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MADRID: Real Madrid got off to a winning start in La
Liga on Sunday by comfortably beating neighbours Getafe
2-0 at home with an inspiring performance from Gareth
Bale in the European champions’ first league game in the
post Cristiano Ronaldo era.

Bale crashed a diving header against the crossbar early
on, then helped to set up Dani Carvajal’s looping header
which broke the deadlock in the 20th minute, wrapping up
the points with a powerful first-time finish early in the sec-
ond half. The Wales forward was given a standing ovation
by the home supporters in his first competitive game back
at the Santiago Bernabeu since scoring twice in the 3-1
win over Liverpool in the Champions League final.

The result lifts the pressure on new coach Julen
Lopetegui after Wednesday’s painful 4-2 defeat to Atletico
Madrid in the UEFA Super Cup and sees Real join champi-
ons Barcelona on three points after one game, although
Sevilla lead the standings on goal difference after their 4-1
win at Rayo Vallecano.

Sevilla forward Andre Silva became the first player
since Romario in 1993 to bag a hat-trick in his La Liga
debut, helping Sevilla to thrash Rayo and scoring the first
goal to be awarded in the Spanish top flight with the use
of video technology (VAR). Top-flight debutants Huesca
sprang a surprise by winning 2-1 at Eibar.

“It was very important to make a strong start with good
sensations and we played very well; we have to go little by
little but this is the right way to start the league season,”
Real winger Marco Asensio told reporters.

“Cristiano has left but we have a good team. We are
working hard, you saw that reflected on the pitch today
and this is the way to continue.”

Lopetegui again chose Costa Rica international Keylor
Navas in goal ahead of 30-million-euro ($34.31-million)
signing Thibaut Courtois and fielded Spanish midfielder
Dani Ceballos over Luka Modric, who was also left out of
the starting line-up in the Super Cup game but came on in
the second half.

FREQUENT ATTACKS
Real monopolised the ball with a staggering 78 percent

of possession and barely conceded a chance to Getafe,
who picked up seven yellow cards as they desperately
tried to halt Real’s frequent attacks.

Real’s first clear chance came when Marcelo picked out
Bale with a searching cross and the Wales forward dived
to meet it but could only head against the bar, missing the
chance to score his side’s opening goal of the season for a
fourth year in a row. That honour fell to Spain defender
Carvajal, who stayed with his feet on the ground to head
the loose ball into the top corner after Getafe goalkeeper
David Soria had flapped at Bale’s cross. Spanish winger
Asensio joined Bale in hitting the woodwork and was also
the catalyst for Real’s second goal, chasing down Getafe
defender Djene Dakonam to win back the ball and cross
for Bale to hammer it in off the post. Franco Vazquez had
put Sevilla ahead at Rayo before Silva demonstrated the
goalscoring prowess which convinced AC Milan to pay 38
million euros for the Portugal international last season.

Silva, 22, scored only two goals in 24 Serie A appear-
ances before joining Sevilla this month but quickly
matched that tally by netting twice before halftime and
completed his hat-trick in the 79th minute with another
close-range strike. — Reuters

Bale shines in Real stroll over Getafe, 
Silva an instant hit for Sevilla

‘Cristiano has left but we have a good team’

MADRID: Real Madrid’s Spanish defender Sergio Ramos (L) jumps for a header next to Getafe’s Togolese
defender Djene Dakonam and Getafe’s Uruguayan defender Damian Suarez (R) during the Spanish League foot-
ball match between Real Madrid and Getafe at the Santiago Bernabeu stadium in Madrid on Sunday. — AFP

MILAN: A late Edin Dzeko stunner got AS Roma
off the mark in their Serie A campaign at Torino
on Sunday but Inter Milan made the worst possi-
ble start with a 1-0 loss at Sassuolo. Roma’s win
meant the top three from last year’s campaign all
won their opening round of matches. 

Champions Juventus, with new superstar sign-
ing Cristiano Ronaldo making his debut, won 3-2
at Chievo on Saturday with runners-up Napoli
coming back to win 2-1 at Lazio. But Inter Milan-
fourth last season-suffered an early upset after
Domenico Berardi slotted in a 27th-minute penal-
ty to give all three points to their rivals from
Modena.

“This has complicated everything,” said Inter
coach Luciano Spalletti. “Sassuolo did well on the
counter-attack, they were compact without giv-
ing anything. “We lost the game because of a
penalty and Sassuolo didn’t create many
chances.”

