
ing the group by an Arabic acronym. Arhabi is the
fourth leader of IS’s Afghan branch to be killed since
the group first emerged in the country around 2014.
The agency also said a large number of weapons,
ammunition and explosives were destroyed by the air
attacks.

Provincial governor’s spokesman Attaullah Khogyani
confirmed the leader’s death, also citing a joint opera-

tion involving strikes. US forces in Afghanistan con-
firmed they had conducted a strike in the location
described by Afghan officials, which “targeted a senior
leader of a designated terrorist organization”. IS has a
relatively small but potent presence in Afghanistan,
mainly in Nangarhar but more recently in the northern
province of Jowzjan. Hours before the raid the group
claimed a deadly suicide attack which appeared to tar-
get a sit-in protest outside an election commission
office in the city of Jalalabad. Two people were killed.

The bombing followed a number of bloody attacks

claimed by IS in recent weeks, including assaults on
several government installations in Kabul and a bomb-
ing at a school in a Shiite area of the capital that killed
at least 37 people. The group, however, has suffered
repeated setbacks in the latest fighting season amid a
bloody turf war with the much larger Taleban. Estimates
of their numbers in the country run as high as around
2,000. More than IS 150 fighters surrendered to
Afghan forces in Jowzjan on August 1, a move which
troops and the Taleban hailed as the end of the group’s
foothold in the north of the country.— Agencies 
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KABUL: Smoke and dust (center) rise following an air strike from an Afghan military helicopter during ongoing clashes
between Afghan security forces and militants near the Eid Gah Mosque in Kabul. — AFP 

TOKYO: Shinzo Abe confirmed yesterday he would run
in his ruling party’s leadership election, putting him on
track to become Japan’s longest-serving premier and
bolstering his dream of reforming the constitution. Abe
is expected to be re-elected head of the conservative
Liberal Democratic Party (LDP) easily, with the vast
majority of lawmakers behind him and only one chal-
lenger, former defense minister Shigeru Ishiba. 

“I have decided to lead Japan as the LDP leader and
the prime minister for three more years, and with this
determination, I will run for the leadership election next
month,” Abe told reporters in a televised news confer-
ence. Winning the September 20 run-off would effec-
tively keep the hawkish Abe in power for another three-
year term at the helm of the world’s third-largest econ-
omy, with no real political party opposition to speak of.

Abe pledged yesterday to focus on the demographic
issues raised by Japan’s rapidly ageing society as well
as the “tumultuous changing international situation.” His
rival Ishiba has also identified demographic concerns
and the regional security threat from nuclear-armed
North Korea as the two biggest challenges facing
Japan. In April, Abe found himself on the ropes amid
twin cronyism scandals that reignited the debate over
whether he had sufficient backing to win a third term as
LDP leader as his approval ratings dipped.

But Mikitaka Masuyama, professor of political sci-
ence at the National Graduate Institute for Policy
Studies (GRIPS), predicted the election would be a

“landslide victory for Abe, as he has already obtained
support from an overwhelming majority of MPs.” The
election is decided 50-percent by MPs and the other
half by the LDP’s rank-and-file members. “There is no
one else qualified to lead Japan in an environment
where (President Donald) Trump’s US and China con-
tinue their trade battles that could hit the world econo-
my,” Masuyama said.

‘Forever renounce war’
Analysts believe Abe, 63, will seize on the expected

victory to resume his push to reform Japan’s post-war
constitution, specifically an article that forces the coun-
try to “forever renounce war” and that armed forces
will “never be maintained.” The article creates a
headache for Japan’s Self-Defence Forces (SDF), a
well-equipped military stuck in a constitutional grey
zone. With regional tensions still high, allies have urged
Japan to bolster the role of the SDF but former foes in
Beijing, Seoul and Pyongyang would likely react furi-
ously. “The revision of the Constitution is a long-held
policy goal” of the LDP, Abe said earlier this month.
“We cannot keep just discussing (it),” he said.

Revising the Allied-imposed Constitution is a very
sensitive matter in pacifist Japan and an August 5 poll in
the Asahi Shimbun newspaper showed 52 percent of
people were opposed to changing it, compared to 31
percent in favor. Moreover, more than two-thirds of
people in an NHK poll in April said there were more
pressing issues in Japan, which continues to battle
deflation and problems relating to an ageing society.
According to Masuyama, Abe intends “to clarify the
role of the Self-Defense Forces, and nothing more,”
whereas defense hawk Ishiba prefers a deeper reform
of Japan’s military strategy. “It’s unthinkable that Japan

would take a path towards military power,” said the
analyst.

