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Ancient mosques in Kuwait:
Minarets of faith, knowledge

Bin Bahr Mosque was the first to be built in Kuwait

KUWAIT: Mosques are some of the most sacred build-
ings on earth; hosting seekers of worshipping His
Almighty, knowledge and enlightenment on religious
subjects. For hundreds of years, Kuwaitis have been
building beautiful and simply designed mosques. In the
old times, the ancestors used to erect them with mud,
rock and cane. The roofs were made of Jindal wood.
They used to reserve rainwater on mosques’ roofs, with
a network of metal pipes reaching an ablution chamber,
called ‘Al-Kro’. Minarets were of square shape, not too
high and free of any ornamentation.

Ancient mosques in Kuwait were not only places for
prayer, but were more like makeshift schools, where

sessions were held for memorizing the Quran.
Moreover, scholars used to lecture about religious and
scientific issues. Bin Bahr Mosque was the first one to
be built in Kuwait back in 1670. It was situated oppo-
site Seif Palace, according to the book, ‘History of
Ancient Kuwaiti Mosques’, composed by Adnan Salem
Al-Roumi. The one who laid the corner stone was
Sheikh Ibrahim bin Abdullah Al-Bahr. It was renovated
in 1745 and 1858. It was refurbished in 1956. In 2000,
the Awqaf authority restored and expanded it, keeping
its genuine features and designs.

One of the oldest mosques in Kuwait is Al-Adsani
Mosque, founded in 1747 by Sheikh Mohammed bin

Abdulrahman Al-Adsani. Al-Adsani Mosque had an
important role in the Kuwaiti society as it was one of
the few mosques where Friday and Eid prayers were
held. Researcher Aisha bint Saleh bin Abdulwahab Al-
Adsani said in her book, ‘Al-Adsani Mosque’, that it
was built by Sheikh Mohammad bin Abdulwahab Al-
Adsani, the third Kuwaiti to take charge of the judici-
ary in the country (1756-1783). Sheikh Mohammad
had built it at a location opposite his house within
Kuwait’s first fence. It was home for Quranic studies,
as well as classes to teach the locals scientific topics
and Arabic language, before the emergence of mod-
ern schools. — KUNA

KUWAIT: The humanitarian aid pro-
vided by Kuwait is still helping to save
lives across large swathes of the globe.
In line with orders of His Highness the
Amir Sheikh Sabah Al-Ahmad Al-
Jaber Al-Sabah, Kuwait has continued
aiding the needy worldwide, especially
during Eid Al-Adha last week. On
Wednesday in Beirut, a team from the
Kuwait Red Crescent Society (KRCS)
distributed humanitarian aid to hun-
dreds of displaced Syrian families
throughout Lebanon. Team leader
Youssef Al-Naqi said that 400 food
parcels were handed to some 200
families’ eastern Lebanon, while 420
parcels more were the share of anoth-
er 210 families in Mount Lebanon. He
added that the team also help a recre-
ational activity for Lebanese and
Syrian orphans northern Lebanon,
during which some 466 gift bags were
given out.

Moreover, the team concluded its
activity by distributing 550 Eid pres-
ents and ‘sacrifices’ to displaced fami-
lies in refugee camps in Bekaa and
Akkar, Naqi pointed out. To that, the
KRCS announced last Thursday it is
sending urgent food aid to 900 peo-
ple in famine-stricken areas of
Mauritania. Head of the Society’s mis-
sion to the Arab country, Jassem
Qambar, said that poverty, drought
and floods, have hit hard in the east-
ern part of the country.

On Friday, Kuwait announced a
donation of $500,000 as aid to
Vanuatu to face the wide damage
caused by tropical cyclone ‘Hola’ and
volcanic activities last March. Kuwaiti
Ambassador to Australia Najeeb Al-

Bader forwarded the decision to
donate to Charge d’Affaires of the
High Commission of the Republic of
Vanuatu Evaristo Chalet during their
meeting. The Ambassador noted that
the decision of the Kuwaiti govern-
ment comes in response to the emer-
gency appeal launched by the
Republic of Vanuatu and its humanitar-
ian action plan to respond to these two
natural catastrophes in the Island of
Ambae. The plan included an appeal
for financial and in-kind aid from the
international community to provide
humanitarian assistance, including
food and agricultural security, shelter,
water, sanitation, logistics and protec-
tion for children and women.

Meanwhile, Chalet stressed his

country’s great appreciation of
Kuwait’s contribution, which will fur-
ther enhance the strong friendship
between the two countries. He also
confirmed his country’s intention to
name the projects after the State of
Kuwait in recognition of the prominent
role of the Kuwaiti leadership, govern-
ment and people, as it continues to
finance a number of development proj-
ects in the world, particularly in his
country. He added that Kuwait provid-
ed last year a financial contribution for
the construction of two educational
projects with a total value of about
$509,335. He noted that Kuwait is the
first country in the Middle East to
build educational institutions in his
country. — KUNA

Kuwait continues aid in Eid

Kuwaiti Ambassador to Australia Najeeb Al-Bader meets with Charge
d’Affaires of the High Commission of the Republic of Vanuatu Evaristo
Chalet.

NEW YORK: The State of Kuwait has reiterated its firm
stand of rejecting terrorism in all its forms, regardless of
cause, motive and source. Such criminal act should not be
associated with a certain religion, nationality or ethnicity,
as fighting this phenomenon requires drumming up all
international efforts, said Counselor Bader Al-Munayekh,
deputy permanent representative of the Kuwaiti mission to
the United Nations, in a speech late Thursday. His remarks
came during a session on threats facing international
peace and security.

Stressing that promotion of a culture of tolerance and
coexistence among peoples and nations, Munayekh noted
that the fight against terrorism requires concrete interna-
tional efforts. The State of Kuwait, he pointed out, was
keen to combat terrorism by ratifying majority of the rele-
vant international conventions and regional agreements.

In this vein, Kuwait hosted a ministerial meeting of the

International Alliance against the so-called Islamic State
(IS) group on February 13 this year, with the participation of
70 countries and four international organizations. The meet-
ing aimed at setting strategies to counter and eliminate the
threat and presence of IS in Iraq. Still, “social media remain
a major platform for those groups to spread their extreme
ideologies, which calls for global efforts to be exerted, espe-
cially on a cyber level,” Munayekh said. — KUNA

Kuwait reiterates
rejecting terrorism
in all forms

NEW YORK: Counselor Bader Al-Munayekh, deputy
permanent representative of the Kuwaiti mission to
the United Nations, delivers his speech. — KUNA