Sassuolo dominated the first half, earning a
penalty when Joao Mario brought down Federico
Di Francesco in the penalty area. Inter Milan’s top
scorer last season Mauro Icardi came close
twice, with Croatian Ivan Perisic also sending the
ball over the top in the second half.

Earlier Roma’s only goal came one minute from
time following spectacular play by new Dutch
signing Justin Kluivert, son of former Barcelona
striker Patrick Kluivert. The 19-year-old came on
as a second-half substitute, running down the
right flank, dribbling past past three players to
provide the crucial cross which Dzeko lashed into
the far top corner.

“It was a great cross, and I scored even better
goal!” Dzeko joked. “Last year I scored one that
was maybe a bit better (against Chelsea), but this
is among the best three. “I saw Kluivert on the
right and hoped he would cross it to the back
post, which is fortunately what he did. He defi-
nitely changed the game.”

Venezuelan Tomas Rincon had Torino’s best
chance as he rattled the crossbar on 39 minutes.
Iago Falque thought he had scored for the hosts
three minutes after the break but his attempt was
ruled offside after a look at the VAR.

Former Paris Saint Germain player Javier
Pastore missed a number of chances against his
former teammate Salvatore Sirigu in the Torino
goal. Lorenzo De Silvestri limped off after a
knock and allowed Ola Aina to also get his first
Serie A game just days after arriving on loan from
Chelsea, with new Roma goalkeeper Robin Olsen
making several saves.

“Edin maybe misses the easiest goals, but has
accustomed us to these feats,” said Roma coach
Eusebio Di Francesco. “In the second half we suf-
fered, I put Kluivert on to give a little freshness.
He has important qualities, today he has shown it.”

Parma-returning to the top flight after bank-
rupty and three consecutive promitions-threw
away a two-goal being held 2-2 at home after
Udinese scored two goals in four minutes in the
second half.

Empoli returned to the top flight with a 2-0
win at home against Cagliari as SPAL won
their local derby at 10-man Bologna 1-0. The
opening round of  matches involv ing both
Genoa teams were postponed because of the
bridge collapse in the port city. Sampdoria had
been due to host Fiorentina and Genoa to trav-
el to AC Milan. — AFP
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LONDON: Northern Ireland international Jimmy
McIlroy, widely regarded as Burnley’s finest ever play-
er, has died aged 86, the club announced yesterday. An
inside forward who was capped 55 times and helped
the Northern Irish reach the 1958 World Cup quarter-
finals, McIlroy was an integral part of the ‘Clarets’ team
that won the 1960 league title.

With McIlroy’s help the club also narrowly missed
out on achieving the domestic double in 1962, finishing
second in the league and losing in the FA Cup final.
McIlroy-whose standing in the annals of the club’s his-
tory is such they named a stand in his honour in the

1990’s-scored 131 goals for Burnley in the 12 years he
spent there after he joined from Northern Irish outfit
Glentoran. He was part of the golden era for the club
between 1956 and 1962 — the year he left for Stoke
City for £25,000. During that spell they never finished
worse than seventh in the First Division and reached
the European Cup quarter-finals in 1961.

“Burnley Football Club is greatly saddened to hear
of the death of Jimmy McIlroy-widely regarded as the
club’s finest ever player,” read a statement from the
club posted on their website. McIlroy helped Stoke win
promotion to the top tier in his first season there and
the 1964 League Cup final which they lost 4-3 to
Leicester City.

McIlroy tried his hand at management-firstly at
Oldham in 1965 having been hired by their chairman
Ken Bates who was to go on to be the controversial
owner of Chelsea and Leeds United.

But he never took to it with the same aplomb he had
shown as a player and after a brief stint at Bolton in
1970 never sat in the dugout again. — AFP
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LAGOS/ABUJA: Nigeria acknowledged a FIFA-
approved appointee as the sole head of its
national soccer federation yesterday, minutes
before the world body was due to ban the country
from international matches over political interfer-
ence in filling the post.

FIFA had said it would suspend Nigeria at
1100 GMT - thereby excluding the team from
next month’s African Nations Cup qualifiers - over
alleged state meddling in the running of the
Nigerian Football Federation (NFF).

The NFF voted in FIFA’s recognised leadership
team, under Amaju Pinnick, in 2014. His long-
standing rival Chris Giwa appealed against that
result and, after a protracted legal battle, the High
Court found in his favour in June.

