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Mnangagwa sworn in as president of 
Zimbabwe bitterly-contested election 

Opposition leader rejects court ruling, vows ‘peaceful protests’
HARARE: Emmerson Mnangagwa was officially sworn in as
president of Zimbabwe yesterday after winning a bitterly-
contested election which was the country’s first since the
ousting of strongman Robert Mugabe. Mnangagwa, whose
victory in the July 30 polls was challenged by the main
opposition, pledged to “protect and promote the rights of
Zimbabweans” at an inauguration ceremony attended by
thousands of supporters at a stadium in Harare.

“I Emmerson Dambudzo Mnangagwa swear that as
president of the republic of Zimbabwe I will be faithful to
Zimbabwe (and) will obey uphold and defend the consti-
tution of Zimbabwe,” he said to thunderous applause
from a crowd that also included several African heads of
state. “We must now focus on addressing the economic
challenges facing our nation,” he said. “We are all
Zimbabweans, what unites us is greater than what could
ever divide us.

Since independence from Britain in 1980, Zimbabwe
has known only two presidents - Mugabe, who ruled with
an iron fist for 37 years, and his erstwhile right-hand man
Mnangagwa. Nicknamed “The Crocodile”, Mnangagwa
was appointed after Mugabe was forced out by the mili-
tary in November last year. The newly-minted leader
yesterday hailed his victory as a new “dawn” for
Zimbabwe after years of repression and economic mis-
management which left the country burdened by shat-
tered public services, mass poverty and unemployment.

But his promises of reform and pledges to entice back
investors were marred by the army opening fire on pro-
testers, killing six shortly after the poll, as well as allega-
tions of vote-rigging and a violent crackdown on opposi-

tion activists. At the inauguration, Mnangagwa vowed to
open a probe into the violence, which he called “regret-
table and most unacceptable”. Supporters, many wearing
caps and T-shirts emblazoned with Mnangagwa’s image,
filed into the stadium yesterday under banners proclaiming
“Celebrating a new Zimbabwe” and “Unity takes us for-

ward, peace keeps us going.”
“We were stressed with what was happening with the

court procedures but we are happy now because every-
thing has been finalized and we want people to unite and
work together,” said supporter Malvern Makoni of the
opposition’s legal appeals over the vote. Other supporters
also expressed an appetite for reform. “Our country is now
going to develop with president Mnangagwa now in
charge. Mnangagwa is the right man to lead Zimbabwe to
prosperity,” said 41-year-old Blessing Muvirimi. “We want
Zimbabweans to work together.” Mugabe did not attend

the swearing-in but was represented by his daughter
Bonu, who had previously called Mnangagwa a “traitor”
after her father’s ousting.

‘Peace and unity’?
Mnangagwa of the ruling ZANU-PF party won the

election with 50.8 percent of the vote - just enough to
meet the 50 percent threshold to avoid a run-off against
his main opposition challenger Nelson Chamisa, who
scored 44.3 percent. International observers said the polls
were largely free of the violence which characterized pre-
vious votes in Zimbabwe.

However, the European Union earlier expressed concern
that Mnangagwa had benefited from heavy state media
coverage. Similarly, US monitors said yesterday that
Zimbabwe had “not yet demonstrated that it has established
a tolerant, democratic culture”. The country’s top court on
Friday dismissed Chamisa’s bid to have the results annulled
on grounds they were rigged. But the opposition leader has
rejected that ruling and vowed to lead “peaceful protests”. 

“I have a legitimate claim that I am supposed to lead
the people of Zimbabwe,” Chamisa, who heads the
Movement for Democratic Change (MDC) party, said
Saturday. “The court’s decision is not the people’s deci-
sion. The people who voted do not bel ieve in
(Mnangagwa). We have got a clear majority.”
Mnangagwa has sought to turn the page on the issue,
calling for “peace and unity” in a televised address after
the court decision. “Let us put whatever differences we
might have behind us. It is time to build our nation and
move forward together.” — AFP 
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MOSUL: More than a year since the Islamic State
group’s expulsion from Mosul, Sana Ibrahim bears daily
hardship to look after her 22 grandchildren, after losing
five family members during the jihadists’ occupation of
the Iraqi city. Dressed in a long black robe, 61-year-old
Sana never seems to stop. She is surrounded by children
- little girls with pigtails and little boys in colorful t-
shirts, the youngest of whom is just two years old. 

She also cares for her 71-year-old husband, Mowafaq
Hamid, who has Alzheimer’s disease. Sana’s greatest
challenge is finding enough food for the household,
which in total comprises 32 people. During the jihadists’
three-year rule of Mosul, her sons Fares and Ghazwan
were abducted by the Islamic State group, along with
her son-in-law Massud. The men were members of the
security forces and considered “apostates” by IS. 