Abe took power in December 2012 after a landslide
general election victory for the LDP, making a dramatic
comeback after a bowel ailment forced him to resign
the premiership in 2007 following a year in the role.
Currently, the longest serving Japanese prime minister
is Taro Katsura, who served as premier three times
between June 1901 to February 1913. If Abe serves
beyond November next year, completing more than
2,886 days as premier including his 2006-2007 term,
he will be the longest serving prime minister in the
country’s history.—AFP 
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TARUMIZU, Japan: Japan’s Prime Minister Shinzo Abe
speaks to the media as he announces his candidacy for
the upcoming ruling Liberal Democratic Party presidential
election, during a press conference yesterday. — AFP 

SYDNEY: An unknown number of people were
believed to be on the run in a crocodile-infested
region of north-eastern Australia after a fishing
boat ran aground yesterday, authorities and
reports said. An illegal fishing vessel was located
in the vicinity of Daintree River, a mangrove estu-
ary in Far North Queensland state, the home
affairs department said. “We can confirm that 11
people have been located. The first priority is to
confirm the safety and welfare of the people on
the fishing vessel,” the department added in a
statement.

The department did not respond to questions
of whether the vessel was carrying asylum-seek-
ers, illegal migrants or fishermen. Brisbane’s
Courier Mail and commercial television broad-
caster Channel Seven said those on board were
either asylum-seekers or illegal immigrants.
Channel Seven said those found were Indonesian,
while The Australian newspaper said they were
believed to be Vietnamese, adding that up to 40
people were believed to have been onboard the
vessel. A local tourism operator said he had seen
an empty boat that “looked like Chinese junk”.

“Apparently, other boaties were saying over the
radio, it was adrift and before that people were
seen leaving it and running off into the bush,”
David Patterson told national broadcaster ABC.
“We saw this boat and didn’t think a lot of it really,
then after the radio chatter (we heard) it was
deserted and people were seen leaving it.” —AFP 
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SYDNEY: New Australian Prime Minister Scott Morrison
rewarded supporters and extended an olive branch to
rebel right-wingers as he unveiled his “new generation”
cabinet yesterday after taking power in a party-room
coup. Morrison, the former treasurer (finance minister),
was sworn in as prime minister Friday after winning a
Liberal Party leadership challenge against incumbent mod-
erate Malcolm Turnbull. 

The challenge had been instigated by Home Affairs
Minister Peter Dutton, whom Morrison — also to the right
of the party - defeated in a secret ballot. He sought to heal
the wounds exposed by the infighting. “This new Liberal-
National team is a next-generation team,” Morrison told
reporters in Canberra of the governing coalition between
the Liberals and the rural-based Nationals party.

“What we have done today in pulling this team together
is provide for stability... it does begin the process of heal-
ing.” Dutton kept Home Affairs but his super-sized portfo-
lio was split to separate immigration and national security,
with migration issues to be handled by former assistant
finance minister David Coleman. The environment and
energy portfolio, which was held by the man who is now
Treasurer Josh Frydenberg, was also broken up in an
acknowledgement of the tensions the two issues caused
within the party.

Environment and energy policies were key bones of
contention between Turnbull and the right-wingers, who
wanted him to prioritize older electricity generation
sources such as coal over renewables and emissions miti-
gation. Wind-farm critic and Dutton supporter Angus
Taylor was chosen as energy minister, tasked with the job
of lowering soaring electricity prices. MP Melissa Price,
who represents major mining and agriculture centers in
Western Australia state, picked up the environment min-
istry. Marise Payne, the former defense minister, was given

the foreign affairs portfolio after incumbent Julie Bishop
resigned yesterday. Bishop, a rare female voice in the
Australian government, had put her hand up to be one of
three candidates to replace Turnbull. But she received
minimal support from colleagues, even as opinion polls
pointed to her popularity among voters. Her departure has
raised questions about whether she fell victim to party
politics and to a perceived glass ceiling for women in
Canberra. Renowned for her steely gaze dubbed the
“death stare”, Bishop’s highlights as foreign minister
include her strong condemnation of Russia’s role in the
shooting down of Malaysia Airlines MH17 in 2014.

Moderate Christopher Pyne was promoted to defense
minister, while Dutton allies Matthias Cormann (finance),
Mitch Fifield (communications) and Greg Hunt (health)
remained in their cabinet roles.  Former deputy PM and
Nationals leader Barnaby Joyce, who was forced to quit in
February and move to the backbench over his affair with
his younger former media adviser, returned in a drought
advisory role. But there was no room for ex-PM Tony
Abbott - a vocal critic of Turnbull after Turnbull ousted
him as leader in 2015. Morrison said he was open to
Abbott, who had supported Dutton, being involved in gov-
ernment decisions in an advisory capacity.—AFP 
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CANBERRA: Australia’s outgoing Prime Minister Malcolm
Turnbull walks back with his granddaughter after a press
conference in Canberra. —AFP 