Giwa was handed a five-year ban by FIFA for
breaches of NFF statutes and the FIFA code of
ethics in February 2017. But he appeared to have
the backing of the Nigerian government. Sports
minister Solomon Dalung included Giwa in a pro-
posed list of delegates to meet FIFA president
Gianni Infantino in Zurich last week - an idea
FIFA rejected.

FIFA does not accept third party interference
in its member federations and said the NFF must
be led by Pinnick. It issued Nigeria with a final
warning on 14 Aug. In a tweet posted at 1038
GMT, a spokesman for Vice President Yemi
Osinbajo said Nigeria had “already conveyed to
FIFA its firm position recognising Amaju Pinnick-
led NFF as the current & only NFF Exco (execu-
tive committee).”

The government would work with all stake-
holders “to resolve (the) dispute in a timely man-
ner,” he added. FIFA did not immediately respond
to an emailed request for comment. Pinnick was in
Lagos on Monday, rather than the capital Abuja
where NFF’s headquarters are located. He told
Reuters by phone that FIFA would not be banning
anyone and it was in talks with the government.

Mohammed Sanusi, NFF’s general secretary
under Pinnick’s leadership, said “there are talks at
the top level of government and I will confidently
tell you there is no course for alarm.” In Abuja,
armed security agents were posted outside NFF’s
offices preventing people from entering. “The
media is not allowed in until 3 p.m. Signed:
Management,” a sign read. Nigeria are due to
play a qualifier for the 2019 African Nations Cup
in the Seychelles on Sept 8. — Reuters

MASON: Kiki Bertens of the Netherlands holds the trophy after defeating Simona Halep of Romania during the wom-
ens final during Day 9 of the Western and Southern Open at the Lindner Family Tennis Center on Sunday. — AFP

Jimmy McIlroy

Cincinnati: Dutch challenger Kiki Bertens profited from
a third-set collapse by Simona Halep to score the
biggest win of her career Sunday, beating the world
number one 2-6, 7-6 (8/6), 6-2 in the Cincinnati WTA
final.

“This is the best day of my career, winning on a sur-
face that you didn’t really like. That’s a great feeling,”
Bertens said. “I’m just so proud, and it’s such a great
feeling to hold the trophy at the end of the week.”

Halep, who claimed the Montreal title a week ago
and came into the final on a nine-match winning streak,
ran out of reserves and was unable to stop the mount-
ing Bertens momentum. “I’ve lost three finals here, but
maybe I will able to win one at this tournament because
I love to play here,” said Halep, who fell to Serena
Williams in the 2015 final of the hardcourt US Open
tuneup and to Garbine Muguruza in the title match last
year.

“I had match ball, so I was there,” Helep said. “I
didn’t take my chance. In the third set I was empty and
I couldn’t fight anymore.” The upset took just over two
hours and marked the 10th time this season that 17th-
ranked Bertens has defeated a top 10 opponent. 

“It was such a tough match, and after winning that
second set I knew, anything is still possible-just keep
on going,” said Bertens, who claimed a sixth career

WTA title. “Winning a title like this, my first hard court
title, and against number one of the world, getting my
career high on Monday ... it’s  just coming everything
together, I guess,” she added. 

Bertens saved a Halep match point in the second-set
tiebreaker to stay alive. “I’m a little bit upset because I
couldn’t manage better today, but that’s it. I’m like this,
and I have to work more,” Helep said.

Halep had looked like ending a quick afternoon with
a victory after breaking Bertens twice to sweep the first
set. But the 26-year-old Dutchwoman, who had consid-
ered retiring last season due to poor results, began to
turn the tide in the second as she broke for a 3-1 lead.

Halep got that break back in the eighth game to
make it 4-all, and took tighter control in the tiebreaker.
But Bertens won four games in the decider to take a 4-2
lead and quickly seized the set seconds after saving the
match point.

Halep seriously faded in the final set, going down
two breaks to trail 1-4. Bertens kept up the pressure
and advanced with a winner on her first match point,
posting her second career win over Hale six years after
beating her for the first time.

The depleted Halep is still entered as top seed in the
upcoming WTA tournament in New Haven, which ends
just two days prior to the start of the US Open in New
York. While not specifying if she will actually play,
Halep said she would travel to Connecticut on Monday.

“For sure I need a little bit of rest because I’m
exhausted. “But also I take the positive from these two
weeks,” she added. “It’s a great confidence (builder),
and I’m looking forward actually for the next one to be
better on court.” — AFP

Bertens shocks Halep 
to win Cincinnati title

Facing ban, Nigeria
says recognises 
FIFA-approved 
soccer chief