The group probably killed them, says Sana, who
hopes one day to find their bodies. Throughout the IS
occupation, hundreds of government soldiers and police
officers were kidnapped and executed by the jihadists,
their bodies dumped in mass graves around the northern
city. Iraqi forces launched an offensive in 2016 to retake
Mosul, prompting a months-long battle into the heart of
the city which culminated in the jihadists’ ouster in July
2017. Two of Sana’s other children were killed in the bat-
tle. Her 20-year-old son Youssef and her daughter Nour,
18, were shot by snipers as they tried to flee their long-
time home in the Old City.

Living on donations
The historic district of western Mosul was devastated

in the fighting. Sana and her family had to rush to find a
new place to live after their home was destroyed. They
moved to the eastern part of the city, paying 500,000
dinars ($430) a month to rent a house where they
squeeze into a 150 square meter space. Paying the rent is
a struggle for Sana, whose four surviving children are all
unemployed. “We live thanks to the donations of charita-
ble souls in Mosul. Without them we would have already

have died from hunger and illness,” she said. During
AFP’s visit, one such benefactor appeared bearing bags
of clothes and food. The civil servant said she gives part
of her monthly salary and that of her son to help strug-
gling families. She is far from the only one to help, said
Sana as she separated two squabbling grandchildren and
cleaned the face of a third. In the small kitchen behind
Sana, her youngest son’s wife was busy preparing food
for the increasingly impatient children.

Future hopes
Despite her busy daily life, Sana was clear when

asked about her hopes for the future. She wants her
grandchildren “to study so that they can find good jobs
and can get by,” she added. “I don’t want them to beg on
the streets like many other orphans.” In the absence of
official statistics, non-governmental organizations have
estimated there are more than 3,000 orphans in Mosul.
Sana is already “very proud” of her grandchildren who
are old enough to attend school, all of whom passed
their end-of-year exams. Ahead of the new academic
year, 12-year-old Iman was enthusiastic about returning
to the classroom. “At the moment I’m at secondary
school, but I want to continue my studies,” she said, as
her grandmother looked on. “I will go to university and
become a doctor.” — AFP 
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Two dead, 255 
injured in Iran 
earthquake
TEHRAN: A strong 6.0-magnitude earthquake struck
western Iran near the border with Iraq early yesterday,
killing two people and injuring more than 250, officials
said. The shallow quake hit 26 kilometers southwest of
the city of Javanrud in Kermanshah province, the US
Geological Survey said, near the site of a powerful
quake last year that killed hundreds. Kermanshah gov-
ernor Houshang Bazvand told state broadcaster IRIB
that two people were killed and 255 injured. The head
of the emergency department at Kermanshah University
of Medical Sciences, Saeb Sharidari, said the two dead
were a pregnant woman and a 70-year-old man who
suffered a heart attack.

State news agency IRNA quoted local officials say-
ing that electricity had been cut to 70 villages but that
it was restored to at least 50 by dawn. It added that
there had been more than 65 aftershocks. Bazvand said
at least 500 buildings had been destroyed and would
need to be completely rebuilt. There were potential
problems with drinking water due to damaged infra-
structure in villages, but the local Red Crescent chief,
Mohammad Reza Amirian, said it had not yet been nec-
essary to distribute food and tents.

A crisis centre was set up, with hospitals and relief

organizations placed on alert. But the local director
of crisis management, Reza Mahmoudian, told the
Mehr news agency that “the situation was under
control” and no request for help had been sent to
neighboring provinces. There were reports that the
quake was felt far across the border into Iraq.
Images on social media showed people being rushed
to hospitals, but suggested relatively light damage to
infrastructure.

Iran sits on top of two major tectonic plates and
sees frequent seismic activity. Kermanshah is still
recovering from a devastating 7.3-magnitude quake
that struck last November, killing 620 people in the
province and another eight people in Iraq. That quake
left more than 12,000 people injured and damaged
some 30,000 houses, leaving huge numbers homeless
at the start of the cold season in the mountainous
region. Local officials said the estimated cost of
reconstruction would be measured in the billions of
dollars, at a time when Iran is struggling with a deep-
ening economic downturn. 

There was criticism that much of the new social
housing built as part of a scheme championed by ex-
president Mahmoud Ahmadinejad had failed to with-
stand the tremor. President Hassan Rouhani said those
responsible would be held to account. Iran’s deadliest
quake in recent years was a 6.6-magnitude tremor that
struck the southeast in 2003, decimating the ancient
mud-brick city of Bam and killing at least 31,000 peo-
ple. In 1990, a 7.4-magnitude quake in northern Iran
killed 40,000 people, injured 300,000 and left half a
million homeless, reducing dozens of towns and nearly
2,000 villages to rubble. — AFP 

HARARE: Zimbabwe President Emmerson Mnangagwa (left)
arrives with his wife Auxilia to take his oath of office in
Harare yesterday. Emmerson Mnangagwa was officially
sworn in as president of Zimbabwe after winning a bitterly
contested election that marked the country’s first vote since
Robert Mugabe was ousted from power. — AFP 

Venezuela crisis 
turns indigenous 
people into the 
lost tribe 
CARACAS: Auxiliano Zapata may be a Warao chief but
after fleeing chaotic Venezuela for neighboring Brazil his
people are a lost tribe, wondering if they will ever settle in
their beloved Orinoco river delta again. The Warao, who
number around 20,000 and usually alternate between
towns and traditional rural areas in Venezuela’s northern
Orinoco River region, were among the first to flee to Brazil
from the economic near-collapse and political unrest
under hard-leftist President Nicolas Maduro.

“There was no medicine, no food, no transport, nothing.
Everything became too expensive. To get here I had to sell
everything. I had a television, a cellphone, a fridge,” said
Zapata, 43, at the Pintolandia refugee camp in Boa Vista,
the capital of Brazil’s frontier state of Roraima. The tribal
chief, sheltering at Pintolandia with some 600 other
Waraos, came across the border five months ago with his
wife and 12-year-old son.

Bit by bit the emergency sanctuary, run by the local
government, NGOs and Brazil’s military with help from the
UN refugee agency, has taken on a more permanent look.
White gravel has been spread over the ground and a vol-
leyball court - almost always in use - set up. A new shelter
capable of housing a hundred more sleeping hammocks is
under construction. While he doesn’t have any work yet,
Zapata at least knows his family can get food, feel safe and
have access to a school. Such basics have been stripped
from society in Venezuela, sending growing waves of
migrants and refugees into neighboring countries.

“I would return to Venezuela but I have to wait. I went
back three weeks ago to see my father, who is looking
after our house, and there is nothing there,” Zapata said. “I
won’t tell you more because it makes me sad.” He says he
feels pain for other tribal members who have not managed
to get away, especially those suffering from tuberculosis or

HIV, which are common among the Warao. Public health
has been especially hard hit by Venezuela’s disintegration,
with hospitals lacking almost everything.

Artisanal crafts
The majority of Warao here are familiar with being on

the move. They typically follow the tourist seasons, selling
their artisanal wares, said anthropologist Emerson
Rodrigues, who works at Pintolandia. In Brazil there are
many Warao in the Amazon region cities of Manos and
Belem, as well as in Roraima state. They are scattered but
secure. “Here it’s a safe zone where they can stay and build
some kind of future,” Rodrigues said. Help is given to the
Warao to go out and sell their handmade goods, to find
work and to organize the communal kitchen and other
basics of camp life. No one knows how long they’ll be
there. “They aren’t thinking about going back right now,”
Rodrigues said. “They come and work, put some money
together, then go back to bring money and food, but not to
go back and stay — not till there’s a better outlook.”

Missing the river 
At the Janokoida shelter in Pacaraima, about 125 miles

(200 kilometers) from Boa Vista, Warao children gather
outside at dusk. Reggaeton plays on a small loudspeaker
and volleyball and football games get underway as adults
cook chicken and tortillas on open fires. Camp administra-
tors at first offered the refugees prepared meals but the
indigenous people prefer going out into the countryside to
collect firewood and prepare their own food, said Socorro
Lopes dos Santos, who has been coordinating the
Janokoida shelter for six months.

Just as at Pintolandia, the common refrain at the shelter,
which houses 426 people, is a longing for the distant river
and opportunities to hunt and fish that are integral to the
tribe’s culture. “Recently, we did a group activity where we
asked them to paint something. Every one of the drawings
depicted water,” dos Santos said. “It’s a community that
needs to find its way, and we are trying to help them to
take new paths, whether in Brazil or returning to their
country of origin,” dos Santos said. Zapata thinks he may
end up as far away as the Brazilian Amazon city of
Manaus, several hundred miles to the south, but he still
hopes to return to Venezuela one day. “God wants us to
get our country back,” he said. — AFP 

MOSUL: Sana Ibrahim, a 61-year-old Iraqi matriarch and care-
taker of 22 grandchildren, poses with her family and husband
Mowafaq Hamid in their home on Aug 14, 2018. — AFP 


